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EDITORIAL 

WE DISTANCE OURSELF FROM THE CONFUSING AND REACTIONARY 
POSITIONS TO ADVANCE THE REVOLUTION IN AFRICA 

On May 25, 2025, the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Benin (PCB) decided to break 
off its relations with the Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta (PCRV). This decision stems 
from the positions of the PCRV since the advent of power of Ibrahim Traore's MPSR2, which is 
facing coordinated assaults by NATO, France and armed terrorist groups instrumentalized by 
them. By taking a reactionary approach to the current turning point in which the African 
continent finds itself and particularly the situation in West Africa with the contradictions that run 
through it and the ensuing awakening of the peoples, the PCRV has placed itself in the camp of 
the enemies of the Burkinabe people and the peoples of Africa.  

In this special issue, we publish:  

I. The decision of the Political Bureau of the PCB.  

II. The critical analyses on which this decision is based, which date from May 2024  

Cotonou, 28 June 2025  

The Communist Party of Benin  

The Editorial Board  

I 

Decision of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Benin PCB to break relations 
with the Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta (PCRV).  

MOTIVATIONS. 

1°-Considering that our two Parties, the Communist Party of Benin (PCB) and the Revolutionary 
Communist Party of Volta (PCRV) have included in their respective political programs (PCRV as 
well as PCB), starting from the neo-colonial character of our States, the Revolution appealed to 



this phase of the struggle of their peoples, namely the National, Democratic and Popular 
Revolution (RNDP) and to which the PCB has added "Anti-Imperialist").  

2°-Considering that in the logic of this analysis, it is determined at the present stage, in our 
programs, the three fundamental contradictions that characterize Burkinabe and Beninese society 
today, of which "the first – and the main one – opposes the peoples of Benin (as well as of 
Burkinabè) as a whole to international imperialism, French imperialism in particular and to the 
bureaucratic and comprador bourgeoisie,  its accomplice...".  

3° Considering that at the present time, the power resulting from the Putsch of September 30, 
2022, led by Captain Ibrahim Traoré as well as its counterparts in Mali and Niger, is taking 
actions, the essence of which is in the direction of breaking with the French Colonial Pact, 
including:  

Among other things:  

- at the political level: breach of the neo-colonial agreements with colonial France, in particular 
the defence agreement with the demand for the departure of French colonial occupation troops 
from the territories;  

- on the economic level: the proclamation of the end of the shameless plundering of resources 
and the launch of ambitious sovereignist plans for the economic construction of Burina Faso with 
progressive sovereignty over the resources of the subsoil which must serve first and foremost the 
interests of the people; that this power is taking the first steps in the direction of achieving food 
self-sufficiency, energy self-sufficiency, etc.  

- on the cultural level; the breaking of cultural subjection agreements and the breaking of the 
shackles of the Francophonie, the renaming of streets and squares with colonial names, the 
rewriting of the real and patriotic history of Burkina Faso, etc.  

4°-Considering that in view of these patriotic acts, French imperialism is waging an atrocious 
war against the power of Ibrahim Traoré through terrorist auxiliaries and that this power today 
constitutes the privileged target of international imperialism, French imperialism and its allies, 
particularly in Africa.  

5° Considering that, in the face of this situation, the position of the PCRV is in line with the 
systematic opposition to this power taken as a target to be taken down, thus putting the PCRV on 
the same side as French colonialism; positions repeatedly expressed through the official positions 
of the Party in the name of the principle "that one must not rely on one imperialism to fight 
another", and the power of Ibrahim Traoré is accused of being "a group of reactionary 
Bonapartists who govern by lies, demagoguery, manipulation and terror".  

That according to the statements of the PCRV, the war, which is underway in Burkina Faso and 
therefore throughout the Sahel, is a "reactionary civil war" opposing bourgeois-pro-imperialist 
protagonists "maintained by the imperialist powers and their allies...”; and "that the Armed 



Terrorist Groups (GAT) are only forces of a pro-imperialist bourgeois faction at war with another 
faction and therefore constitute an autonomous force of French imperialism".  

