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The reportsspeeches and articles by GeoBgimitrov, General
Secretary of the Communist Internatioriatluded in this volume
coverall important international developments since 1935. fifise
threereports areto the Seventh World Congress of the Communist
International held in August 193%hile the others continue
through the following two years to the end of 1937. Tabgether
these papers represent the development of the political line of the
Communist International over this period.



The Fascist Offensive and the Tasks of
the Communist International

1. Fascism and the Working Class

Comrades, as early as its Sixth Crsg, the Communistri-
ternational warned the world proletariat that a new fascist offensive
was in preparation and called for a struggle against it. The Congress
pointed out thafin a more or less developed form, fascist tende
cies and the germs of a &st movement are to be found almost
everywhered

With the development of the present very deep economic crisis,
with the general crisis of capitalism becoming sharply marked and
the mass of working people becoming revolutionized, fascism has
embarked upo a wide offensive. The ruling bourgeoisie more and
more seeks salvation in fascism, with the object of takingpexce
tional predatory measures against the toilers, preparing for @ imp
rialist war of plunder, attacking the Soviet Union, enslaving and
partiioning China, and by all these means preventing revolution.

Imperialist circles are trying to put tleholeburden of the ar
sis on the backs of the toilef&hat is why they need fascism.

They are trying to solve the problem of markets by enslaving the
weak nations, by intensifying colonial oppression and rejogaiihg
the world anew by means of wahat is why they needdasm.

They are striving tdorestallthe growth of the forces of reusl
tion by smashing the revolutionary movement of the worlaeis
peasants and by undertaking a military attack against the Soviet
Union'i the bulwark of the world proletariathat is why they need
fascism.

In a number of countries, Germany in particular, these imperia
ist circles have succeeddatforethe massebave decisively turned
toward revolution, in inflicting defeat on the proletariat andlesta
lishing a fascist dictatorship.

But it is characteristic of the victory of fascism that this victory,
on the one hand, bears witness to the weakness of the pableta

" Held in 19285 Ed.



disorganized and paralyzed by the disruptive Sdaehocratic
policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie, and, on the other,
expresses the weakness of the bourgeoisie itself, afraid of the real
zation of a united struggle of the working &aafraid of revolution,
and no longer in a position to maintain its dictatorship over the
masses by the old methods of bourgeois democracy and
parliamentarism.

The victory of fascism in Germany, Comrade Stalin said at the
Seventeenth Congress of the Commist Party of the Soviet Union:

..must be regarded not only as a symptom of the
weakness of the working class and as a result of theybetra
al of the working class by SociBlemocracy, which paved
the way for fascism; it must also be regarded as a sympt
of the weakness of the bourgeoisie, as a symptom of the
fact that the bourgeoisie is already unable to rule by the old
methods of parliamentarism and bourgeois democracy, and,
as a consequence, is compelled in its home policy to resort
to terroristic méhods of administratiofi it must be taken
as a symptom of the fact that it is no longer able to find a
way out of the present situation on the basis of a peaceful
foreign policy, as a consequence of which it is compelled to
resort to a policy of wat.

THE CLASS CHARACTER OF FASCISM

Comrades, fascism in power was correctly described by time Thi
teenth Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inte
national asthe open terrorist dictatorship of the most reaairy,
most chauvinistic and most impdisa elements of finance pial.

The most reactionary variety of fascism is therman typeof
fascism. It has the effrontery to call itself Naticacialism,
though it has nothing in common with socialism. Hitler fascism is
not only bourgeois natiorialm, it is bestial chauvinism. It is a\go
ernment system of political gangsterism, a system of provocation
and torture practiced upon the working class and the revolutionary
elements of the peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie and the intelligen

" Held Janary-February, 1934-Ed.
ASocialism Victorious
2



sia. It is megkval barbarity and bestiality, it is unbridled aggression
in relation to other nations and countries.

German fascism is acting dke spearhead of international
counterrevolution as the chief instigator of imperialist waas the
initiator of a crusadeagainst the Soviet Unigtthe great fatherland
of the toilers of the whole world.

Fascism is not a form of state poviistanding above both da
sesi the proletariat and the bourgeoisigs Otto Bauer, fornk
stance, has asserted. It is ritie revolt & the petty bourgeoisie
which has captured the machinery of the sbads,the British 8-
cialist Brailsford declares. No, fascism is not suglass gover-
ment, nor government of the petty bourgeoisie or the lumpen
proletariat over finance capital. Fascisnthe power of finance pa
ital itself. It is the organization of terrorist vengeance against the
working class and the revolutionary section of the peasantry and
intelligentsia. In foreign policy, fascism is jingoism in its crudest
form, fomenting bestlehatred of other nations.

This, the true character of fascism, must be particularly
stressed; because in a number of countries, under cover of social
demagogy, fascism has managed to gain the following of the mass
of the petty bourgeoisie that has beereah out of its course by the
crisis, and even of certain sections of the most backward strata of
the proletariat. These would never have supported fascism if they
had understood its real class character and its true nature.

The development of fascismna the fascist dictatorship itself,
assumedifferent formsin different countries, according to histor
cal, social and economic conditions and to the national peculiarities
and the international position of the given country. In certaim-cou
tries, principdly those in which fascism has no extensive mass basis
and in which the struggle of the various groups within the camp of
the fascist bourgeoisie itself is fairly acute, fascism does noeimm
diately venture to abolish parliament, but allows the other lsmisg
parties, as well as the Soec@émocratic Parties, to retain a certain
degree of legality. In other countries, where the ruling bourgeoisie
fears anearly outbreak of revolution, fascism establishes itseunr
stricted political monopoly, either immedsdy or by intensifying its
reign of terror against and persecution of all competing parties and
groups. This does not prevent fascism, when its position becomes
particularly acute, from trying to extend its basis and, withoutralte



ing its class nature, ting to combineopen terrorist dictatorship
with a crude sham of parliamentarism.

The accession to power of fascism is notoadinary succe-
sion of one bourgeois government by another, baulstitutionof
one state form of class domination of the boaigjei bourgeois
democracyi by another formi open terrorist dictatorship. It would
be a serious mistake to ignore this distinction, a mistake which
would prevent the revolutionary proletariat from mobilizing the
widest strata of the working people ofwo and country for the
struggle against the menace of the seizure of power by the fascists,
and from taking advantage of the contradictions which exist in the
camp of the bourgeoisie itself. But it is a mistake, no less serious
and dangerous, tenderratethe importance, in establishing thesfa
cist dictatorship, of the reactionary measures of the bourgeoisie
which are at present increasingly developing in bourgeois
democratic countrie$ measures which suppress the democratic
liberties of the working peopldalsify and curtail the rights of pa
liament and intensify the repression of the revolutionary movement.

Comrades, the accession to power of fascism must notrbe co
ceived of in so simplified and smooth a form, as though somme co
mittee or other of finarecapital decided on a certain date to set up
a fascist dictatorship. In reality, fascism usually comes to power in
the course of a mutual, and at times severe, struggle against the old
bourgeois parties, or a definite section of these parties, in theecour
of a struggle even within the fascist camp it$e#f struggle which
at times leads to armed clashes, as we have witnessed in the case of
Germany, Austria and other countries. All this, however, does not
make less important the fact that, before thaldishment of a &
cist dictatorship, bourgeois governments usually pass through a
number of preliminary stages and adopt a number of reactionary
measures which directly facilitate the accession to power of fa
cism. Whoever does not fight the reactionagasures of the bou
geoisie and the growth of fascism at these preparatory stages
in a position to prevent the victory of fascjdmt, on the contrary
facilitates that victory.

The SocialDemocratic leaders glossed over and concealed
from the masss the true class nature of fascism, and did not call
them to the struggle against the increasingly reactionary measures
of the bourgeoisie. They bear grésgtorical responsibilityfor the
fact that, at the decisive moment of the fascist offensive,ge lar
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section of the working people of Germany and of a number of other
fascist countries failed to recognize in fascism the most bloodthirsty
monster of finance, their most vicious enemy, and that these masses
were not prepared to resist it.

What is the sowe of the influence of fascism over the masses?
Fascism is able to attract the masses because it demagogically a
peals to theirmost urgent needs and demanBascism not only
inflames prejudices that are deeply ingrained in the masses, but also
plays onthe better sentiments of the masses, on their senss-of ju
tice, and sometimes even on their revolutionary traditions. Why do
the German fascists, those lackeys of the big bourgeoisie and mortal
enemies of socialism, represent themselves to the massSe-as
cialistsp and depict their accession to power dsevolutiord? Be-
cause they try to exploit the faith in revolution and urge toward s
cialism that lives in the hearts of the mass of working people in
Germany.

Fascism acts in the interests of the extre@mperialists, but it
presents itself to the masses in the guise of champion of-an ill
treated nation, and appeals to outraged national sentimentsf-as Ge
man fascism did, for instance, when it won the support of the-mas
es by the slogaiAgainst the Versles Treatyb

Fascism aims at the most unbridled exploitation of the masses,
but it approaches them with the most artful -@afpitalist dera-
gogy, taking advantage of the deep hatred of the working people
against the plundering bourgeoisie, the banksstérand financial
magnates, and advancing those slogans which at the given moment
are most alluring to the politically immature masses. In Gerrhany
fiThe general welfare is higher than the welfare of the indivigiual
in Italy T AOur state is not a capitst, but a corporate state; in Japan
T fiFor Japan, without exploitationin the United Stateb fiShare
the wealth) and so forth.

Fascism delivers up the people to be devoured by the mmst co
rupt and venal elements, but comes before them with the demand
for fian honest and incorruptible governmer@peculating on the
profound disillusionment of the masses in bourgeeisiocratic
governments, fascism hypocritically denounces corruption ffor i
stance, the Barmat and Sklarek affairs in Germany, the Stavisky
affair in France, and numerous others).

It is in the interests of the most reactionary circles of the-bou
geoisie that fascism intercepts the disappointed masses who desert

5



the old bourgeois parties. But it impresses these masses bg-the
verity of its atackson the bourgeois governments and its irredenci
able attitude to the old bourgeois parties.

Surpassing in its cynicism and hypocrisy all other varieties of
bourgeois reaction, fascism adapts its demagogy to the natenal p
culiarities of each countrgnd even to the peculiarities of theivar
ous social strata in one and the same country. And the mass of the
petty-bourgeoisie and even a section of the workers, reducedto de
pair by want, unemployment and the insecurity of their existence,
fall victim to the social and chauvinist demagogy of fascism.

Fascism comes to power aparty of attackon the revolutio-
ary movement of the proletariat, on the mass of the people who are
in a state of unrest; yet it stages its accession to powefiraga-
tionaryd movement against the bourgeoisie on behafitloé whole
natioro and for thefisalvatior of the nation. (One recalls Mussol
niés fimarctd on Rome, Pilsuds& fimarchd on Warsaw, Hitleds
NationatSocialistfirevolutiord in Germany, and so forth.)

But whaterer the masks which fascism adopts, whatever the
forms in which it presents itself, whatever the ways by which it
comes to poweir

Fascism is a most ferocious attack by capital on the mass of the
working people

Fascism is unbridled chauvinism and aragonist war;

Fascism is rabid reaction and courtevolution;

Fascism is the most vicious enemy of the working class and of
all working people!

WHAT ARE THE FRUITS OF VICTORIOUS
FASCISM FORTHE MASSES?

Fascism promised the workdis fair wage) but actually it has
brought them an even lower, a pauper standard of living. thpro
ised work for the unemployed, but actually it has brought them even
more painful torments of starvation and forced servile labor. In
practice it converts the workers and upéoged into pariahs of
capitalist society stripped of rights; destroys their trade unioas; d
prives them of the right to strike and to have their working class
press, forces them into fascist organizations, plunders their social
insurance funds and trangfias the mills and factories into barracks
where the unbridled arbitrary rule of the capitalist reigns.



Fascism promised the workiygutha broad highway to a i
liant future. But actually it has brought wholesale dismissals of
young workers, labor campsd incessant military drilling for a war
of conquest.

Fascism promised to guaranteffice workers petty officials
and intellectualssecurity of existence, to destroy the omnipotence
of the trusts and wipe out profiteering by bank capital. But actually
it has brought them an ever greater degree of despair and umcertai
ty as to the morrow; it is subjecting them to a new bureaucracy
made up of the most submissive of its followers, it is setting up an
intolerable dictatorship of the trusts and spreadinguption and
degeneration to an unprecedented extent.

Fascism promised the ruined and impoverisheasantso put
an end to debt bondage, to abolish rent and even to expropriate the
landed estates without compensation, in the interests of the landless
ard ruined peasants. But actually it is placing the toiling peasants in
a state of unprecedented servitude to the trusts and the fascist state
apparatus, and pushes to the utmost limit the exploitation of the
great mass of the peasantry by the big landowrikesbanks and
the usurers.

fiGermany will be a peasant country, or will not be ab &lit-
ler solemnly declared. And what did the peasants of Germany get
under Hitler? The moratorium, which has already been canceled?
Or the law on the inheritance of saat property, which leads to
millions of sons and daughters of peasants being squeezed out of the
villages and reduced to paupers? Farm laborers have besn tran
formed into semserfs, deprived even of the elementary right of
free movement. The working pgts have been deprived of the
opportunity of selling the produce of their farms in the market.

And in Poland?

The Polish peasaiitsays the Polish newspapezasi
employs methods and means which were used perhaps only
in the Middle Ages; he nurses tfie in his stove and lends
it to his neighbor; he splits matches into several parts; he
lends dirty soapvater to others; he boils herring barrels in
order to obtain salt water. This is not a fable, but the actual
state of affairs in the countryside, thie truth of which a-
ybody may convince himself.



And it is not Communists who write this, comrades, but a
Polish reactionary newspaper!

But this is by no means all.

Every day, in the concentration camps of fascist Germany, in the
cellars of the Gestapg@erman secret police), in the torture chambers
of Poland, in the cells of the Bulgarian and Finnish secret police, in
the AGlavnyacha in Belgrade, in the Rumanidisiguranza and on
the ltalian islands, some of the best sons of the working classj+evol
tionary peasants, fighters for the splendid future of mankind,eare b
ing subjected to revolting tortures and grdfies, before which pale
the most abominable acts of tlsarist secret police. The blaplad-
ly German fascists beat husbands to a bloody jputhe presence of
their wives, and send the ashes of murdered sons by parcel post to
their mothers. Sterilization has been made a method of political wa
fare. In the torture chambers, imprisoned-fagcists are given inje
tions of poison, their armseabioken, their eyes gouged out; they are
strung up and have water pumped into them; the fascist swastika is
carved in their living flesh.

| have before me a statistical summary drawn up by the btern
tional Red Aidi the international organization foidato revolutio-
ary fighters regarding the number of killed, wounded, arrested,
maimed and tortured to death in Germany, Poland, ltaly, Austria,
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. In Germany alone, since the National
Socialists came to power, over 4,200 dascistworkers, peasants,
employees, intellectual§ Communists, SocigDemocrats and
members of opposition Christian organizationbave been nu
dered, 317,800 arrested, 218,600 injured and subjected to torture. In
Austria, since the battles of February lasary thefiChristiard fas-
cist government has murdered 1,900 revolutionary workers, maimed
and injured 10,000 and arrested 40,000. And this summany; co
rades, is far from complete.