This means that, according to the official position of the PCRV, the ongoing war in Burkina Faso 
is not a war of French imperialist aggression by "terrorists"; but a "reactionary civil war"  

And that the current struggle of the PCRV is the struggle against the "fascisation" of power and 
not in the first place against French colonial imperialism.  

6° Considering that at the outbreak of the French colonial war in Mali in 2012, the three Parties 
(PCRV, Communist Party of the Ivory Coast-PCRCI, PCB) meeting in Cotonou adopted the 
following position in a "Joint Declaration":  

"In view of the seriousness of the situation in the West African sub-region and particularly in 
Mali, the undersigned political parties meeting in Cotonou on today, March 8, 2013, have 
decided to make public the following Declaration:  

“On Friday, January 11, 2013, French imperialism under the leadership of François Hollande 
unleashed a neo-colonial war of aggression in Mali with the support of other imperialist powers 
such as the European Union and the United States. The governments of ECOWAS member 
countries will serve as support in this armed intervention with the sending of troops as auxiliary 
forces to the French army.…  

“In reality, as our three parties (PCB-PCRCI-PCRV) stressed in their joint declaration of 
December 10, 2012, the real stakes of this reactionary neocolonial war are:  

“- Political, geostrategic, and military in relation to the struggle for the redivision of the world 
and the African continent:  

“- Economic (access to oil from the Gulf of Guinea, uranium from Niger and precious metals in 
the sub-region, solar energy, cocoa, coffee, etc.)  

“- The struggle of the Anglo-Saxon (USA, Great Britain) and French imperialists to counter the 
penetration into the sub-region of new actors such as China, India, Brazil, etc. ;  

“- The will of the imperialist powers to stifle any kind of protest of the popular masses, who are 
driven to misery and suffering from the lack of political freedom, as well as from the repression 
exercised on them by corrupt powers, their desire to crush any revolutionary insurrectionary 
movement...  

“… ECOWAS and AU member states have been dragged into the ongoing reactionary neo-
colonial war in Mali by French imperialism in disregard of the aspirations and security of the 
peoples of these states. .. This is why we, the PCB, PCRCI and PCRV, signatories of this 
Declaration:  



“- Condemn this unjust war waged against the sovereignty of the Malian people and their 
legitimate interests.  

“We declare that this war is not only directed against the Malian people but against all the 
countries and peoples of the West African sub-region  

“- We therefore denounce the presence of troops of imperialist foreign aggression in Mali, and in 
the other West African countries (French, American, British, etc.), including those of ECOWAS 
and AU member countries, and demand their immediate departure" (Done in Cotonou on March 
8, 2013 Communist Party of Benin (PCB), Revolutionary Communist Party of the Ivory Coast 
(PCRCI), Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta (PCRV) Burkina Faso)".  

Considering very clearly that the war that was taking place in Mali and in the West African sub-
region, according to the joint declaration, is a colonial imperialist war of aggression by terrorists.  

-Considering that today, the position of the PCRV according to which the war that is underway in 
Burkina Faso is a "reactionary civil war" opposing bourgeois-pro-imperialist protagonists and is 
no longer a French war of aggression with the Armed Terrorist Groups (GAT) as its instruments"  

Since this constitutes a change of a principled position adopted by common agreement between 
our Parties.  

Considering that in doing so the PCRV is putting itself on the same side as the dominant 
imperialism at home, French imperialism, that is to say on the same side as the main enemy of its 
people and determines the same target to fight, the power of Traoré; that this means the negation 
of the main contradiction, the negation of the strategic objective of the struggles of the people of 
Burkina Faso and collaboration with the enemy.  

This constitutes a pure and simple renunciation of the anti-imperialist line and struggle.  

DECISION 

The Political Bureau of the Communist Party of Benin, meeting in an extra-ordinary 
session, notes the renunciation by the Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta of its anti-
imperialist line and its alignment with the positions of French imperialism in Burkina Faso.  

Adopted unanimously and by acclamation.  

Cotonou, May 24, 2025.  

II 

CRITIQUE OF THE POSITIONS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF THE IVORY COAST. 

RIGHT-WING DEVIATIONS OF THE COMRADES OF THE PCRV 

I. STATEMENT OF THE POSITIONS OF THE COMRADES OF THE PCRV 



In the April 2024 editorial of Number 130 of "Bug-Parga", the political organ of the PCRV, we 
read the following: "The peoples of the world in general and those of Africa in particular have 
been able to learn from this crisis, namely the massive support of Western countries, Ukraine, 
which benefit from the money, armaments, intelligence, support of the fighting forces and the 
refusal of the same support to the countries of Africa in general and the Sahel in particular that 
are fighting against the terrorism. the duplicity of the Western imperialist powers that are in 
collusion with the GATs" (Meaning Armed Terrorist Groups)  

Further on, it is "written: "Taking advantage of the people's aspiration for peace, military juntas 
have been establishment with the aim, they say, of waging war"  

After quoting at length cases of massacres of populations and internally displaced persons, the 
newspaper continues: "The transitional authorities communicate little about these realities and 
take a dim view of sources of information on the real situation in the country, which they 
consider to be vectors of destabilization of the country, or even their enemies"  

This Editorial is signed by the Central Committee of the PCRV and is therefore authoritative.  

The Central Article of the Journal entitled "The Patriotic Movement for Safeguarding and 
Restoration (MPSR-2) and its Leader, Captain Ibrahim Traoré: a group of reactionary 
Bonapartists who govern by lies, demagoguery, manipulation and terror." In this article we read 
"More than a year after the sensational announcements to end the reactionary civil war after 3 
months, what can we see; We are far from the goal... On the contrary, the major observations that 
can be made irrefutably are the following: ...the tensions of relations with French imperialism. 
Although it is in great difficulty after losing positions, the French still remain dominant with 
important cards still in hand in our country and in the sub-region" ... the gradual destruction of 
the essential institutions of the rule of law (Superior Council of the Judiciary, the Superior 
Council of Communication) through their being placed under tutelage by the military clan...” 

Thus the Journal writes: "The populist demagogy with sovereignist overtones of the MPSR-2 and 
its main animators aims to deceive a part of our people for a moment; but this will not 
fundamentally change the neocolonial dependence and domination of our country."  

Faced with this analysis, the PCRV calls on the people of Burkina Faso to organize themselves in 
order to  

- Fight against all forms of fascist-type restoration...  

- Fight for social rights in a context of high cost of living and insecurity engendered by the 
reactionary civil war, maintained by the imperialist powers and their allies...  

- Get rid of putschist and electoral illusions  

- Fight for true independence and national sovereignty, inseparable from the struggle against 
imperialist domination, mainly French imperialist in our country; The struggle against any form 



of imperialist domination is incompatible with wanting to put oneself under the thumb of another 
imperialism, in particular Russian imperialism  

- Fight against Armed Terrorist Groups and their relays... »  

What should we understand as a synthesis of this long quotation?  

We can understand this:  

1° That the war which is underway in Burkina Faso and therefore in the whole of the Sahel, is a 
"reactionary civil war" opposing bourgeois-pro-imperialist protagonists "maintained by the 
imperialist powers and their allies...” 

2° That the Armed Terrorist Groups (GAT) are only forces of one pro-imperialist bourgeois 
faction at war with another faction and therefore constitute an autonomous force of French 
imperialism.  

3° That what must be stressed is "the duplicity of the Western imperialist powers which are in 
collusion with the Armed Terrorist Groups" (GAT)  

4° That Captain Ibrahim Traoré and his transitional regime is only a "junta", a "group of 
reactionary Bonapartists who govern by lies, demagoguery, manipulation and terror" pursuing 
credible "sources of information" (surely the sources of information of the major imperialist 
mass media such as RFI, France 24 and other TV5); proceed to "the progressive destruction of 
the essential institutions of the rule of law (Superior Council of the Judiciary, the Superior 
Council of Communication) through their placing under tutelage by the military clan...” 

To proceed with the criticism of all this development, we will begin with the exposition of the 
principles on which our political parties are founded (the character of the neocolonial states, the 
"French enclosure" of Africa, such as Benin, Burkina Faso and Senegal, Ivory Coast, etc.) and 
the determination of the strategic principles that correspond to them.  