Words fail me in describing the indignation which seizes us at
the thought bthe torments which the working people are naw u
dergoing in a number of fascist countries. The facts and figures we
quotedo not reflect ondaundredth part of the true picturef the
exploitation and tortures inflicted by the White terror and forming
patt of the daily life of the working class in many capitalist mou
tries. Volumes cannot give a just picture of the countless brutalities
inflicted by fascism on the working people.

With feelings of profound emotion and hatred for the fascist



butchers, we ¢i the banners of the Communist International before
the unforgettable memory of John Scheer, Fiete Schulz and
Luttgens in Germany, Koloman Wallisch and Munichreiter irs-Au
tria, Sallai and Furst in Hungary, Kofardzhiev, Lutbrisky and
Voikov in Bulgariai before the memory of thousands and uho
sands of Communists, Sociaemocrats and nparty workers,
peasants and representatives of the progressive intelligentsia who
have laid down their lives in the struggle against fascism.

From this platform we greet theader of the German proletar
at and the honorary chairman of our CongréssComrade
Thaelmann. We greet Comrades Rakosi, Gramsci, Antikainen and
Yonko Panov. We greet the leader of the Spanish Socialists|-Caba
lero, imprisoned by the countegvolutionaies; Tom Mooney, who
has been languishing in prison for eighteen years, and the thousands
of other prisoners of capitalism and fascism and we say to them:
fiBrothers in the fight, brothers in arms, you are not forgotten. We
are with you. We shall give evehour of our lives, every drop of
our blood, for your liberation, and for the liberation of all toilers
from the shameful regime of fascigm.

Comrades, it was Lenin who warned us that the bourgeoisie
may succeed in overwhelming the toilers by savageriérrched-
ing the growing forces of revolution for brief periods of time, but
that, nevertheless, this would not save it from its doom.

Life will assert itselfi Lenin wrotei Let the bourgeie
sie rave, work itself into a frenzy, overdo things, commit
stypidities, take vengeance on the Bolsheviks in advance
and endeavor to kill off (in India, Hungary, Germany, etc.)
hundreds, thousands and hundreds of thousands more of
yesterdags and tomorrods Bolsheviks. Acting thus, the
bourgeoisie acts as all classkomed by history have fac
ed. Communists should know that the future, at any rate,
belongs to them; therefore, we can, and must, combine the
most intense passion in the great revolutionary struggle
with the coolest and most sober evaluation of the mad ra
ings of the bourgeoisie.

"V.lL Llenin,iLeWitngd Communi sm: Alitlel nf ant
Lenin Library, p. 807 Ed.



Aye, if we and the proletariat of the whole world firmly follow
the path indicated by Lenin and Stalin, the bourgeoisie will perish in
spite of everything.

IS THE VICTORY OF FASCISM INEVITABLE?

Why was it that fascism could triurnpand how?

Fascism is the most vicious enemy of the working class and
working people. Fascism is the enemy of Aigeths of the German
people, nindenths of the Austrian people, nitenths of the other
people in fascist countries. How, in what wayuldothis vicious
enemy triumph?

Fascism was able to come to powmimarily because the
working class, owing to the policy of class collaboration with the
bourgeoisie pursued by the Sodimocratic leaderg@roved to be
split, politically and organizatinally disarmedin face of the o-
slaught of the bourgeoisie. And the Communist Parties, on the other
hand, apart from and in opposition to the Sebiamocratswere
not strong enougto rouse the masses and to lead them in a decisive
struggle against fagsm.

And, indeed, let the millions of SociBlemocratic workers, who
together with their Communist brothers are now experiencing the
horrors of fascist barbarism, seriously reflect on this. If, in 1918,
when revolution broke out in Germany and Austtig, Austrian and
German proletariat had not followed the Se@eimocratic leade
ship of Otto Bauer, Friedrich Adler and Karl Renner irstha and
Ebert and Scheidemann in Germany, but had followed the road of the
Russian Bolsheviks, the road of Lenin &tdlin, there would now be
no fascism in Austria or Germany, in Italy or Hang in Poland or
in the Balkans. Not the bourgeoisie, but the working class would long
ago have been the master of the situatiorunoje.

Take, for example, théustrian Socid-Democratic Party. The
revolution of 1918 raised it to a tremendous height. It held thepo
in its hands, it held strong positions in the army and in the state app
ratus. Relying on these positions, it could have nipped fascism in the
bud. But it surredered one position of the working class after another
without resistance. It allowed the bourgeoisie to strengthen its power,
annul the constitution, purge the state apparatus, army and police
force of SociaDemocratic functionaries and take the arseaalay
from the workers. It allowed the fascist bandits to murder Social
Democratic workers with impunity and accepted the terms of the
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Huettenberg pact, which gave the fascist elements entry to the fact
ries. At the same time the Soedémocratic leader®bled the wdk-

ers with the Linz program, which contained thermative possibility

of using armed force against the bourgeoisie and establishingothe pr
letarian dictatorship, assuring them that in the event of the ruling class
using force against the wong class, the Party would reply by a call
for a general strike and for armed struggle. As though the whale pol
cy of preparation for a fascist attack on the working class were not
one chain of acts of violence against the working class masked by
constituional forms! Even on the eve and in the course of theuFebr
ary battles the AustriandBial-Democratic leaders left the heroically
fighting Schutzbund isolated from the masses, and doomed the Au
trian proletariat to efeat.

Was the victory of fascism ingable in Germany?No, the
German working class could have prevented it.

But in order to do so, it should have achieved a united anti
fascist proletarian front, and forced the Se€amocratic leaders to
put a stop to their campaign against the Commsirgistl to accept
the repeated proposals of the Communist Party for united action
against fascism.

When fascism was on the offensive and the bourgeoi®o-dem
cratic liberties were being progressively abolished by the borgeo
sie, it should not have contenteself with the verbal resolutions of
the SocialDemocrats, but should have replied by a genuine mass
struggle, which would have made the fulfillment of the fascist plans
of the German bourgeoisie more difficult.

It should not have allowed the prohibitiohthe League of Red
Front Fighters by the government of Braun and Severing, and
should haveestablished fighting contact tmeen the League and
the Reichsbannerwith its nearly one million members, and have
compelled Braun and Severing to arm both thagmnizations in
order to resist and smash the fascist bands.

It should have compelled the Soeid¢mocratic leaders who
headed the Prussian government to adopt measures of defense
against fascism, arrest the fascist leaders, close down their press,
confiscate their material resources and the resources of thel-capita

"ReichsbanneifiThe Fl ag of t-BemocRtcsémin, 0 a
military mass organization-Ed.
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ists who were financing the fascist movement, dissolve the fascist
organizations, deprive them of their weapons and so forth.

Furthermore, it should have secured thess&blishment and
extension of all forms of social assistance and the introduction of a
moratorium and crisis benefits for the peasdnwho were being
ruined under the influence of crisedyy taxing the banks and the
trusts, in this way securing for itself the support of darking
peasants. It was the fault of the So@&mocrats of Germany that
this was not done, and that is why fascism was able to triumph.

Was it inevitable that the bourgeoisie and the aristocracy should
have triumphed irSpain a country where the foes of proletarian
revolt are so advantageously combined with a peasant war?

The Spanish Socialists were in the government from the first
days of the revolution. Did they establish fighting contact between
the working class organizations of every politicpinion, including
the Communists and the Anarchists, and did they weld the working
class into a united trade union organization? Did they demand the
confiscation of all lands of the landlords, the church and the srona
teries in favor of the peasants irder to win over the latter to the
side of the revolution? Did they attempt to fight for national-self
determination for the Catalonians and the Basques, and fobthe li
eration of Morocco? Did they purge the army of monarchist and
fascist elements and prepait for passing over to the side of the
workers and peasants? Did they dissolve the Civil Guard, sd-detes
ed by the people, the executioner of every movement of the people?
Did they strike at the fascist party of Gil Robles and at the might of
the Cathadt church? No, they did none of these things. They trejec
ed the frequent proposals of the Communists for united action
against the offensive of the bourgel@adlord reaction and $a
cism; they passed election laws which enabled the reactionaries to
gain amajority in the Cortes (parliament), laws which penalized
popular movements, laws under which the heroic miners of Asturias
are now being tried. They had peasants who were fighting for land
shot by the Civil Guard, and so on.

This is the way in which th8ociatDemocrats, by disorgari
ing and splitting the ranks of the working class, cleared the path to
power for fascism in Germany, Austria and Spain.

Comrades, fascism also triumphed for the reason that the prol
tariat found itself isolated from its na#l allies. Fascism triumphed
because it was able to win ovarge masses of the peasantoy-
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ing to the fact that the SociBlemocrats, in the name of the \Wer

ing class, pursued what was in fact an -petasant policy. The
peasant saw in power a numbéiSociatDemocratic governments,
which in his eyes were an embodiment of the power of the working
class, but not one of them put an end to peasant want, none of them
gave land to the peasantry. In Germany, the S@ahocrats did

not touch the landlordshey combated the strikes of the agricultural
workers, with the result that long before Hitler came to power the
agricultural workers of Germany were deserting the reformist trade
unions and in the majority of cases were going over to the
Stahlhelm and tthe NationalSocialists.

Fascism also triumphed for the reason that it was able ® pen
trate the ranks of thgouth whereas the Sociilemocrats diverted
the working class youth from the class struggle, while the wevol
tionary proletariat did not develdhe necessary educational work
among the youth and did not pay enough attention to the struggle
for its specific interests and demands. Fascism grasped the very
acute need of the youth for militant activity, and enticed a conside
able section of the youtimto its fighting detachments. The new
generation of young men and women has not experienced the ho
rors of war. They have felt the full weight of the economic crisis,
unemployment and the disintegration of bourgeois democracy. But,
seeing no prospects rfdhe future, large sections of the youth
proved to be particularly receptive to fascist demagogy, whéeh d
picted for them an alluring future should fascism succeed.

In this connection, we cannot avoid referring also to a number
of mistakes committed byheé Communist Partiesmistakes that
hampered our struggle against fascism.

In our ranks there was an impermissible underestimation of the
fascist danger, a tendency which to this day has not everywhere
been overcome. Of this nature was the opinion foymerlbe met
with in our Parties to the effect th&Bermany is not Italy mea-
ing that fascism may have succeeded in Italy, but that its success in
Germany was out of the question, because the latter is an industria
ly and culturally highly developed coum, with forty years of trad
tions of the working class movement, in which fascism was smpo
sible. Or the kind of opinion which is to be met with nowadays, to
the effect that in countries @tlassicab bourgeois democracy the
soil for fascism does not &st. Such opinions have served and may
serve to relax vigilance toward the fascist danger, and to render the
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mobilization of the proletariat in the struggle against fascism more
difficult.

One might also cite not a few instances where Communists
were take unawares by the fascisbup. Remember Bulgaria,
where the leadership of our Party took upnautrald but in fact
opportunist, position with regard to tkeup détatof June 9,1923;
Poland, where, in May, 1926, the leadership of the Communist
Party, naking a wrong estimate of the motive forces of the Polish
revolution, did not realize the fascist nature of Pilsudskoup and
trailed in the rear of events; Finland, where our Party based itself on
a false conception of slow and gradual fascization amtlooked
the fascisttoupwhich was being prepared by the leading group of
the bourgeoisie and which took the Party and the working class
unawares.

When NationalSocialism had already become a menacing mass
movement in Germany, there were comrades wdgarded the
Bruening government as already a government of fascist dictato
ship, and who boastfully declarefilf Hitlerés Third Reich ever
comes about, it will be six feet underground, and above it will be
the victorious power of the workeds.

Our comraes in Germany for a long time failed to reckon with
the wounded national sentiments and the indignation of the masses
against the Versailles Treaty; they treated as of little account the
waverings of the peasantry and petty bourgeoisie; they were late in
drawing up their program of social and national emancipation, and
when they did put it forward they were unable to adapt it to the co
crete demands of the level of the masses. They were even unable to
popularize it widely among the masses.

In a number otountries the necessary development of a mass
fight against fascism was replaced by barren-$glitting as to the
nature of fascismiin generab and by anarrow sectarian attitudén
formulating and solving the immediate political tasks of the Party.

Comrades, it is not simply because we want to dig up the past
that we speak of the causes of the victory of fascism, that we point
to the historical responsibility of the Soelaémocrats for the at
feat of the working class, and that we also point out our og-
takes in the fight against fascism. We are not historians divorced
from living reality; we, active fighters of the working class, are
obliged to answer the question that is tormenting millions okwor
ers:Can the victory of fascism be preventadd row? And we -
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ply to these millions of workers: Yes, comrades, the road in the way
of fascism can be blocked. It is quite possible. It depends on ou
selveson the workers, the peasants and all working people!

Whether the victory of fascism can be prevdntependdirst
and foremosbn the militant activity of the working class itself, on
whether its forces are welded into a single militant army combating
the offensive of capitalism and fascism. By establishing its fighting
unity, the proletariat would palyze the influence of fascism over
the peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie of the towns, the youth and the
intelligentsia, and would be able to neutralize one section of them
and win over another section.

Second it depends on the existence of a strong ltgianary
party, correctly leading the struggle of the working people against
fascism. A party which systematically calls on the workers to retreat
in the face of fascism and permits the fascist bourgeoisie to
strengthen its positions will inevitably leite workers to defeat.

Third, it depends on a correct policy of the working class t
ward the peasantry and the pdityurgeois masses of the towns.
These masses must be taken as they are, and not as we should like
to have them. It is only in the procedstite struggle that they will
overcome their doubts and waverings. It is only by a patient attitude
toward their inevitable waverings, it is only by the political help of
the proletariat, that they will be able to rise to a higher level af-rev
lutionary cansciousness and activity.

Fourth, it depends on the vigilance and timely action of the
revolutionary proletariat. The latter must not allow fascism to take it
unawares, it must not surrender the initiative to fascism, but must
inflict decisive blows on ibefore it can gather its forces, it must not
allow fascism to consolidate its position, it must repel fascism
wherever and whenever it rears its head, it must not allow fascism
to gain new positions. This is what the French proletariat is o su
cessfullytrying to do.