II THE QUESTION OF THE MAIN CONTRADICTION AND THE DOMINANT 
IMPERIALISM IN BURKINA FASO 

In the political program of both the PCRV and the PCB, starting from the neo-colonial character 
of our states, the Revolution called for in this phase of the struggle of their peoples is the 
National, Democratic and Popular Revolution (RNDP) and to which the PCB added "Anti-
Imperialist" to emphasize, (at the time of their respective creation (1977 for the PCD and 1979 
for the PCRV),  that it will not be a question of freeing oneself from one imperialism to fall 
under the thumb of another imperialist power.  

More precisely, it is determined at the present stage, in our programs, the three fundamental 
contradictions that characterize Burkinabe and Beninese society today, of which "The first – 
and the main – opposes the peoples of Benin (as well as of Burkinabe) as a whole to 



international imperialism, French imperialism in particular, and to the bureaucratic and 
comprador bourgeoisie, its accomplice...".  

Thus, when we speak of international imperialism, we are saying that apart from French 
imperialism, there are other imperialist powers in our countries; but the dominant imperialism is 
"French imperialism"  

Why do we say that French imperialism is dominant and what are the elements of its 
domination?  

Our countries remain French colonies deceitfully labelled as independent countries with a flag, 
an anthem and a seat at the UN.  

In fact, they do not have any of the attributes of sovereignty of a state: currency, defence, 
language, diplomacy, strategic economic levers.  

1°-Thus the currency is kept in the hands of France with its colonial appellation the Franc of the 
French Colonies of Africa;  

2°-For defence and security: French troops, under colonial defence agreements, are stationed in 
the colonies and keep a close watch, ready to intervene at the slightest popular upheavals; 
Military training schools are in the hands of French officers (or trained in French military 
schools, not to mention the armament of our armies. The police and intelligence services are in 
the hands of French intelligence officers, etc. All the central military strategic administrations are 
closely monitored by the physical representatives of the French Government (General Staff of 
the Army, Central Intelligence Services, etc.).  

3°-the French language was proclaimed as an official language in the Constitutions of the 
Colonies in 1960, whereas such a provision at that date did not exist in the French Constitution 
of 1958 and was only inserted in 1992;  

4° the diplomacy of the new States was preserved in the hands of France in international bodies;  

5° - the mineral wealth of the subsoil and the soil is declared to be the eminent property of 
France; French companies and products have the right of priority and monopoly in the 
proclaimed independent colonies. All the financial authorities are closely supervised by physical 
representatives of the white French (Taxes, Customs, Treasury, etc.)  

All this was the subject of a secret treaty, imposed on the States and now known as the “Colonial 
Pact," which in fact constitutes the "Common Programme of Government" of all the "French 
Enclosures” of Africa.  

Democracy in our countries is a prisoner's democracy, that is to say, one compatible with the 
interests of French domination. The so-called "rule of law" institutions such as the Superior 
Council of the Judiciary, the Superior Council of Communication, in Burkina Faso, are only 
Institutions at the service of Colonial France). Institutions whose destruction the Journal 



deplores! The Programs of Government of our Countries, together with the Constitutions, are the 
translations of this Common Program of Government, with perhaps some small particularities.  

In addition, French colonization constituted an association in Burkina Faso, the current official 
association, educated and trained in the French language and culture  

None of the other imperialist powers operating in our so-called French-speaking states has so 
many elements of domination.  

Has this changed? Can there be a change in the dominant imperialism without a change in these 
parameters?  

Or do the only defence agreements signed with Russia already make this power the dominant 
imperialism in Burkina Faso? Does Russia already possess both the language, currency and 
ownership of Burkina Faso's resources and control of a whole part of Burkinabe society?  

Finally, in the case at hand, the dominant imperialism, France declares war on a power, that of 
Ibrahim Traoré's MPSR-2 because it attacks French imperialist interests; the PCRV also declares 
war on this same power; in other words, it is on the same side as France to strike the same target. 
That is the reality.  

It is simply the negation of the main contradiction, the negation of the strategic objective of the 
struggles of the people of Burkina Faso; it is simply collaboration with the enemy; nothing more.  

III- ASSESSMENT OF WAR AND TERRORISM IN THE SAHEL. 