These are the main conditions for preventing the growthsaf fa
cism and its accession to power.

FASCISM7 A FEROCIOUS BUT UNSTABLE POWER

The fascist dictatorship of the bourgeoisie is a ferocious power,
but an unstable one.

What are the clif causes of the instability of the fascist
dictatorship?
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Fascism undertakes to overcome the disharmonies andantag
nisms within the bourgeois camp, but it makes these antagonisms
even more acute. Fascism tries to establish its political monopoly by
violently destroying other political parties. But the existence of the
capitalist system, the existence of various classes and the accentu
tion of class contradictions inevitably tend to undermine ard e
plode the political monopoly of fascism. This is not tlasec of a
Soviet country, where the dictatorship of the proletariat is aldo rea
ized by a party with a political monopoly, but where this political
monopoly accords with the interests of millions of working people
and is increasingly being based on the troietion of a classless
society. In a fascist country the party of the fascists cannot preserve
its monopoly for long, because it cannot set itself the aim df abo
ishing classes and class contradictions. It puts an end to the legal
existence of bourgeoisapties. But a number of them continue to
maintain an illegal existence, while the Communist Party even in
conditions of illegality continues to make progress, becomes steeled
and tempered and leads the struggle of the proletariat against the
fascist dictatrship. Hence, under the blows of class contradictions,
the political monopoly of fascism is bound to explode.

Another reason for the instability of the fascist dictatorship is
that the contrast between the ardpitalist demagogy of fascism
and its polty of enriching the monopolist bourgeoisie in the most
piratical fashion makes it easier to expose the class natures-of fa
cism and tends to shake and narrow its mass basis.

Furthermore, the victory of fascism arouses the deep hatred and
indignation of themasses, helps to revolutionize them, and provides a
powerful stimulus for a united front of the proletariat agairsstisgan.

By conducting a policy of economic nationalism (autarchy) and
by seizing the greater part of the national income for the puigdose
preparing for war, fascism undermines the whole economic life of
the country and accentuates the economic war between the capitalist
states. To the conflicts that arise among the bourgeoisie it lends the
character of sharp and at times bloody collisithrad undermine the
stability of the fascist state power in the eyes of the peoplevA go
ernment which murders its own followers, as happened in Germany
on June 30 of last year, a fascist government against which another
section of the fascist bourgeoisgeconducting an armed fight (the
NationatSocialistputschin Austria and the violent attacks of ind
vidual fascist groups on the fascist governments in Poland, Bulga
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ia, Finland and other countries)a government of this character
cannot for long mainta its authority in the eyes of the broad mass
of the petty bourgeoisie.

The working class must be able to take advantage of thg-anta
onisms and conflicts within the bourgeois camp, but it must not
cherish the illusion that fascism will exhaust itselfitsf own a-
cord. Fascism will not collapse automatically. It is only the nevol
tionary activity of the working class which can help to takle a
vantage of the conflicts which inevitably arise within the bourgeois
camp in order to undermine the fascist diatstigp and to ove
throw it.

By destroying the relics of bourgeois democracy, by elevating
open violence to a system of government, fascism shakes démocra
ic illusions and undermines the authority of the law in the eyes of
the working people. This is partilarly the case in countries such as
Austria and Spain, where the workers have taken up arms against
fascism. In Austria, the heroic struggle of the Schutzbund and the
Communists, in spite of their defeat, shook the stability of tke fa
cist dictatorship fom the very outset. In Spain, the bourgeoisie did
not succeed in putting the fascist muzzle on the working people.
The armed struggles in Austria and Spain have resulted in eder wi
er masses of the working class coming to realize the necessity for a
revoluionary class struggle.

Only such monstrous philistines, such lackeys of the boisrgeo
sie, as the superannuated theoretician of the Second International,
Karl Kautsky, are capable of casting reproaches at the workers, to
the effect that they should not leataken up arms in Austria and
Spain. What would the working class movement in Austria and
Spain look like today if the working class of these countries were
guided by the treacherous counsels of the Kautskys? The working
class would be experiencing prof@udemoralization in its ranks.

The school of civil waii Lenin saysi does not leave

the people unaffected. It is a harsh school, and its complete
curriculum inevitably includes the victories of the counter
revolution, the debaucheries of enraged renaties, s&

age punishments meted out by the old governments to the
rebels, etc. But only downright pedants and mentadly d
crepit mummies can grieve over the fact that nationsrare e
tering this painful school; this school teaches the oppressed
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classes howot conduct civil war; it teaches how to bring
about a victorious revolution; it concentrates in the masses
of presentday slaves that hatred which is always harbored
by the downtrodden, dull, ignorant slaves, and which leads
those slaves who have become smous of the shame of
their slavery to the greatest historic exploits.

The triumph of fascism in Germany has, as we know, bden fo
lowed by a new wave of the fascist offensive, which, in Austria, led
to the provocation by Dollfuss, in Spain to the newglanghts of
the counterevolutionaries on the revolutionary conquests of the
masses, in Poland to the fascist reform of the constitution, while in
France it spurred the armed detachments of the fascists to attempt a
coup d¥tatin February, 1934. But thigctory, and the frenzy of the
fascist dictatorship, called forth a counteovement for a united
proletarian front against fascism on an international scale.

The burning of the Reichstag, which served as a signal for the
general attack of fascism on therking class, the seizure andbsp
liation of the trade unions and the other working class organizations,
the groans of the tortured affdiscists rising from the vaults of the
fascist barracks and concentration camps, are making it clear to the
masses whahas been the outcome of the reactionary, disruptive
role played by the German Soeémocratic leaders, who rejected
the proposal made by the Communists for a joint struggle against
advancing fascism. These things are convincing the masses of the
necesiy of amalgamating all forces of the working class for the
overthrow of fascism.

Hitler&s victory also provided a decisive stimulus for theaere
tion of a united front of the working class against fascism in France.
Hitler& victory not only aroused in éhworkers a fear of the fate
that befell the German workers, not only kindled hatred for tke ex
cutioners of their German class brothers, but also strengthened in
them the determination never in any circumstances to allow in their
country what happened the working class in Germany.

The powerful urge toward the united front in all the capitalist
countries shows that the lessons of defeat have not been in vain. The
working class is beginning to act imaw way.The initiative shown

"V.l.Leni n, #Alnfl ammabl e M&dleetedi al i n
Works Vol. IV, p. 298.i Ed.
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by the Communist Partiyn the organization of the united front and
the supreme seffacrifice displayed by the Communists, by the re
olutionary workers in the struggle against fascism, have resulted in
an unprecedented increase in the prestige of the Communistaitern
tional. Atthe same time, a deep crisis is developing in the Second
International, a crisis which is particularly noticeable and has pa
ticularly accentuated since the bankruptcy of German Social
Democracy.

With ever greater ease are the SebBiamocratic workerslde
to convince themselves that fascist Germany, with all its horrors and
barbarities, is in the final analysithe result ofthe Social
Democratic policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoiSiee-
se masses are coming ever more clearly to realizethiapath
along which the German Soci@emocratic leaders led the proleta
iat must not be traversed again. Never has there been such ideolog
cal dissension in the camp of the Second International as atethe pr
sent time. A process of differentiation ikiteg place in all the &
cial-Democratic Parties. Within their ranks two principal camps are
forming: side by side with the existing camp of reactionagy el
ments, who are trying in every way to preserve the bloc between the
SociatDemocrats and the bourgeid, and who rabidly reject a
united front with the Communistshere is beginning to form a
camp of revolutionary elements who entertain doubts as to the co
rectness of the policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie
who are in favor of the creatn of a united front with the @o
munists and who are increasingly coming to adopt the position of
the revolutionary class struggle.

Thus fascism, which appeared as the result of the decline of the
capitalist system, in the long run acts as a factorsdiither dign-
tegration. Thus fascism, which has under taken to bury Marxism,
the revolutionary movement of the working class, is, as a result of
the dialectics of life and the class struggle, itself leading to the fu
ther development of the forces tha¢ &ound to serve as its grave
diggers, the gravdiggers of capitalism.

2. United Front of the Working Class Against Fascism

Comrades, millions of workers and toilers of the capitalist
countries ask the question: How can fascism be prevented from
comingto power and how can fascism be overthrown after it has
been victorious? To this the Communist International replies:
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first thing that must be don¢he thing with which to begins to
form a united frontto establish unity of action of the workers i
every factoryin every districtin every regionin every countryall

over the world. Unity of action of the proletariat on a national and
international scale is the mighty weapon which renders the working
class capable not only of successful defdngealso of successful
counterattack against fascispagainst the class enemy.

IMPORTANCE OF THE UNITED FRONT

Is it not clear that joint action by the supporters of the parties
and organizations of the two Internationals, the Communist and the
Second Irgrnational, would make it easier for the masses to repulse
the fascist onslaught, and would heighten the political importance of
the working class?

Joint action by the parties of both Internationals agairst fa
cism, however, would not be confined in iffeets to influencing
their present adherents, the Communists and SDeialocrats; it
would also exert a powerful influence on the ranks ofCGhtholic,
Anarchist and unorganized workeeen upon those who hadrte
porarily become the victims of fasoi@magogy.

Moreover, a powerful united front of the proletariat would exert
tremendous influence caall other strata of the working peoplen
the peasantry, on the urban petty bourgeoisie, on the intelligentsia.
A united front would inspire the waveringagps with faith in the
strength of the working class.

But even this is not all. The proletariat of the imperialistncou
tries has possible allies not only in the toilers of its own countries
but also in theoppressed nations of the colonies and sewiories.
Inasmuch as the proletariat is split both nationally and intern&tiona
ly, inasmuch as one of its parts supports the policy of collaboration
with the bourgeoisie, in particular its system of oppression in the
colonies and sendolonies, a barrier is pwbetween the working
class and the oppressed peoples of the colonies anecskemies,
and the world antimperialist front is weakened. Every step on the
road to unity of action in the direction of supporting the struggle for
the liberation of the colaal peoples by the proletariat of the iep
rialist countries means transforming the colonies and-selonies
into one of the most important reserves of the world proletariat.

If, finally, we bear in mind that international unity of action by
the proletaat relies on thesteadily growing strength of the pesl
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tarian state the land of socialisinthe Soviet Unionwe see what
broad perspectives are revealed by the realization of proletaiian un
ty of action on a national and international scale.

The estabhment of unity of action by all sections of the kvor
ing class, irrespective of the party or organization to which they
belong, is necessagven before the majority of the working class is
united in the struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and thevic
ry of the proletarian revolution.

Is it possible to realize this unity of action of the proletariat in
the individual countries and throughout the whole world? Yes, it is.
And it is possible at this very moment. The Communist
Internationalputs no condions for unity of action except onand
that an éementary condition acceptable for all workevéz., that
the unity of action be directed against fascisigainst the offensive
of capital against the threat of waagainst the class eneniphis is
our condition.

THE CHIEF ARGUMENTS OF THE OPPONENTS
OF THEUNITED FRONT

What objections can the opponents of the united front have and
how do they voice their objections?

Some sayfiTo the Communists the slogan of the united front is
merely a maneuverBut if it is a maneuver, we reply, why d@n
you expose théCommunist maneuverby your honest particg
tion in the united front? We declare frankly: We want unity of a
tion by the working class, so that the proletariat may grow strong in
its struggle agast the bourgeoisie, in order that while defending
today its current interests against attacking capital, against fascism,
the proletariat may reach a position tomorrow to create the prelim
nary conditions for its final emancipation.

fiThe Communists attacksp say others. But listen, we have
repeatedly declared: We shall not attack anyone, whether persons,
organizations or parties, standing for the united front of the working
class against the class enemy. But at the same time it is our duty, in
the intersts of the proletariat and its cause, to criticize those pe
sons, organizations and parties that hinder unity of action by the
workers.

fiwe cannot form a united front with the Communists, since
they have a different prograinsays a third group. But youwowr-
selves say that your program differs from the program of the bou
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geois parties, and yet this did not and does not prevent you from
entering into coalitions with these parties.

fiThe bourgeoiglemocratic parties are better allies against fa
cism than theCommunists) say the opponents of the united front
and the advocates of coalition with the bourgeoisie. But what does
Germanys experience teach? Did not the SeBlaimocrats form a
bloc with thosdbetteod allies? And what were the results?

filf we estalish a united front with the Communists, the petty
bourgeoisie will take fright at théRed dangdrand will desert to
the fascist®) we hear it said quite frequently. But does the united
front represent a threat to the peasants, small traders, artigaiks, w
ing intellectuals? No, the united front is a threat to the big boitrgeo
sie, the financial magnates, thenkersand other exploiters, whose
regime brings complete ruin to all these strata.

fiSociatDemocracy is for democracy, the Communists are for
dictatorship; therefore we cannot form a united front with the
Communists) say some of the Sociilemocratic leaders. But are
we offering you now a united front for the purpose of proclaiming
the dictatorship of the proletariat? We make no such proposal now.

fiLet the Communists recognize democracy, let them come out
in its defense, then we shall be ready for a united &diat.this we
reply: We are adherents of Soviet democracy, the democracy of the
toilers, the most consistent democracy in the world. Btliencajp
talist countries we defend and shall continue to defend every inch of
bourgeoisdemocratic liberties, which are being attacked by fascism
and bourgeois reaction, because the interests of the class struggle of
the proletariat so dictate.

fiBut thetiny Communist Parties do not add anything by parti
ipating in the united front brought about by the Labor Pasgy,
for instance, the Labor leaders of Great Britain. Recall how tise Au
trian SocialDemocratic leaders said the same things with reference
to the small Austrian Communist Party. And what have events
shown? It was not the Austrian Soeiz@mocratic Party headed by
Otto Bauer and Karl Renner that proved right, but the tiny Austrian
Communist Party which at the right moment signaled the fascist
danger in Austria and called upon the workers to struggle. The
whole experience of the labor movement has shown that the Co
munists, with all their relative insignificance in numbers, are the
motive power of the militant activity of the proletariat. Besides,
it must not be forgotten that the Communist Parties of Austria or
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Great Britain are not only the tens of thousands of workers who are
adherents of the Party, but aparts of the world Communist
movement, ar&ections of the Communist Internatigrtakeleading
Party of which is the Party of a proletariat which has already
achieved victory and rules over esigth of the globe.

fiBut the united front did not prevent fascism from beingovict
rious in the Saad,is another objection advanced by the apgnts
of the united front. Strange is the logic of these gentlemen! First
they leave no stone unturned to ensure the victory of fascism and
then they rejoice with malicious glee because the united front which
they entered into only at the last moment wid lead to the victory
of the workers.

filf we were to form a united front with the Communists, we
should have to withdraw from the coalition, and reactionary and
fascist parties would enter the governmergay the Social
Democratic leaders holding cabirposts in various countries. Very
well. Was not the German Soclaemocratic Party in a coalition
government? It was. Was not the Austrian SeDamocratic Party
in office? It was. Were not the Spanish Socialists in the same go
ernment as the bourgea@8i They were, too. Did the participation of
the SocialDemocratic Parties in the bourgeois coalition gover
ments in these countries prevent fascism from attacking the-prol
tariat? It did not. Consequently it is as clear as daylight that partic
pation of Saial-Democratic ministers in bourgeois governments is
not a barrier to fascism.

fiThe Communists act like dictators, they want to prescribe and
dictate everything to us.No. We prescribe nothing and dictate
nothing. We only put forward our proposals, loegonvinced that if
realized they will meet the interests of the working people. This is
not only the right but the duty of all those acting in the name of the
workers. You are afraid of thidictatorship of the Communists?
Let us jointly submit all propsals to the workers, both yours and
ours, jointly discuss them together with all the workers, and choose
those proposals which are most useful to the cause of the working
class.