At the outbreak of the French colonial war in Mali in 2012, here is what our three Parties 
gathered in Cotonou adopted in a "Joint Declaration"  

"In view of the seriousness of the situation in the West African sub-region and particularly in 
Mali, the undersigned political parties meeting in Cotonou today, March 8, 2013, have decided to 
make public the following Declaration:  

“On Friday, January 11, 2013, French imperialism under the leadership of François Hollande 
unleashed a neocolonial war of aggression in Mali with the support of other imperialist powers 
such as the European Union and the United States. The governments of ECOWAS member 
countries will serve as support in this armed intervention with the sending of troops as auxiliary 
forces to the French army. …  

“In reality, as our three parties (PCB-PCRCI-PCRV) stressed in their joint declaration of 
December 10, 2012, the real stakes of this reactionary neocolonial war are:  

“- Political, geostrategic, and military in relation to the struggle for the redivision of the world 
and the African continent:  

“- Economic (access to oil from the Gulf of Guinea, uranium from Niger and precious metals in 
the sub-region, solar energy, cocoa, coffee, etc.)  



“- The struggle of the Anglo-Saxon (USA, Great Britain) and French imperialists to counter the 
penetration into the sub-region of new actors such as China, India, Brazil, etc. ;  

“- The will of the imperialist powers to stifle any kind of protest against the masses of the people, 
who are driven to misery and suffering from the lack of political freedom, as well as from the 
repression exercised on them by corrupt powers, their desire to crush any revolutionary 
insurrectionary movement.  

“French imperialism had, in fact, planned and meticulously prepared this aggression in Mali 
through a series of acts... ...  

…  

“By intervening militarily in Mali, French imperialism did so to carry out a reactionary plan that 
it had been developing since the 1950s with the project of the OCRS (Common Organization of 
the Riparians of the Sahara) to divide the peoples of Mali and other countries of the Sahel-
Saharan zone (Algeria, Niger, Mauritania, Burkina Faso) in order to get their hands on the 
immense wealth that abounds in this area.  

“ECOWAS and AU member states have been dragged into the ongoing reactionary neo-colonial 
war in Mali by French imperialism in disregard of the aspirations and security of the peoples of 
these states... This is why we, PCB, PCRCI and PCRV, signatories of this Declaration:  

“1° Condemn this unjust war waged against the sovereignty of the Malian people and their 
legitimate interests.  

“2° Declare that this war is not only directed against the Malian people but against all the 
countries and peoples of the West African sub-region  

“3°- We therefore denounce the presence of troops of imperialist foreign aggression in Mali, and 
in the other West African countries (French, American, British, etc.), including those of 
ECOWAS and AU member countries, and demand their immediate departure" (Done in Cotonou 
on March 8, 2013 – Communist Party of Benin (PCB); Revolutionary Communist Party of Ivory 
Coast (PCRCI); Revolutionary Communist Party of Volta (PCRV) Burkina Faso).  

Clearly, the war that was taking place in Mali and in the West African sub-region according to 
the joint declaration is a colonial imperialist war of aggression. Today, the position of the PCRV 
has changed. It declares that the war that is underway in Burkina Faso is a "reactionary civil war" 
opposing bourgeois-pro-imperialist protagonists. It is no longer a French war of aggression with 
the Armed Terrorist Groups (GAT) as its instruments."  

We know that as long as there is a dominant imperialism in a country, any event leading to social 
struggles, any war in that country, is either provoked by this dominant imperialism or directed 
against this dominant imperialism. There can be no talk of a "reactionary civil war". The GAT, 
who finances them? Maintains them? Are we asking ourselves the question? The military in 



power claim that they are "substitutes" for French troops, equipped and trained by them. That 
this is a French war of aggression by "jihadists". What does the PCRV say to these accusations? 
By talking about a "reactionary vile war" and hiding these allegations, whom are we covering? 
Except for French imperialism, which has become an "Ally"  

What has changed in the meantime to allow the PCRV to change its position, to consider the 
ongoing war in Burkina Faso simply as a "reactionary civil war" and not a war of imperialist 
aggression? What allows the PCRV today to separate what is happening in Burkina Faso from 
what is happening in other Sahel countries such as Mali, Niger and even here in Benin? In short, 
what has changed in the meantime?  

IV ASSESSMENT OF THE CLASS NATURE OF THE POWERS RESULTING FROM 
THE COUPS IN MALI, BURKINA FASO AND NIGER AND THE QUESTION OF 

PUTSCHISM. 

As it is written in the "Bug-Parga" newspaper, "the MPSR-2" and its leader Captain Ibrahim 
Traoré are neither near nor far from revolutionaries"; Yes, certainly, we agree. But the 
revolutionary character of a class or an individual depends on the stages of the revolution and the 
tasks they are led to carry out. In the sense of the RNDP as retained by our Parties, neither the 
MPSR-2 nor Ibrahim Traore are revolutionaries. Moreover, as his counterpart Assimi Goita has 
publicly declared, they are not revolutionaries and they do not claim to be revolutionaries. But if 
they accomplish the tasks of liquidating the Colonial Pact (specific to the French Colonies), for 
example by abolishing the CFA franc, by breaking colonial-type dependency agreements such as 
the agreements of subjection of defense, public instruction and education, cultural and linguistic 
institutional dependence, withdrawal of control over our natural and other resources, in short, if 
they put an end to the colonial pact regime, they will have accomplished a patriotic revolution 
and as such are "revolutionaries"  

That said, let us look at the class analysis of the transitional military powers of Mali, Burkina 
Faso and Niger.  

Here are the analyses of our Party adopted at its 7th Congress in December 2023.  

"The democratic, patriotic and anti-imperialist revolution broke out in West Africa under French 
rule. For some time now, powerful popular movements punctuated by coups d'état and anti-
imperialist declarations and positions taken by the new rulers, with the demand for a different 
social order, have been taking place in our sub-region. It was a anti-colonial French revolution 
aimed at the abolition of the Colonial Pact. The elements of this Revolution are clearly apparent:  

“- denunciations of colonial-type agreements by the new authorities, denunciation of defence 
agreements, the demand for the departure of French military bases from countries, the end of the 
CFA, denunciation of the supremacy of the French language in our administrations and justice, 
the ending of the looting of colonialist companies and monopolies such as Bolloré, Colas, 
Bouygues,  etc. Slogans such as "France Out! French troops out of our territories, the right of 



choice of our strategic partners; the right to sovereignty over our resources, the right to their 
transformation on site, etc. are all beginnings of questioning the constituent elements of the 
Colonial Pact. The liberation of Kidal on November 14, 2023 represents, from the point of view 
of scope, the beginning of the second independence of the French colonies in Africa.  

“Why is this revolution expressed in the form of a coup d'état? Because, 1-, there is the weakness 
of the revolutionary progressive organisations that should lead and channel this current; 2- The 
revolt of young patriotic officers finding themselves faced with a double finding: the action of 
France as a manipulator and sponsor of the Terrorists who sow death on the one hand, and on the 
other hand, the connivance of African governments with the French government.  

“This revolution led by patriotic officers, and not by organized revolutionary forces, should 
therefore neither be overestimated nor underestimated. This situates the stakes and the scope, and 
the limits. The essential question lies in the determination of the main contradiction which is 
currently that of opposing French imperialism exercising a colonial-type domination over 
different peoples of these countries.  

“How far will these revolutions go? We cannot say at the moment. But this requires the support 
of all truly patriotic forces. What is certain is that the French colonial-type domination is 
inexorably coming to an end. This also in the context of the ongoing global upheaval, with the 
decline of the NATO group with US supremacy and the rise of left-wing forces in the so-called 
BRICS Group" (Texts of the 7th Congress of the PCB December 2023)  

From the point of view of class nature, they are the representatives of the upper strata of the petty 
bourgeoisie, the patriotic middle bourgeoisie, and even a marginal fringe of the bureaucratic 
bourgeoisie revolted by the regime of the Colonial Pact, expressed by the connivance observed 
on the battlefields between the terrorists and their respective governments. This sets the limits. 
The tendency of the petty bourgeoisie is to transform itself into a middle bourgeoisie, that of the 
middle bourgeoisie to transform itself into the big bourgeoisie. The political position adopted is 
that of the national bourgeoisie wanting to preserve a national market. Having said that, being 
now in possession of the state apparatus and therefore of enormous means of production, the 
tendency of the leaders of these patriotic powers, once the economic basis of French imperialism 
has been liquidated, will be to appropriate these bases and enterprises of the imperialist 
monopolies themselves and to ally themselves with other imperialist powers for the management 
of the property of the patriotic state. They could turn into patriotic bourgeois or comprador 
bourgeois and fall back under another neocolonial dependence. This, of course, if, and I say if, 
there are no parties of the working class in these countries to lead the Patriotic Revolution in the 
RNDP or RNDPA.  