Thus all these arguments against the united fsilhinot stand
the slightescriticism. They are rather the flimsy excuses of the r
actionary leaders of SociBlemocracy, who prefer their united
front with the bourgeoisie to the united front of the proletariat.
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No. These excuses will not hold water. The internationakprol
tariathas experienced the suffering caused by the split in thie-wor
ing class, and becomes more and more convincedthbatinited
front, the unity of action of the proletariat on a national and linte
national scaleis at once necessary and perfectly possible.

CONTENT AND FORMS OF THE UNITED FRONT

What is and ought to be the basic content of the united front at
the present stage? The defense of the immediate economio-and p
litical interests of the working class, the defense of the working
class against fascismust form thestarting pointandmain content
of the united front in all capitalist countries.

We must not confine ourselves to bare appeals to struggle for
the proletarian dictatorship. We must also find and advance those
slogans and forms of struggle ish arise from the vital needs of
the masses, from the level of their fighting capacity at the present
stage of development.

We must point out to the masses what they musodiayto de-
fend themselves against capitalist spoliation and fascist barbarity.

We must strive to establish the widest united front with the aid
of joint action by workei@organizations of different trends for the
defense of the vital interests of the toiling masses. This means:

First, joint struggle really to shift the burden dfet cone-
guences of the crisis onto the shoulders of the ruling classes, the
shoulders of the capitalists, landloridsn a word, to the shoulders
of the rich.

Secondjoint struggle against all forms of the fascist offensive,
in defense of the gains andktrights of the toilers, against the-d
struction of bourgeoidemocratic liberties.

Third, joint struggle against the approaching danger of imper
aist war, a struggle that will make the preparation of such a war
more difficult.

We must tirelessly prepathe working class formapid change
in forms and methods of struggldnen there is a change in thausit
ation. As the movement grows and the unity of the working class
strengthens, we must go further, and prepare the trankibionthe
defensive to theffensive against capitasteering toward thergan-
ization of a mass politicaktrike. It must be an absolute condition
of such a strike to draw into it the main trade unions of the countries
concerned.
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Communists, of course, cannot and must not fanament
abandon their owimdependent worlkf Communist education,ro
ganization and mobilization of the masses. However, to ensure that
the workers find the road of unity of action, it is necessary to strive
at the same time both for shoetm and for longerm agreements
that provide forjoint action with SociaDemocratic Partiesre-
formist trade unions and other organizations of the toigainst
the class enemies of the proletariat. The chief stress in all this must
be laid on developing mass actiatally, to be carried out by the
local organizationghrough local agreements.

While loyally carrying out the conditions of all agreements
made with them, we shall mercilessly expose all sabotage of joint
action on the part of persons and organizatiomscjzating in the
united front. To any attempt to wreck the agreemé&ngsd such
attempts may possibly be madeve shall reply by appealing to the
masses while continuing untiringly to struggle for restoration of the
broken unity of action.

It goes wihout saying that the practical realization of the united
front will take variousforms in various countries, depending upon
the condition and character of the worlésysganizations and their
political level, upon the situation in the particular countgom the
changes in progress in the international labor movement, etc.

These forms may include, for instance: coordinated joint action
of the workers to be agreed upom case to casen definite oca-
sions, on individual demands or on the basis of a comphatform;
coordinated actions iimdividual enterprise®r by whole industries
coordinated actions on lacal, regional national or international
scale ; coordinated actions for the organization of tmnomic
struggle of the workers, carrying odtroasspolitical actions, for the
organization of jointselfdefenseagainst fascist attacks; coordinated
action in rendering aid tpolitical prisoners and their familieén the
field of struggle againstocial reaction; joint actions in the defense
of theinterests of the youtaindwomenin the field of thecooperative
movementultural activity, sport etc.

It would be insufficient to rest content with the conclusion of a
pact providing for joint action and the formation of contact cammi
tees from lhe parties and organizations participating in the united
front, like those we have in France, for instance. That is only the
first step. The pact is an auxiliary means for obtaining joint action,
but by itself it does not constitute a united front. A contmmms-
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sion between the leaders of the Communist and Socialist Parties is
necessary to facilitate the carrying out of joint action, but by itself it
is far from adequate for a real development of the united front, for
drawing the widest masses into thriggle against fascism.

The Communists and all revolutionary workers must strive for
the formation of elected (and in the countries of fascist dictatorship
T selected from the most authoritative participants in the united
front movementglass bodies ahe united front chosen irrespective
of party, at thefactories among theunemployedin the working
class districts among thesmall townsfolkand in thevillages.Only
such bodies will be able to include also in the united frontenov
ment the vast masse$ unorganized toilers, and will be able ® a
sist in developing mass initiative in the struggle against the tapita
ist offensive of fascism and reaction, and on this basis create the
necessanproad active rank and file of the united fraamtd train
hundeds and thousands of n@arty Bolsheviks in the capitalist
countries.

Joint action of theorganizedworkers is the beginning, the
foundation. But we must not lose sight of the fact that the-uno
ganized masses constitute the vast majority of workerss,Tihu
Francethe number of organized workdérsCommunists, Socialists,
trade union members of various treridss altogetherabout one
million, while the total number of workers &even million.In
Great Britainthere are approximatefive million membes of trade
unions and parties of various trades. At the same time the total
number of workers ifourteen millionln theUnited States of Ame
ica aboutfive million workersare organized, while altogether there
arethirty-eight millionworkers in that contry. About the samear
tio holds good for a number of other countriesfihiormab times
this mass in the main does not participate in political life. But now
this gigantic mass is getting into motion more and more, is being
brought into political life, omes out in the political arena.

The creation of nopartisan class bodies is thest formfor
carrying out, extending and strengthening the united front among
the rank and file of the masses. These bodies will likewise be the
best bulwark against anytemtnpt of the opponents of the united
front to disrupt the established unity of action of the working class.
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THE ANTI-FASCIST PEOPLES FRONT

In mobilizing the mass of working people for the struggle against

fascism, the formation of wide popular antifascist front on the
basis of the proletarian united froig a particularly mportant task.
The success of the whole struggle of the proletariat is closely bound
up with establishing a fighting alliance between the proletariat on the
one hand, and the tailj peasantry and basic mass of the urban petty
bourgeoisie, who together form the majority of the population even in
industrially developed countries, on thbest

In its agitation, fascism, desirous of winning these masses to its
own side, tries to s¢he mass of working people in town and geou
tryside against the revolutionary proletariat, frightening the petty
bourgeoisie with the bogey of tHi&Red perild We mustturn this
weapon against those who wieldaitd show the working peasants,
artisans andnitellectuals whence the real danger threatens. We must
show concretelyho it is that piles the burden of taxes and imposts
on to the peasant and squeezes usurious interest out of him; who it
is that, while owning the best land and every form of wealikesr
the peasant and his family from his plot of land and dooms him to
unemployment and poverty. We must explain concretely, patiently
and persistently who it is that ruins the artisans and handicraftsmen
with taxes, imposts, high rents and competitionasgible for them
to withstand; who it is that throws into the street and deprives of
employment the wide masses of the working intelligentsia.

But this isnot enough.

The fundamental, the most decisive thing in establishingrthe a
ti-fascist Peopl& Frort is resolute action of the revolutionary gr
letariat in defense of the demands of these sections of the people,
particularly the working peasantrydemands in line with the basic
interests of the proletari&itand in the process of struggle combi
ing thedemands of the working class with these demands.

In forming the antfascist Peopl@& Front, a correct approach to
those organizations and parties which have in them a considerable
number of the working peasantry and the mass of the urban petty
bourgeoige is of great importance.

In the capitalist counties the majority of these parties andherga
izations, political as well as economic, are still under the influence
of the bourgeoisie and follow it. The social composition of these
parties and organizatioris heterogeneous. They include big kulaks
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(rich peasants) side by side with landless peasants, big business men
alongside of petty shopkeepers; but control is in the hands of the
former, the agents of big capital. This obliges ugapproach the
different organizations in different waysaking into consideration
that not infrequently the bulk of the membership does not know
anything about the real political character of its leadership. Under
certain conditions, we can and must try to draw these parttes an
organizations or certain sections of them to the side of the anti
fascist Peoplés Front, despite their bourgeois leadership. Such, for
instance, is today the situation in France with the Radical Party, in
the United States with various farm@krganizdions, in Poland
with the fiStronnictwo Ludowe) in Yugoslavia with the Croatian
PeasantsParty, in Bulgaria with the Agrarian League, in Greece
with the Agrarians, etc. But regardless of whether or not there is any
chance of attracting these parties arghaizations as a whole to the
Peoplés Front, our tactics musinder all circumstancelse directed
toward drawing the small peasants, artisans, handicraftsmen, etc.,
among their members into the af#iscist Peopl@ Front.

Hence, you see that in thieliil we must all along the line put
an end to what frequently occurs in our practical wiorleglect or
contempt of the various organizations and parties of the peasants,
artisans and the mass of petty bourgeoisie in the towns.

KEY QUESTIONS OF THE UNITEODFRONT
IN INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES

There are in every country certdiey questionsvhich at the
present stage are agitating vast masses of the population and around
which the struggle for the establishment of the united front must be
developed. If these keyomts, or key questions, are properly
grasped, it will ensure and accelerate the establishment of the united
front.

A. The United States of America

Let us take, for example, so important a country in the capitalist
world as the United States of Americahefe millions of people
have been set into motion by the crisis. The program for the-reco
ery of capitalism has collapsed. Vast masses are beginningre aba
don the bourgeois parties and are at present at the crossroads.

Embryo American fascism is trying tdirect the disillusio-
ment and discontent of these masses into reactionary fasaist cha
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nels. It is a peculiarity of the development of American fascism that
at the present stage this fascism comes forward principally in the
guise of an opposition to fasm, which it accuses of being ann-
Americard tendency imported from abroad. In contradistinction to
German fascism, which acts under amnstitutional slogans,
American fascism tries to portray itself as the custodian of tlme Co
stitution andfAmerican democracyo It does not yet represent a
directly menacing force. But if it succeeds in penetrating to the wide
masses who have become disillusioned with the old bourgemwis pa
ties it may become a serious menace in the very near future.

And what would thesuccess of fascism in the United States i
volve? For the mass of working people it would, of course, involve
the unrestrained strengthening of the regime of exploitation and the
destruction of the workinglass movement. And what would be the
internationalsignificance of this success of fascism? As we know,
the United States is not Hungary, or Finland, or Bulgaria, or Latvia.
The success of fascism in the United States would vitally change the
whole international situation.

Under these circumstances, dile American proletariat ce
tent itself with organizing only its clags®nscious vanguard, which
is prepared to follow the revolutionary path? No.

It is perfectly obvious that the interests of the Americanesrol
tariat demand that all its forces dissocidemselves from the cap
talist parties without delay. It must find in good time ways and sui
able forms to prevent fascism from winning over the wide mass of
discontented working people. And here it must be said that under
American conditions the creatimf a mass party of working pe
ple, afiWorker®and FarmeréParty,0 might serve as such a suit
ble form. Such a party would be a specific form of the mass Pe
pleds Front in Americand should be put in opposition to the parties
of the trusts and the bankand likewise to growing fascism. Such a
party, of course, will baeneither Socialistnor Communist. But it
must bean antifascist party andnust notbe an antiCommunist
Party. The program of this party must be directed against the banks,
trusts and mormlies, against the principal enemies of the people,
who are gambling on the woes of the latter. Such a party wikk-corr
spond to its name only if it defends the urgent demands of the wor
ing class, only if it fights for genuine social legislation, for mne
ployment insurance; only if it fights for land for the white and black
sharecroppers and for their liberation from debt burdens; only if it
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tries to secure the cancellation of the farrdardebtedness; only if

it fights for equal status for Negroes; oifljt defends the demands
of the war veterans and the interests of members of the liberal pr
fessions, small businessmen and artisans. And so on.

It goes without saying that such a party will fight for thecele
tion of its own candidates to local governmdo the state legiat
tures, to the House of Representatives and the Senate.

Our comrades in the United States acted rightly in takingithe i
itiative for the creation of such a party. But they still have to take
effective measures in order to make theation of such a party the
cause of the masses themselves. The question of fornfivigpik-
erd and FarmeGPartyp and its program, should be discussed at
mass meetings of the people. We should develop the most wid
spread movement for the creation of sacparty, and take the lead
in it. In no case must the initiative of organizing the party lbe a
lowed to pass to elements desirous of utilizing the discontent of the
millions who have become disillusioned in both the bourgeais pa
ties, Democratic and Repitdn, in order to createfithird partyd in
the United States, as an a@ommunist party, a party directed
against the revolutionary movement.

B. Great Britain

In Great Britain, as a result of the mass action of the British
workers, Moslegs fascist orgaization has for the time being been
pushed into the background. But we must not close our eyes to the
fact that the sealledfiNational Governmegtis passing a humber
of reactionary measures directed against the working classeas a r
sult of which condibns are being created in Great Britain, too,
which will make it easier for the bourgeoisie, if necessary, to pass to
a fascist regime. At the present stage, fighting the fascist danger in
Great Britain means primarily fighting thiiiational Governmeit
ard its reactionary measures, fighting the offensive of capital,
fighting for the demands of the unemployed, fighting against wage
reductions and for the repeal of all those laws with the help of
which the British bourgeoisie is lowering the standard ohgjvof
the masses.

But the growing hatred of the working class for fiNational
Governmentis uniting increasingly large numbers under the slogan
of the formation of anew Labor governmerih Great Britain. Can
the Communists ignore this frame of mindtioé masses, who still
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retain faith in a Labor government? No, comrades. We must find a
way of approaching these masses. We tell them openly, as did the
Thirteenth Congress of the British Communist Party, that wa-Co
munists are in favor of a Soviet goveremh as the only form of
government capable of emancipating the workers from the yoke of
capital. But you want a Labor government? Very well. We have
been and are fighting hand in hand with you for the defeat of the
fiNational Governmeri.We are prepared tsupport your fight for

the formation of a new Labor government, in spite of the fact that
both the previous Labor governments failed to fulfill the promises
made to the working class by the Labor Party. We do not expect this
government to carry out soditl measures. Butve shall present it
with the demandin the name of millions of workers, that it defend
the most essential economic and political interests of the working
class and of all working people. Let us jointly discuss a common
program of such deands, and let us achieve that unity of action
which the proletariat requires in order to repel the reactionarg-offe
sive of thefiNational Governmeni,the attack of capital and fascism
and the preparations for a new war. On this basis, the British co
rades are prepared at the forthcoming parliamentary elections to
cooperate with branches of the Labor Party againstittaional
Government) and also against Lloyd George, who is trying in his
own way in the interests of the British bourgeoisie to lure tagsm

es into following him against the cause of the working class.

This position of the British Communists is a correct one. It will
help them to set up a militant united front with the millions of
members of the British trade unions and Labor Party.

While always remaining in the front ranks of the fighting prol
tariat, and pointing out to the masses the only right pdlie path
of struggle for the revolutionary overthrow of the rule of therbou
geoisie and the establishment of a Soviet governihghe Con-
munists, in defining their immediate political aims, must not attempt
to leap over those necessary stages of the mass movement in the
course of which the working class by its own experience outlives its
illusions and passes over to Communism.

C. France

France, as we know, is a country in which the working class is
setting an example to the whole international proletariat of how to
fight fascism. The French Communist Party is setting an example to
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all the sections of the Comintern of how the tactics ofuhited

front should be applied; the Socialist workers are setting an example
of what the SociaDemocratic workers of other capitalist countries
should now be doing in the fight against fascism. The significance
of the antifascist demonstration attendey half a million people in
Paris on July 14 of this year, and of the numerous demonstrations in
other French cities, is tremendous. This is not merely a movement
of a united working class front; it is the beginning of a wide general
front of the people agnst fascism in France.

This united front movement enhances the confidence of the
working class in its own forces; it strengthens its consciousness of
the leading role it is playing in relation to the peasantry, the petty
bourgeoisie of the towns and theelligentsia; it extends the inf
ence of the Communist Party among the mass of the working class
and therefore makes the proletariat stronger in the fight agasst fa
cism. It is arousing in good time the vigilance of the masses-in r
gard to the fascistanger. And it will serve as an infectious example
for the development of the asfiiscist struggle in other capitalist
countries, and will exercise a heartening influence on the prieletar
ans of Germany, pressed down by the fascist dictatorship.

The vicory, needless to say, is a big one, but still it does not
decide the issue of the affiscist struggle. The overwhelmingam
jority of the French people are undoubtedly opposed to fascism. But
the bourgeoisie is able by armed force to violate the popular wi
The fascist movement is continuing to develop absolutely freely,
with the active support of monopoly capital, the state apparatus of
the bourgeoisie, the general staff of the French army and tbe rea
tionary leaders of the Catholic churthihat strongbld of all re&-
tion. The most powerful fascist organization, @mix de Feynow
commands 300,000 armed men, the backbone of which consists of
60,000 officers of the reserve. It holds strong positions in the police,
the gendarmerie, the army, the airciiand in all government offi
es. The recent municipal elections have shown that in France it is
not only the revolutionary forces that are growing, but also ttee for
es of fascism. If fascism succeeds in penetrating widely among the
peasantry, and in sedéog the support of one section of the army,
while the other section remains neutral, the masses of the French
working people will not be able to prevent the fascists from coming
to power. Comrades, do not forget the organizational weakness of
the French lhor movement, which makes easier the success of the
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fascist attack. The working class and all dasicists in France have
no grounds for resting content with the results already achieved.

What are the tasks facing the working class in France?

First, to establish the united front not only in the political
sphere, but also in the economic sphere in order to organize the
struggle against the capitalist offensive, and by its pressure to smash
the resistance offered to the united front by the leaders ofethe r
formist Confederation of Labor.

Secongdto achieve trade union unity in Franicaunited trade
unions based on the class struggle.

Third, to enlist in the antfascist movement the wide mass of
the peasants and petty bourgeoisie, devoting special atténtthe
program of the anfiascist Peoplé Front to their urgent demands.

Fourth, to strengthen organizationally and extend further the
antifascist movement which has already developed, by the-wid
spread creation of elected bodies of the-fad#tistPeoplés Front,
elected irrespective of parties and whose influence will extend to
wider masses than those in the present parties and organizations of
working people in France.

Fifth, to force the disbanding and disarming of the fasaist o
ganizations, adeing organizations of conspirators against #e r
public and agents of Hitler in France.

Sixth to secure that the state apparatus, army and police shall
be purged of the conspirators who are preparing a fastipt

Seventhto develop the struggle aigst the leaders of the rea
tionary cliques of the Catholic church, as one of the most important
strongholds of French fascism.

Eighth to link up the army with the anfascist movement by
creating in its ranks committees for the defense of the repardic
the constitution, directed against those who want to utilize the army
for an anticonstitutionalcoup dé&tat; not to allow the reactionary
forces in France to wreck the Frar8oviet pact, which defends the
cause of peace against the aggression ah@efascism.

And if in France the anfiascist movement leads to ther-fo
mation of a government which will carry on a real struggle against
French fascisnii not in words but in deedsand which will carry
out the program of demands of the dasicist Peple&s Front, the
Communistsyhile remainingthe irreconcilable foes of every beu
geois government and supporters of a Soviet government, will, ne
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ertheless, in face of the growing fascist danberprepared to su
port such a government.

THE UNITED FRONTAND THE
FASCIST MASS ORGANIZATIONS

Comrades, the fight for the establishment of the united front in
countries where the fascists are in power is perhaps the meost i
portant problem facing us. In such countries, of course, the fight is
carried on under famore difficult conditions than in countries with
legal labor movements. Nevertheless, all the conditions exissin fa
cist countries for the development of a real -fadcist Peoplis
Front in the struggle against the fascist dictatorship, sincedhe S
cia-Democratic, Catholic and other workers, in Germany, ffier i
stance, are able to realize more directly the need for a joint struggle
with the Communists against the fascist dictatorship. Wide strata of
the petty bourgeoisie and peasantry, having alreatlsdtdise bitter
fruits of fascist rule, are growing increasingly discontented asd di
illusioned, which makes it easier to enlist them in the-fastist
Peoplés Front.

But the principal task in fascist countries, particularly imr-Ge
many and lItaly, wheréascism has managed to gain a mass basis
and has forced the workers and other toilers into its organizations,
consists in skillfully combining the fight against the fascist dictato
ship from without with its undermining from within, inside the-fa
cist massorganizations and bodies. Special methods and means of
approach, suited to the concrete conditions prevailing in these cou
tries must be learned, mastered and applied, so as to facilitate the
rapid disintegration of the mass basis of fascism and to gré¢ipar
way for the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship. We must learn,
master and apply this, and not only shiddown with Hitler'o and
fiDown with Mussolinib Yes, learn, master and apply.

This is a difficult and complex task. It is all the more difficu
because our experience in successfully combating fascist
dictatorship is extremely limited. Our Italian comrades, for instance,
have already been fighting under the conditions of a fascist
dictatorship for about thirteen years. Nevertheless, they faweh
succeeded in developing a real mass struggle against fascism, and
therefore they have unfortunately been little able in this respect to
help the Communist Parties in other fascist countries by their
positive exgrience.
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The German and ltalian Commists, and the Communists in
other fascist countries, as well as the Communist youth, have di
played prodigious valor; they have made and are daily malkéng tr
mendous sacrifices. We all bow our heads in honor of such heroism
and sacrifices. But heroism aris not enough. Heroism must be
combined with dayio-day work among the masses, with concrete
struggle against fascism, so as to achieve the most tangible results
in this sphere. In our struggle against fascist dictatorship it i<parti
ularly dangerous t@onfuse the wish with the fact. We must base
ourselves on the facts, on the actual concrete situation.

What is now the actual situation in Germany, for instance?

The masses are becoming increasingly discontented and-disill
sioned with the policy of th&ascist dictatorship, and this eves- a
sumes the form of partial strikes and other actions. In spite of all its
efforts, fascism has failed to win over politically the basic masses of
the workers; it is losing even its former supporters, and will lose
themmore and more in the future. Nevertheless, we must realize
that the workers who are convinced of gssibility of overthrav-
ing the fascist dictatorship, and who are already prepared to fight
for it actively, are still in the minority they consist of ysthe
Communists, and the revolutionary section of the Social
Democratic workers. But the majority of the toilers have not yet
become aware of the real, concrete possibilities and methods of
overthrowing this dictatorship and still have a waiting attitddes
we must bear in mind when we outline our tasks in the struggle
against fascism in Germany, and when we seek, study and apply
special methods of approach for the undermining and overthrow of
the fascist dictatorship in Germany.

In order to be able tstrike a telling blow at the fascist dictato
ship, we must first find out what is its most vulnerable point. What
is the Achille®heel of the fascist dictatorship? Its social basis. The
latter is extremely heterogeneous. It is made up of various classes
and various strata of society. Fascism has proclaimed itself the sole
representative of all classes and strata of the population: the man
facturer and the worker, the millionaire and the unemployed, the
Junker and the small peasant, the big capitalisttaedartisan. It
pretends to defend the interestabbthese strata, the interests of the
nation, But since it is a dictatorship of the big bourgeoisie, fascism
must inevitably come into conflict with its mass social basis, all the
more since, under thadcist dictatorship, the class contradictions
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between the pack of financial magnates and the overwhelming m
jority of the people are brought out in greatest relief.

We can lead the masses to a decisive struggle for the over throw
of the fascist dictatorgh only by getting the workers who have
been forced into the fascist organizations, or have joined them
through ignorance, to take part in thrst elementary movements
for the defense of their economic, political and cultural interests. It
is for this reaon that the Communists must work in these organiz
tions, as the best champions of the-tagay interests of the mass
of members, bearing in mind that as the workers belonging to these
organizations begin more and more frequently to demand their
rights and defend their interests, they inevitably come into conflict
with the fascist dictatorship.

In defending the urgent and, at first, the most elementanggtse
of the working people in town and countryside, it is corapaaly
easier to find a commonriguage not only with the conscious anti
fascists, but also with those of the working people who are gtill su
porters of fascism, but are disillusioned and dissatisfied with iis pol
¢y, and are grumbling and seeking an occasion for expressing their
discontat. In general we must realize that all our tactics in countries
with a fascist dictatorship must be of such a character as net to r
pulse the rantandfile supporters of fascism, not to throw them once
more into the arms of fascism, but to deepen the lptifveen the
fascist leaders and the mass of disillusioned-eartfile followers of
fascism drawn from the working sections of styci

We need not be dismayed, comrades, if the people mobilized
around these dayp-day interests consider themselves aitindi-
ferent to politics or even followers of fascism. The important thing
for us is to draw them into the movement, which, although it may
not at first proceed openly under the slogans of the struggle against
fascism, is already objectively an afasdst movement putting
these masses into opposition to the fascist dictatorship.

Experience teaches us that the view thatgeiserally imposs
ble, in countries with a fascist dictatorship, to come out legally or
semilegally, is harmful and incorrect. Timsist on this point of
view means to fall into passivity, and to renounce real mass work
altogether. True, under the conditions of a fascist dictatorship, to
find forms and methods of legal or selegal action is a difficult
and complex problem. But, & many other questions, the path is
indicated by life itself and by the initiative of the massesnthe
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selves, which have already provided us with a number of examples
that must be generalized and applied in an organized and effective
manner.

We must veryresolutely put an end to the tendency to urslere
timate work in the fascist mass organizations. In Italy, in Germany
and in a number of other fascist countries, our comrades concealed
their passivity, and frequently even their direct refusal to work in
thefascist mass organizations, by putting forward work in thexfact
ries as against work in the fascist mass organizations. In reality,
however, it was just this mechanical distinction which led to work
being conducted very feebly, and sometimes not at @il in the
fascist mass organizations and in the factories.

Yet it is particularly important that Communists in the fascist
countries should be wherever the masses are to be found. Fascism
has deprived the workers of their own legal organizations. It has
forced the fascist organizations upon them, and tiheése that the
masses aré by compulsion, or to some extent voluntarily. These
mass fascist organizations can and must be made our legal er semi
legal field of action, where we can meet the massesy ¢ae and
must be made our legal or selmgal starting point for the defense
of the dayto-day interests of the masses. To utilize these padssibil
ties, Communists must win elected positions in the fascist nmass o
ganizations, for contact with the massesg anust rid themselves
once and for all of the prejudice that such activity is unseemly and
unworthy of a revolutionary worker.

In Germany, for instance, there is a system etalted fishop
delegates But where is it stated that we must leave the feseis
monopoly in these organizations? Cannot we try to unite tme-Co
munist, SociaDemocratic, Catholic and other afdiscist workers
in the factories so that when the list fishop delegatésis voted
upon, the known agents of the employers may be stiicnd oh-
er candidates, enjoying the confidence of the workers, inserted in
their stead? Practice has already shown that this is possible.

And does not practice also go to show that it is possible, jointly
with the SocialDemocratic and other disconted workers, to &
mand that theishop delegatésreally defend the interests of the
workers?

Take thefiLabor Frond in Germany, or the fascist trade unions
in Italy. Is it not possible to demand that the functionaries of the
fiLabor Frond be elected, andot appointed; to insist that the tea
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ing bodies of the local groups report to meetings of the members of
the organizations; to address these demands, following a decision
by the group, to the employer, to thguardian of labog to higher
bodies of theiLabor Frond? This is possible, provided the rewel
tionary workers actually work within thé_abor Frond and try to
obtain posts in it.

Similar methods of work are possible and essential in other
mass fascist organizations alsi the Hitler Youth Leages, in the
sports organizations, in th&aft durch Freudeorganizations, in the
Doppo Lavoran Italy, in the cooperatives and so forth.