About putschism. 

On this subject, here is what is written: "Putschism is an integral part of the neocolonial evil like 
bourgeois electoralism. They are both alternative modalities of refounding the pro-imperialist 



neo-colonial state for the perpetuation of the ferocious exploitation of the working class and the 
people. Fundamentally and on the basis of the experience of our people, the PCRV affirms that 
the putsch does not and cannot break with the neocolonial system. On the contrary, it participates 
in the patching up of the neocolonial system...”  

The putsch is the interruption of a constitutional process by the military. And putschism is the 
theory that consecrates the putsch as a means of gaining power. The putsch is an operation that 
takes place outside the people. And every democrat must condemn it. But the putsch has this in 
common with the revolution in that both interrupt a constitutional process, with the notable 
difference that the latter is made by the intervention of the people.  

They declare that, "the putsch does not and cannot break with the neocolonial system. On the 
contrary, it participates in the patching up of the neocolonial system...” It is like an obvious truth. 
But a concrete problem cannot be solved by proclamations of principle.  

In the dialectical method, and in the face of each event, it is necessary to carry out "a concrete 
analysis of the concrete situation".  

First of all, it is false that "putschism is an integral part of the neocolonial evil like bourgeois 
electoralism". That they "are both alternative modalities of refounding the pro-imperialist neo-
colonial state for the perpetuation of the ferocious exploitation of the working class and the 
people." Indeed, putschism or putschs are not "alternative modalities of refounding the pro-
imperialist neocolonial state", in other words the putsch is not unique to neocolonial countries. 
The putsch is a modus operandi for resolving class contradictions (within the ruling class) that 
have reached a degree of exacerbation. The examples of General de Gaulle's coup d'état in 1958 
in France or the Carnations of 1974 in Portugal that overthrew the Caetano dictatorship attest to 
the falsity of the assertion.  

Putschism as a theory and mode of accession to power is to be condemned.  

But we must take the coups as special cases and have a differentiated attitude.  

Indeed, if in the neo-colonies, the putschs are above all for France modes of reorganization of the 
lackeys and agents at the head of the state, each concrete putsch must be studied to see what 
contradiction it is the solution to.  

In the cases that are the subject of our debates: Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, the coups d'état that 
have taken place are rather reactions within the army against French military policy. These are 
not coups d'état instigated by France. On the other hand, the cases of the coup d'état of 
Doumbouya in Guinea Conakry and especially of Oligui Nguema in Gabon are clearly of French 
inspiration. If the former are rather patriotic, the latter are purely reactionary.  

V- ERRONEOUS STRATEGIC POSITIONS LEADING TO THE SERIOUS RIGHT-
WING DEVIATIONS OF THE PCRV AND CONFUSION ON THE TACTICAL 



PRIORITIES IN THE STAGE OF THE RNDP: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
DEMOCRACY AND PATRIOTISM 

1°- The strategic question that arises at this stage of the struggle of our peoples is the following: 
to decolonize or democratize.  

In other words, the question facing our peoples is decolonization or democratization 
"democracy", understood as liberal democracy with fixed-date elections, multi-party politics and 
other rags in the spotlight in the great imperialist powers?  

If our so-called French-speaking countries are "French enclosures", colonies in a new way, that 
the democracy we enjoy in these states is the "prisoner's democracy", the one consisting of these 
sham elections with forceful fraud, violence and corruption to parachute in from the Heads of 
State, chosen at the Elysée, it is necessary as a first task, to destroy the Wall before exercising 
democratic freedoms,  The primacy of things is to decolonize first for the establishment of 
democracy, the real one this time. This means that all those who today cling only to the respect 
of individual freedoms, without reference first to the abolition of imperialist and colonial 
domination, are objectively playing into the hands of the colonialists, mainly French.  