Comrades, you remember the ancient tale of the capture of
Troy. Troy was inaccessible to the armies attacking hanks to
her impregnable walls. And the attacking army, after suffering
many sacrifices, was unable to achieve victory until with the aid of
the famous Trojan horse it managed to penetrate to the very heart of
the enemgs camp.

We revolutionary workerst eppears to me, should not be shy
about using the same tactics with regard to our fascist foe, who is
defending himself against the people with the help of a living wall
of his cutthroats.

He who fails to understand the necessity of using such tactics in
the case of fascism, he who regards such an approdtiuragiat-
ing,0 may be a most excellent comrade, but if you will allow me to
say so, he is a windbag and not a revolutionary, he will be unable to
lead the masses to the overthrow of the fascisttdistaip.

The mass movement for a united front, starting with defense of
the most elementary needs, and changing its forms and watchwords
of the struggle as the latter extends and grows, is growingudp
side and insidehe fascist organizations in Germaritaly and the
other countries in which fascism possesses a mass basis. It will be
the battering ramwhich will shatter the fortress of the fascist dict
torship that at present seems impregnable to many.

THE UNITED FRONT IN THE COUNTRIES
WHERE THESOCIAL-DEMOCRATS ARE IN OFFICE

The struggle for the establishment of the united front raises also
another very important problem, the problem of the united front in
countries where Socidemocratic governments, or coalition
governments in which Socialists peipate, are in power, as, for
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instance, in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Czechoslovakia and
Belgium.

Our attitude of absolute opposition to Sodddmocratic go-
ernments, which are governments of compromise with the- bou
geoisie, is well known. But this notwitanding, we do not regard
the existence of &ociatDemocratic governmenbr a coalition
government formed by a SoclBemocratic party with bourgeois
parties as amsurmountablebstacle for establishing a united front
with the SocialDemocrats on defite issues. We believe that in
such a case too a united front for the defense of the vital interests of
the toiling people and in the struggle against fascism is pogé
ble andnecessarylt stands to reason that in countries whereeepr
sentatives oSociatDemocratic parties take part in the government,
the SocialDemocratic leadership offers the strongestistanceto
the proletarian united front. This is quite comprehensible. After all,
they want to show the bourgeoisie that they, better and rkidte s
fully than anyone else, can keep the discontented working masses
under control and prevent them from falling under the influence of
Communism. The fact, however, that Sodemocratic ministers
are opposed to the proletarian united front can by nasneatify a
situation in whichthe Communists do nothing to establish a united
front with the proletariat.

Our comrades in the Scandinavian countries often follow the
line of least resistancepnfining themselves to propaganda espo
ing the SociaDemocatic governmentsThis is a mistake. In De
mark, for example, the SociBlemocratic leaders have been in the
government for the past ten years, and for ten years day in and day
out the Communists have been reiterating that it is a bourgedis cap
talist govenment. We have to assume that the Danish workers are
acquainted with this propaganda. The fact that a considerable m
jority nevertheless vote for the Soeldémocratic government party
only goes to show that the Communistxposure of the gover
ment by neans of propagandia insufficient.lt does not prove,
however, that these hundreds of thousands of workers are satisfied
with all the government measures of the Sebiaiocratic mirs-
ters. No, they araot satisfiedwith the fact that by its soalled ci-
sis flagreemertt the SocialDemocratic government assists thig
capitalists and landlordsind not the workers and poor peasants.
They are not satisfied with the decree issued by the government in
January, 1933, which deprived the workers of tight to strike.
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They are not satisfied with the project of the SeBiamocratic
leadership for a dangeroasti-democratic electoral reforrfwhich
would considerably reduce the number of deputies). | shall hardly
be in error, comrades, if | state that 99 per céithe Danish wde-

ers do not approveof these political steps taken by the Saccial
Democratic leaders and ministers.

Is it not possible for the Communists to call upon the trade u
ions and SociaDemocratic organizations of Denmark to discuss
some of thes burning issues, to express their opinions on them and
jointly come out for a proletarian united front with the object of
obtaining the workefsdemands? In October of last year, when our
Danish comrades appealed to the trade unions to act against the r
duction of unemployment relief and for the democratic rights of the
trade unions, about 100 local trade union organizations joined the
united front.

In Swedera SocialDemocratic government is in power for the
third time, but the Swedish Communists haweadong time efused
to apply the united front tactics in practice. Why? Wasdahbse they
were opposed to the united front? Not, in principle, of course; they
were for united front, for a united front in general, but they failed to
understand in whatircumstances, on what questions, in defense of
what demands a proletarian united front could be successfully esta
lished, where and how tthook ond A few months before the fo
mation of the SociadDemocratic government, theo@al-Democratic
Party advanag during the elections a platformntaining a number
of demands which would have been the very thing to include in the
platform of the proletarian united front. For exae, the slogans,
flAgainst customs duti@siAgainst militarizationd AiPut an end tade
policy of delay in the question efnemployment insurangefiGrant
adequate old age pensigagProhibit organiations like thedMunctd
corp (a fascist organizationfibown with class legislation against
the unionglemanded by the bourgeoigtieso

Over a million of the working people of Sweden voted in 1932
for these demands advanced by the Sda@hocrats, and we
comed in 1933 the formation of a Sodizmocratic government in
the hope that now these demands would be realized. What could
have bee more natural in such a situation and what would have
better suited the mass of the workers than an appeal of time Co
munist Party to all Socidbemocratic and trade union organizations
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to take joint action to secure these demands advanced by the Social
Democratic Party?

If we had succeeded in really mobilizing wide masses and in
welding the SociaDemocratic and Communist workéisrgania-
tions into a united front to secure these demands of the Social
Democrats themselves, there is no doubt thawibiking class of
Swederwould have gained thereby. The Soddmocratic mins-
ters of Sweden, of course, would not have been very happy over it,
for in that case the government would have been compelled to meet
at least some of these demands. At any rate, Whathappened
now, when the government instead of abolishingrhesedsome of
the duties, instead of restricting militarism has enlarged the military
budget, and instead of rejecting any legislation directed against the
trade unions has itself introducsdch a bill in Parliament, would
not have happened. True, on the last issue the Communist Party of
Sweden carried through a good mass campaign in the spirit of the
proletarian united front with the result that in the end even the S
cial-Democratic parliam&ary fraction felt constrained to vote
against the government bill, and for the time it has fallen through.

The Norwegian Communists were right in calling upon the o
ganizations of the Labor Party to organize joint May Day demo
strations and in puttingofward a number of demands which in the
main coincide with the demands contained in the election platform
of the Norwegian Labor Party. Although this step in favor of & uni
ed front was poorly prepared and the leadership of the Norwegian
Labor Party opposkit, united front demonstrations took place in
thirty localities.

Formerly many Communists used to be afraid that it would be
opportunism on their part if they did not counter every partal d
mand of the SocidDemocrats by demands of their own which ever
twice as radical. That was a naive mistake. If Sdeehocrats, for
instance, demanded the dissolution of the fascist organizations,
there was no reason why we should diahd the disbanding of the
state policé (a demand which would be expedient undiferent
circumstances). We should rather tell the Sebiainocratic wok-
ers: We are ready to accept these demands of your Party as demands
of the proletarian united front and are ready to fight to the end for
their realization. Let us join hands for thattle.

In Czechoslovakia also certain demands advanced by the Czech
and German Sociddemocrats, and by the reformist trade unions,
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can and should be utilized for establishing a united front of the
working class. When the SociBemocrats, for instancelemand
work for the unemployed, or the abolition of the laws restricting
municipal sefgovernment, as they have done ever since 1927, th
se demands should be made concrete in each locality, in es;ach di
trict, and a fight should be carried on hand in haitt the Social
Democratic organizations for their actual realization. Or, when the
SociatDemocratic Parties thundéin general ternt against the
agents of fascism in the state apparatus, the proper thing to do is in
each particular district to drag inthe light of day the particular
local fascist spokesmen, and together with the S@=ahocratic
workers demand their removal from government employ.

In Belgium the leaders of the Socialist Party, with Emile
Vandervelde at their head, have entered ditmya government.

This fisuccess they have achieved thanks to their lengthy axd e
tensive campaigns for two main demands:tfl abolition of the
emergency decreand (2)the realization of the de Man plamhe

first issue is very important. The preaegligovernment issued 150
reactionary emergency decrees, which are an extremely heavy bu
den on the working people. It was proposed to repeal them at once.
Such was the demand of the Socialist Party. But have many of these
emergency decrees been repealedh®ynew government? It has
not rescinded a single one. It has only mollified somewhat a few of
the emergency decrees in order to make a sditokEn paymerit

in settlement of the generous promises of the Belgian Socialikt lea
ers (like thafitoken dollad which some European powers proffered
the U.S.A. in payment of the millions due as war debts).

As regards the realization of the widely advertised de Man plan,
the matter has taken a turn quite unexpected by the Social
Democratic masses. The Socialishisters announced that tleeo-
nomic crisis must be overcome fjrand only those provisions of
the de Man plan should be carried into effect which improve the
position of the industrial capitalists and the banks; only thereafter
would it be possible todmpt measures to improve the conditions of
the workers. Buhow longmust the workers wait faheir share in
the fbenefit® promised them in the de Man plan? The Belgian
bankershave already had their veritalddower of goldThe Bé-
gian franc has beeredaluated 28 per cent; by this manipulation the
bankers were able to pocket 4,500,000,000 francs as their spoils at
the expense of the wage earners and the savings of the smait depos
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tors. But how does this tally with the contents of the de Man plan?
Why, if we are to believe the letter of the plan, it promisefptos-
ecutemonopolist abuses and speculative manipulations.

On the basis of the de Man plan, the government has appointed
a commission to supervise the banks. But the commissingists
of banlers who can now gaily and lighieartedly supervise
themselves.

The de Man plan also promises a number of other good things,
such as dishortening of the working dayfistandardization of wg:
eso0 fia minimum wage forganization of an akkmbracing systerof
social insuranc@® figreater convenience in living conditions through
newhousing constructiahand so forth. These are adrdands which
we Communists can support. We should go to the labor organizations
of Belgium and say to them: The capitalists halready received
enough and even too much. Let us demand that the Social
Demaocratic ministers now carry out the promises they made to the
workers. Let us get together inuaited frontfor the successful &
fenseof our interests. Minister Vandervelde, wepport the demands
on behalf of the workers containedyiaur platform; but we tell you
frankly that we take these demarsgsiously, that we want action and
not empty words, and therefore are uniting hundreds of thousands of
workers tostrugglefor thesedemands!

Thus, in countries having SociBemocratic governments, the
Communists, by utilizing suitable individual demands taken from
the platforms of the Sociidemocratic Parties themselves and from
the election promises of the Soeizémocratic ministes as the
starting point for achieving joint action with the Sodimocratic
Parties and organizations, can afterwards more easily develop a
campaign for the establishment of a united front on the basi&-of ot
er mass demands in the struggle against #ptalist offensive,
against fascism and the threat of war.

It must further be borne in mind that in general joint action with
the SocialDemocratic Parties and organizations requires from
Communists serious and substantiated criticism of Social
Democracyas the ideology and practice of class collaboration with
the bourgeoisie, and untiring, comradely explanation for the Social
Democratic workers of the program and slogans of Communism. In
countries having Sociddemocratic governments this task is of-pa
ticular importance in the struggle for the united front.
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THE STRUGGLE FOR TRADE UNION UNITY

Comrades, a most important stage in the consolidation of the
united front must be the establishment of national and international
trade union unity.

As you know, he splitting tactics of the reformist leaders were
applied most virulently in the trade unions. The reason for this is
clear. Here their policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie
found its practical culmination directly in the factories, to thigi-de
ment of the vital interests of the working class. This, of course, gave
rise to sharp criticism and resistance on the part of the revolutionary
workers under the leadership of the Communists. That is why the
struggle between Communism and reformism dagest fiercely in
the trade unions.

The more difficult and complicated the situation became for
capitalism, the more reactionary was the policy ofl¢aelers of the
Amsterdam unionsand the more aggressive their measures against
all opposition elementwithin the trade unions. Even the estaidlis
ment of the fascist dictatorship in Germany and the intensifieid cap
talist offensive in all capitalist countries failed to diminish thgs a
gressiveness. Is it not a characteristic fact that in 1933 alone, most
disgraceful circulars were issued in Great Britain, Holland, Belgium
and Sweden, for the expulsion of Communists and revolutionary
workers from the trade unions?

In Great Britain in 1933 a circular was issued prohibiting the
local branches of the trade ungfrom joining the antivar or other
revolutionary organizations. That was a prelude to the notorious
fiBlack Circulab of the Trade Union Congress General Council,
which outlawed any Trades Council admitting delegéati@gctly or
indirectly associated Wi Communist organizatiorisWhat is there
left to be said of the leadership of the German trade unions, which
applied unprecedented repressive measures against the rewolutio
ary elements in the trade unions?

Yet we must base our tactics, not on the b&haf individual
leaders of the Amsterdam unions, no matter what difficulties their
behavior may cause the class struggle, but primarily on the question
of where the masses of workers are to be fodmdl here we must

" * The International Federation of Trade Unions, frequently called the
Amsterdam International after the seat of its central offided.
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openly declare that work in the tradeions is the weakest spot in
the work of all Communist Parties. We must bring about a real
change for the better in trade union work and make the question of
struggle for trade union unity the central issue.

fiwhat constitutes the strength of Soddmarracy in the
Westd asked Comrade Stalin ten years ago. Answering this-que
tion, he said:

The factthat it has its support in the trade unions.

What constitutes the weakness of our Communist Pa
ties in the West?

The fact that they are not yet linked kwihe trade no-
ions, and that certain elements within the Communist Pa
ties do not wish to be linked with them.

Hence, the main task of the Communist Parties of the
West at the present time isdevelop the campaign for iin
ty in the trade union movemenndto bring it to its co-
summation; to see to it that all Communists, without pxce
tion, join the trade unions, there to work systematically and
patiently to strengthen the solidarity of the working class in
its fight against capital, and thus attain tloeditions that
will enable the Communist Parties to rely upon the trade
unions.

Has this precept of Comrade Stéirbeen followed? No, oo
rades, it has not.