2°-The basic historical inadequacies from which the current serious deviations of the PCRV 
derive.  

What can explain this descent into hell of this Party and its tactical alignment with the positions 
of the imperialist enemy?  

We must go back to the tactical errors and simply the lack of tactics of the populist movement, 
particularly the feanf-ist, which reigned in the student movement of the 1970s and which the 
PCRV did not get rid of.  

The FEANF [an organization of African students in France], as a movement of mass students 
could not have a strategy. This populist organization does not have the capacity to adopt correct 
strategic positions, in particular the primacy of decolonization over "democracy", the primacy of 
patriotism over democracy.  

It has been defined since 1960 as the strategic objective of the peoples' struggles, namely the 
realization of the RNDP or RNDPA (National People's Democratic Anti-Imperialist Revolution).  

These analyses are very accurate. But the question of the primacy of patriotism over internal 
democracy could not be addressed by this Organization.  

The FEANF has done the opposite. It has striven to put democratic considerations alone to the 
detriment of patriotic considerations. It's a mix of genres.  

The illustrative example is the unequivocal condemnation of the Sékou Touré regime by the 
FEANF under the ideological direction of Alfa CONDE in the years 1960-75. In this way, 
democratic and patriotic considerations were mixed and the primacy of democracy was adopted 



over the patriotism of Sékou Touré, who was the target of permanent aggression by French 
imperialism. In this sense, one found oneself on the same side as French imperialism to fight the 
regime of Sékou Touré. One does not realize the serious existential problems that confronted the 
patriot Sékou Touré and the necessary measures to be taken against the French enemy agents in 
Guinea.  

This is the same position that the PCRV is currently adopting vis-à-vis the transitional 
government in Burkina Faso  

2° The serious ideological defects of the PCRV, the basis of its degeneration: dogmatism, 
theoretical and tactical inadequacy.  

Dogmatism is the promotion of principles without a concrete analysis of the concrete situation.  

The example here is their position on putschism and putschs. We can also mention their stubborn 
and inexplicable position of keeping them in hiding; the relationship between legal and illegal 
work, between underground and open work. And this despite the teachings of the Bolsheviks and 
Lenin in particular;  

Dogmatism is translated into declamatory sentences without any tactical considerations. For 
example, the following sentence:  

"On the other hand, the PCRV since its creation indicates that the only way to win true 
independence, the national and social liberation of Upper Volta known as Burkina Faso and put 
our country on the path of economic and social progress is through the realization of the National 
Democratic and Popular Revolution (RNDP) through the General Armed Insurrection,  which 
will allow the formation of a Provisional Revolutionary Government (GRP), the convening of a 
Constituent Assembly and the establishment of a Democratic and Modern Republic (RDM) for 
the implementation of the minimum program of the PCRV.” (Declaration of the PCRV dated 
October 2023 on the occasion of the 44th anniversary of the foundation of the Party...) or "The 
PCRV and the democratic and revolutionary movement constitute a major obstacle to the 
realization of the disastrous plans of the imperialists and their local allies, including the MPSR-2, 
who do not want to see a renewal of the experience of the Popular Uprising of 2014 and the 
Popular Resistance of 2015" (Bug-Parga of April 2024). And then what path would the PCRV 
take to accomplish these missions, to lead the revolution to victory?  

One would seek in vain to find tactical considerations after the proclamation of the principles.  

Even the stubborn maintenance of the country's designation of "Upper Volta" instead of Burkina 
Faso (in the name of the Revolutionary Communist Party of Upper Volta) is in the same 
dogmatic vein. Because in what way is the name Upper Volta given by French colonization more 
revolutionary than that conferred by the Burkinabe leaders on the country?  



In summary, we are dealing here with an apparently leftist line, in reality a populist and 
opportunist "Menshevik" line of the right, a dogmatic and anti-dialectical line of support for 
French colonial imperialism.  

It is very sad and pitiful to witness such an ideological, theoretical and tactical degeneration. 

Cotonou, May 23, 2024. 

Philippe NOUDJENOUME 

The First Secretary of the PCB. 