Ignoring the urge of the workers to join the trade unions, and
faced with the difficulties of wrking within the Amsterdam unions,
many of our comrades decided to pass by this complicated task.
They invariably spoke of an organizational crisis in the Amsterdam
unions, of the workers deserting the unions, but failed to notice that
after some declinat the beginning of the world economic crisis,
these unions later began to grow again. The peculiarity of the trade
union movement has been precisely the fact that the attacks of the
bourgeoisie on trade union rights, the attempts in a number of cou
tries to unify the trade unions (Poland, Hungary, etc.), the durtai
ment of social insurance and the cutting of wages, forced the wor

*

* 0 J. St al i n the Worklpkthe RamugeanthtCenfexrice of
the Russian Communist P&dty, 0 Leni
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ers, notwithstanding the lack of resistance displayed by themrefor

ist trade union leaders, to rally still more closely aroures¢ o-

ions, because the workers wanted and still want to see in the trade
unions the militant champions of their vital class interests. This e
plains the fact that most of the Amsterdam unions in France,
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Holland, Sweden, Switzet]eetc., have
grown in membership during the last few years. The Americdn Fe
eration of Labor has also considerably increased its membership in
the past two years.

Had the German comrades better understood the problem of
trade union work of which Comradehaelmannspoke on many
occasions, there would undoubtedly have been a better situation in
the trade unions than was the case at the time the fascist dictatorship
was established. At the end of 1932 only aleatper cenbf the
Party members belongedttte free trade unions. This in spite of the
fact that after the Sixth Congress of the Comintern the Communists
took the lead in quite a number of strikes. Our comrades used to
write in the press of the need to assign 90 per cent of our forces to
work in the trade unions, but in reality activity was concentrated
exclusively around the revolutionary trade union opposition which
actually sought to replace the trade unions. And how about the per
od after Hitlefs seizure of power? For two years many of oun-co
rades stubbornly and systematically opposed the correct slogan of
fighting for the reestablishment of the free unions.

| could cite similar examples about almost every other capitalist
country.

But we already have the first serious achievements toreditc
in the struggle for trade union unity in European countries. | have in
mind little Austria, where on the initiative of the Communist Party a
basis has been created for an illegal trade union movement. After
the February battles the Soeldmocratswith Otto Bauer at the
head, threw out the watch wordThe free unions can be-re
established only after the downfall of fasciéfthe Communists
applied themselves to thask of reestablishing the trade unions.
Each phase of that work was a bit of theénly united front of the
Austrian proletariat. The successful-agtablishment of the free
trade unions in underground conditions was a serious blowsto fa
cism. The SociaDemocrats were at the parting of the ways. Some
of them tried to negotiate with thgovernment. Others, seeing our
successes, created their own parallel illegal trade unions. But there
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could be only one roackither capitulation to fascispor toward

trade union unity through joint struggle against fascidander
mass pressure, the waiey leadership of the parallel unions drea

ed by the former trade union leaders decided to agree to ansalgam
tion. The basis of this amalgamation is irreconcilable struggle
against the offensive of capitalism and fascism and the guarantee of
trade union dewcracy. We welcome this fact of the amalgamation
of the trade unions, which is the first of its kind since the formal
split of the trade unions after the war and is thereformtefna-

tional importance.

In France the united front has unquestionably skras a
mighty impetus for achieving trade union unity. The leaders of the
General Confederation of Labor have hampered and still hamper in
every way the realization of unity, countering the main issue of the
class policy of the trade unions by raising eswf a subordinate
and secondary or formal character. An unquestionable success in
the struggle for trade union unity has been the establishmaint-of
gle unionson a local scale, embracing, in the case of the railroad
workers, for instance, approximatalyeequarters of the membe
ship of both trade unions.

We are definitely for the restablishment ofrade union unity
in each country and on an international scale. We are for one union
in each industry.

We are for one federation of trade unions inteaountry. We
are for one international federation of trade unions organized a
cording to industries.

We stand for one international of trade unions based on the
class struggle. We are for united class trade unions as one of the
major bulwarks of the wonkg class against the offensive of capital
and fascismOur only condition for uniting the trade unions is:
Struggle against capitahgainst fascism and for internal trade-u
ion democracy.

Time does not stand still. To us the question of trade unibn un
ty on a national as well as international scale is a question of the
great task of uniting our class in mighty, single trade union organ
zations against the class enemy.

We welcome the fact that on the eve of May First of this year
the Red International ofabor Unions addressed the Amsterdam
International with the proposal to consider jointly the question of
the terms, methods and forms of uniting the world trade union
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movement. The leaders of the Amsterdam International rejected that
proposal, using theutworn pretext that unity in the trade union
movement is possible only within the Amsterdam International,
which, by the way, includes almost none but trade unions imma nu
ber of European countries.

But the Communists working in the trade unions musticoat
to struggle tirelessly for the unity of the trade union movement. The
task of the Red trade unions and the R.I.L.U. is to do all in their
power to hasten the achievement of a joint struggle of all trade u
ions against the offensive of capital and fs; and to bring about
unity in the trade union movement, despite the stubborn resistance
of the reactionary leaders of the Amsterdam International. The Red
trade unions and the R.l.L.U. must receive our unstinted support
along this line.

In countries wikre small Red trade unions exist, we recommend
working for their inclusion in the big reformist unions, but dedian
ing the right to defend their views and the reinstatement of expelled
members. But in countries where big Red trade unions exist parallel
with big reformist trade unions, we must work for the convening of
unity congressesn the basis of a platform of struggle against the
capitalist offensive and the guarantegratie union democracy.

It should be stated categorically that any Communist worker
any revolutionary worker who does not belong to the mass trade
union of his industry, who does not fight to transform the reformist
trade union into a real class trade union organization, who does not
fight for trade union unity on the basis of the clagaggle, such a
Communist worker, such a revolutionary worker, does net di
charge his elementary proletarian duty.

THE UNITED FRONT AND THE YOUTH

| have already pointed out the role which the drawing of the
youth into the fascist organizations playedha victory of fascism.
In speaking of the youth, we must state frankly that we have n
glected our task of drawing the masses of the working youth into
the struggle against the offensive of capital, against fascism and the
danger of war; we have neglectibds task in a number of countries.
We have underestimated the enormous importance of the youth in
the fight against fascism. We have not always taken into account the
special economic, political and cultural interests of the youth. We
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have likewise not @id proper attention to revolutionary education
of the youth.

All this has been utilized very cleverly by fascism, which in
some countries, particularly in Germany, has inveigled large se
tions of the youth onto the asgroletarian road. It should be Iber
in mind that it is not only by the glamor of militarism that fascism
entices the youth. It feeds and clothes some of them in itshdetac
ments, gives work to others, and even sets wgaied cultural m-
stitutions for the youth, trying in this way to iond them with the
idea that it really can and wants to feed, clothe, teach and provide
work for the mass of working youth.

In a number of capitalist countries, our Young Communist
Leagues are still mainly sectarian organizations divorced from the
masses. fieir fundamental weakness is that they still try to copy the
Communist Parties, to copy their forms and methods of work, fo
getting that the Y.C.L. isot a Communist Party of the youifhey
do not take sufficient account of the fact that it is an orgdioiz
with its own special tasks. Its methods and forms of work, education
and struggle, must be adapted to the actual level and needs of the
youth.

Our Young Communists have shown memorable examples of
heroism in the fight against fascist violence andrfjeois reaction.

But they still lack the ability to win the masses of the youth away
from hostile influences by dint of stubborn, concrete work, as is
evident from the fact that they have not yet overcome their 6ppos
tion to work in the fascist mass orggations, and that theirpa
proach to the Socialist youth and other f@@mmunist youth is not
always correct.

A great part of the responsibility for all this must be borne, of
course, by the Communist Parties as well, for they ought to lead and
support tle Y.C.L. in its work. For the problem of the youth is not
only a Y.C.L. problemlt is a problem for the whole Communist
movementin the struggle for the youth, the Communist Parties and
the Y.C.L. organizations must actually effect a decisive change. The
main task of the Communist youth movement in capitalist countries
is to advance boldly in the direction of bringing about tinited
front, along the path of organizing and uniting the young generation
of working people. The tremendous influence that etyen first
steps taken in this direction exert on the revolutionary movement of
the youth is shown by the exampledonceand theUnited States
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during the recent past. It was sufficient in these countries to proceed
to apply the united front for considdble successes to be immed
ately achieved. In the sphere of the international united front, the
successful initiative of the committee against war and fascism in
Paris in bringing about the international cooperation ofnalt
fascistyouth organizations also worthy of note in this connection.

These recent successful steps in the united front movement of
the youth also show that the forms which the united front of the
youth should assume must not be stereotyped, nor necessarily be the
same as those maetith in the practice of the Communist Parties.
The Young Communist Leagues must strive in every way to unite
the forces of all nofiascist mass organizations of the youth, idelu
ing the formation of various kinds of common organizations for the
struggle gainst fascism, against the unprecedented manner in
which the youth is being stripped of every right, against theamilit
rization of the youth and for the economic and cultural rights of the
young generation, in order to draw these young workers over to the
side of the antfascist front, no matter where they mayibi the
factories, the forced labor camps, the labor exchanges, the army
barracks and the fleet, the schools or in the various sport, cultural or
other organizations.

In developing and strengthing the Y.C.L., our Y.C.L. nme-
bers must work for the formation of afféiscist associations of the
Communist and Socialist Youth Leagues on a platform of class
struggle.

WOMEN AND THE UNITED FRONT

Nor has work among toiling woménamong women workers,
unemployed women, peasant women and housewibegn unde
estimated any less than work among the youth. While fascism e
acts most of all from youth, it enslaves women with particuldr-rut
lessness and cynicism, playing on the most painful feelings of the
mother, the housewife, the single working woman, uncertain of the
morrow. Fascism, posing as a benefactor, throws the starving family
a few beggarly scraps, trying in this way to stifle the bitterness
aroused, particularly among the toiling women, by therecedet:
ed slavery which fascism brings them. It drives working women out
of industry, forcibly sends needy girls into the country, dooming
them to the position of unpaid servants of rich farmers and lan
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lords. While promising women a happy home and fartife, it
drives women to prostitution more than any other capitalist regime.

Communists, above all our women Communists, must meme
ber that there cannot be a successful fight against fascism and war
unless the wide masses of women are drawn into thggié. Ad-
tation alone will not accomplish this. Taking into account the- co
crete situation in each instance, we must find a way of mobilizing
the mass of women by work around their vital interests and d
mandsi in a fight for their demands against higlicps, for higher
wages on the basis of the principle of equal pay for equal work,
against mass dismissals, against every manifestation of inequality in
the status of women and against fascist enslavement.

In endeavoring to draw women who work into theotationary
movement, ue must not be afraid of forming separate wéen
ganizations for this purpose, wherever necessary. The preconceived
notion that the women organizations under Communist Party
leadership in the capitalist countries must be liquidiates part of
the struggle againstwvomerts separatisiin the labor movement,
has often done great harm.

It is necessary to seek out the simplest and most flexible forms,
in order to establish contact and bring about cooperation in struggle
between theavolutionary, SociaDemocratic and progressive anti
war and antfascist womeés organizations. We must spare no
pains to see that the women workers and toilers fight shoulder to
shoulder with their class brothers in the ranks of the united working
classfront and the arffascist Peopl@ Front.

THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST UNITED FRONT

The changed international and internal situation givespexce
tional importance to the question of theti-imperialistunited front
in all colonial and seratolonial countries.

In forming a wide antimperialist united front of struggle in the
colonies and senwolonies, it is necessary above all to recognize
the variety of conditions in which the aimiperialist struggle of the
masses is proceeding, the varying degree of matfrithe national
liberation movement, the role of the proletariat within it and the
influence of the Communist Party over the masses.

In Brazil the problem differs from that in India, China, etc.

In Brazil the Communist Party, having laid a correct fiation
for the development of the united amtiperialist front by the esta
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lishment of the National Liberation Alliance, has to make every
effort to extend this front by drawing into it first and foremost the
many millions of the peasantry, leading ughie formation of units

of a peoplés revolutionary army, completely devoted to the revol
tion and to the establishment of the rule of the National Liberation
Alliance.

In India the Communists have to support, extend and participate
in all anttimperialistmass activities, not excluding those which are
under national reformist leadership. While maintaining their ipolit
cal and organizational independence, they must carry on active
work inside the organizations which take part in the Indian National
Congressfacilitating the process of crystallization of a national
revolutionary wing among them, for the purpose of further develo
ing the national liberation movement of the Indian peoples against
British imperialism.

In China, where the peojiie movement haslraady led to the
formation of Soviet districts over a considerable territory of th@-cou
try and to the organization of a powerful Red Army, the giced
attack of Japanese imperialism and the treason of the Nanking go
ernment have brought into jeopartig ihational existence of the great
Chinese people. Only the Chinese Soviets can act asymgraénter
in the struggle against the enslavement and partition of China by the
imperialists, as a unifying center which will rally all aimtiperialist
forces br the national defense of the Chinesepte

We therefore approve the initiative taken by our courageous
brother Party of China in the creation of a most extensive anti
imperialist united front against Japanese imperialism and its Ch
nese agents, jointlwith all those organized forces existing on the
territory of China which are ready to wage a real struggle for the
salvation of their country and their people. | am sure that | express
the sentiments and thoughts of our entire Congress in saying that we
send our warmest fraternal greetings, in the name of the revelutio
ary proletariat of the whole world, to all the Soviets of China, to the
Chinese revolutionary people. We send our ardent fraternat gree
ings to the heroic Red Army of China, tried in a thand battles.
And we assure the Chinese people of our firm resolve to support its
struggle for its complete liberation from all imperialist robbers and
their Chinese henchmen.
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A UNITED FRONT GOVERNMENT

Comrades, we have taken a bold, resolute course dothar
united front of the working class, and are ready to carry it out with
full consistency.

If we Communists are asked whether we advocate the united
front only in the fight for partial demands, or whether we are- pr
pared to share the responsibility ewghen it will be a question of
forming agovernmenbn the basis of the united front, then we say
with a full sense of our responsibility: Yes, we recognize thata sit
ation may arise in which the formation ofjavernment of the pr
letarian united front or of an antfascist Peopl&s Front, will ke-
come not only possible but necessary in the interests of the proleta
iat. And in that case we shall declare for the formation of such a
government without the slightest hesitation.

I am not speaking here ofgovernment which may be formed
afterthe victory of the proletarian revolution. It is not impossible, of
course, that in some country, immediately after the revolutionary
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, there may be formed a Soviet go
ernment on the basis afgovernmenbloc of the Communist Party
with a definite party (or its Left wing) participating in the ravol
tion. After the October Revolution the victorious Party of the-Ru
sian Bolsheviks, as we know, included representatives of the Left
SocialistRevdutionaries in the Soviet government. This was e sp
cific feature of the first Soviet government after the victory of the
October Revolution.

| am not speaking of such a case, but of the possible formation
of a united front government on the eve of anfibteethe victory of
the Soviet revolution.

What kind of government is this? And in what situation could
there be any question of such a government?

It is primarily agovernment of struggle against fascism aed r
action. It must be a government arising the result of the united
front movement and in no way restricting the activity of thenCo
munist Party and the mass organizations of the working class but,
on the contrary, taking resolute measures against the counter
revolutionary financial magnates aneithfascist agents.

At a suitable moment, relying on the growing united front
movement, the Communist Party of a given country will declare for
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the formation of such a government on the basis of a definite anti
fascist platform.

Under what objective coittbns will it be possible to form such
a government? In the most general terms, one can reply to tkis que
tion as follows: under conditions gblitical crisis, when the ruling
classes are no longer able to cope with the powerful rise of the mass
antHfascist movement. But this is only a general perspectivénowit
which it will scarcely be possible in practice to form a united front
government. Only the existence of definite spegiatequsitescan
put on the order of the day the question of formirdhsugovernment
as a politicallyessentiakask. It seems to me that the followingepr
requisites deserve the greatest attention in this cbane

First, the state apparatus of the bourgeoisie must already-be su
ficiently disorganizedandparalyzed so hat the bourgeoisie cannot
prevent the formation of a government of struggle against reaction
and fascism;

Second, the widest masses of working people, particularly the
mass trade unions, must be in a state of vehement @yaiibst
fascism and reactigrthough not readyo rise in insurrection so as
to fight under Communist Party leadership for the achievement of
Soviet power.

Third, the differentiation and Leftward movement in the ranks
of SociatDemocracy and other parties participating in the united
front must already have reached the point where a considerable pr
portion of them demantuthless measures against the fascists and
other reactionariesstruggle together with the Communists against
fascism, and openly come out against that reactionatjoseaf
their own party which is hostile to Communism.

When and in what countries a situation will actually arise in
which these prerequisites will be present in a sufficient degree, it is
impossible to state in advance. But as such a possibilitgt b be
ruled out in any of the capitalist countrigge must reckon with it,
and not only orientate and prepare ourselves but also orientate the
working class accordingly.

The fact that we are bringing up this question for discussion at
all today is, of cowse, connected with our estimate of the situation
and immediate prospects, as well as with the actual growth of the
united front movement in a number of countries during the recent
past. For more than ten years the situation in the capitalist countries
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wassuch that it was not necessary for the Communist International
to discuss a question of this kind.

You remember, comrades, that at our Fourth Congress, in 1922,
and again at the Fifth Congress, in 1924, the question of the slogan
of aworkers) or aworkesband peasanfsgovernmentwas under
discussion. Originally the issue turned essentially upon a question
which was almost comparable to the one we are discussing today.
The debates that took place at that time in the Communist datern
tional around thisguestion, and in particular the politicafrors
which were committed in connection with it, have to this day r
tained their importance fosharpening our vigilance against the
danger of deviations to the Right dLeftd from the Bolshevik line
on this qustion. Therefore | shall briefly point to a few of these
errors, in order to draw from them the lessons necessary forethe pr
sent policy of our Parties.

Thefirst series of mistakes arose from the fact that the question
of a worker§government was noterly and firmly bound up with
the existence of a political crisis. Owing to this the Right oppertu
ists were able to interpret matters as though we should strive for the
formation of a workei®government, supported by the Communist
Party, in any, so topgak,finormab situation. The ultrd_efts, on
the other hand, recognized only a workgrsvernment formed by
armed insurrectionafter the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. Both
views were wrong. In order, therefore, to avoid a repetition of such
mistakes, wawow laygreat stress on the exact consideratafrthe
specific, concrete circumstances of the political crisis and phe u
surge of the mass movement, in which the formation of a united
front government may prove possible and politically necessary.

Thesecondseries of errors arose from the fact that the question
of a worker§government was not bound up with the development
of a militant masaunited front movement of thgroletariat. Thus
the Right opportunists were able to distort the question, reditcing
to the unprincipled tactics of formidgocswith SocialDemocratic
Parties on the basis of purely parliamentary arrangements.|The u
tra-Lefts, on the other hand, shoutéto coalitions with the cow
ter-revolutionary  SociaDemocratsh, regarding all Sciat
Democrats as countegvolutionaries at bottom.

Both were wrong, and we now emphasize, on the one hand, that
we are not in the least anxious foraorker$ governmeni that
would be nothing more or less than an enlarged Sbaaiocratic
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governmentWe even prefer not to use the teiworker goven-
mentso and speak of a united front governmemwthich in political
character is something absolutely differedifferent in principle

from all the SociaDemocratic governments which usually call
themelves Aworkerd (or labor) governments.While the Social
Democratic government is an instrument of class collaboration with
the bourgeoisie in the interests of the preservation of the capitalist
order,a united front governmems an instrument of the daboma-

tion of the revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat with other anti
fascist parties, in the interests of the entire toiling populationya go
ernment of struggle against fascism and reaction. Obviously there is
aradical differencebetween these twihings.

On the other hand, we stress the need tarseelifference &
tween the two different camps of So@&mocracyAs | have &
ready pointed out, there is a reactionary camp of S@®ahocracy,
but alongside of it there exists and is growing tamg of the Left
SociatDemocrats (without quotation marks), of workers who are
becoming revolutionary. In practice the decisive difference between
them consists in their attitude to the united front of the working
class. The reactionary Sociaemocrats & against the united
front; they slander the united front movement, they sabotage and
disintegrate it, as it undermines their policy of compromise with the
bourgeoisie. The Left Socillemocrats ardor the united front
they defend, develop and strengthihe united front movement.
Inasmuch as this united front movement is a militant movement
against fascism and reaction, it will be a constant driving fonce, i
pelling the united front government to struggle against the reactio
ary bourgeoisie. The more erful this mass movement develops,
the greater the force which it can offer to the government to combat
the reactionaries. And the better this mass movement will kze org
nizedfrom below the wider the network afon-partisan class &
gans of the united fra in the factoriesamong thainemployedin
theworkerddistricts among the small people twiwn and country
the greater will be the guarantee against a possible degeneration of
the policy of the united front government.

The third series of mistakemiews which same to light during
our former debates touched precisely onpgheactical policyof the
fiworkers government The Right opportunists considered that a
fiworker® government ought to keepfwithin the framework of
bourgeois democraay,and consquently ought not to take any
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steps going beyond this framework. The ultedts, on the other
hand, in practice refused to make any attempt to form a united front
government.

In 1923 Saxony and Thuringia presented a clear picture of a
Right opportunistworker®governmeniin action. The entry of the
Communists into the government of Saxony jointly with the Left
SociatDemocrats (Zeigner group) was no mistake in itself; on the
contrary, the revolutionary situation in Germany fully justified this
step. Bit, in taking part in the government, the Communists should
have used their positions primaritgr the purpose of arming the
proletariat. This they did not do. They did not even requisition a
single apartment of the rich, although the housing shortagagamo
the workers was so great that many of them with their wives and
children were still without a roof over their heads. They also did
nothingto organize the revolutionary mass movement of thekwor
ers. They behaved in general liaedinary parliamentary nmisters
fiwithin the framework of bourgeois democracis you know, this
was the result of the opportunist policy of Brandler and hisradhe
ents. The result was such bankruptcy that to this day we have to
refer to the government of Saxony as the classiainple of how
revolutionaries shouldot behave when in office.

Comrades, we demand an entirely different policy from any
united front government. We demand that it should carry ot def
nite andfundamental revolutionary demandsquired by the sitar
tion. For instance, control of production, control of the banks; di
banding of the police and its replacement by an armed wérkers
militia, etc.

Fifteen years ago Lenin called upon us to focus all our attention
on fisearching out forms dfansition or approachto the proletarian
revolutiono It may be that in a number of countries thréted front
governmenwill prove to beoneof the most important transitional
forms. ALeftd doctrinaires always avoided this precept of Lé&nin
Like the limited propagandisthadt they were, they spoke only of
fiaimsp without ever worrying aboufforms of transitiordo The
Right opportunists, on the other hand, tried to establish a special
fidemocratic intermediate staglying between the dictatorship of
the bourgeoisie and theacthtorship of the proletariat, for the pu
pose of instilling into the workers the illusion of a peaceful parli
mentary passage from the one dictatorship to the other. This fict
tious fintermediate stagethey also callediransitional formg and
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even quatd Lenirds words! But this piece of swindling was not
difficult to expose: for Lenin spoke of the form of transition and
approach to théiproletarian revolutioro i.e., to the overthrow of
the bourgeois dictatorship, ambt of some transitional fornie-
tweenthe bourgeois and the proletarian dictatorship.

Why did Lenin attach such exceptionally great importance to
the form of transition to the proletarian revolution? Because he had
in mind fithe fundamental law of all great revolutighshe law that
for the masses propaganda and agitation alone cannot take the place
of their own political experiencevhen it is a question of attracting
really wide masses of the working people to the side of theuevol
tionary vanguard, without which a victorious struggle fower is
impossible. It is a common mistake of a Leftist character to imagine
that as soon as a political (or revolutionary) crisis arises, it is
enough for the Communist leaders to throw out the slogan of rev
lutionary insurrection, and the masses willdw them. No, even in
such a crisis the masses are by no means always ready to do so. We
saw this in the case of Spain. To help t#ions to master as @&
idly as possible, through their own experience, what they have to
do, where to find a radical salon, and what party is worthy of
their confidence these among others are the purposes for which both
transitional slogans and specifibrms of transition or approach to
the proletarian revoluti@nare necessary. Otherwise the great mass
of the people, grey to pettybourgeois democratic illusions and
traditions, may waver even when there is a revolutionary situation,
may procrastinate and stray, without finding the road to revoliition
and then come under the ax of the fascist executioners.

That is whywe indicate the possibility of forming an anti
fascist united front government in the conditions of a political crisis.
In so far as such a government will really prosecute the struggle
against the enemies of the people, and give a free hand to tkke wor
ing class and the Communist Party, we Communists shall accord it
our unstinted support, and as soldiers of the revolution shall take
our place in thdirst line of fire.But we state frankly to the masses:

Final salvationthis governmentannot bring.lt is not in a -
sition to overthrow the class rule of the exploiters, and for tls re
son cannot finally remove the danger of fascist cotneteslution.
Consequently it is necessany prepare for the socialist revolution!
Soviet power andnly Soviet power an bring salvation!

58



In estimating the present development of the world situation,
we see that @olitical crisisis maturing in quite a number of aou
tries. This makes a firm decision by our Congress on the question of
a united front government a mattérgoeat urgency and importance.

If our parties are able to utilize in a Bolshevik fashiondhe
portunity of forming a united front government and of waging the
struggle for formation and maintenance in power of such a gover
ment, for the revolutionary @ining of the masseshis will bethe
best political justificatiorof our policy in favor of the formation of
united front governments.

THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM

One of the weakest aspects of the-fadcist struggle of our pa
ties is thatheyreact inadequately and too slowly to the dgogy of
fascism and to this day continue to neglect the problems of thg-stru
gle against fascist ideology. Many comrades did mbéve that so
reactionary a variety of bourgeois ideology as the idgotugfas-
cism, which in its stupidity frequently reaches the point of lunacy,
was capable of gaining a mass influence at all. This was a gieat mi
take. The putrefaction of capitalism penetrates tortherinost core
of its ideology and culture, while the gpeerate situation of wide
masses of the people renders certain sections of them susceptible to
infection from the ideological refuse of this putctian.

Under no circumstances may we underrate fagsigrower of
ideological infection. On the contraryewor our part must develop
an extensive ideological struggle based on clear, popular arguments
and a correct, well thought out approach to the peculiarities of the
national psychology of the masses of the people.

The fascists are rummaging through thérerhistory of every
nation so as to be able to pose as the heirs and continuators of all
that was exalted and heroic in its past, while all that was degrading
or offensive to the national sentiments of the people they make use
of as weapons against theeenies of fascism. Hundreds of books
are being published in Germany with only one &ito falsify the
history of the German people and give it a fascist complexion.

The newbaked NationaSocialist historians try to depict the
history of Germany as if fathe past two thousand years, by virtue
of some historical law, a certain line of development had run
through it like a red thread, leading to the appearance on the-histor
cal scene of a nation&$aviorp a fiMessiahy of the German people,
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a certainiComorab of Austrian extraction! In these books the
greatest figures of the German people of the past are represented as
having been fascists, while the great peasant movements are set
down as the direct precursors of the fascist movement.

Mussolini makes eery effort to make capital for himself out of
the heroic figure of Garibaldi. The French fascists bring to the fore
as their heroine Joan of Arc. The American fascists appeal to the
traditions of the American War of Independence, the traditions of
Washingon and Lincoln. The Bulgarian fascists make use of the
national liberation movement of thiseventies and its heroeg-b
loved of the people, Vassil Levsky, Stephen Karaj and others.

Communists who suppose that all this has nothing to do with
the cause othe working class, who do nothing to enlighten the
masses on the past of their people, in an historically correct fashion,
in a genuinely Marxist, a Leninidfarxist, a LeninisiStalinist spi-
it, who do nothing tdink up the present struggle with the pkdp
revolutionary traditions and pastvoluntarily hand over to the $a
cist falsifiers all that is valuable in the historical past of the nation,
that the fascists may bamboozle the masses.

No, Comradesyve are concerned with every important sue
tion, not only of the present and the futulrit also of the past of
our own peoplesWe Communists do not pursue a narrow policy
based on the craft interests of the workers. We are not narrow
minded trade union functionaries, or leaders of medieval guilds of
handicraftsmen and journeymen. We are the representatives of the
class interests of the most important, the greatest class of modern
societyi the working class, to whose destiny it falls to free mankind
from the sufferings of the capitalist system, the <hkich in one
sixth of the world has already cast off the yoke of capitalism and
constitutes the ruling class. We defend the vital interests of all the
exploited, toiling stratai.e., of the overwhelming majority in any
capitalist country.

We Communistare therreconcilable opponenton principle
of bourgeois nationalism in all its forms. But & not supporters
of national nihilism and should never act as such. The task of ed
cating the workers and all working people in the spirit of proletarian
internationalism is one of the fundamental tasks of evemn-Co
munist Party. But anyone who thinks that this permits him, or even
compels him, to sneer at all the national sentiments of the wide
masses of working people is far from being a genuine Bolshevik,
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and has understood nothing of the teaching of Lenin and Stalin on
the national question.

Lenin, who always fought bourgeois nationalism resolutely and
consistently, gave us an example of the correct approach to the
problem of national sentiments, in faidicle iOn the National Pride
of the Great Russiansyritten in 1914. He wrote:

Are we enlightened Gre&ussian proletarians impe
vious to the feeling of national pride? Certainly not! We
love our language and our motherland; we, more than any
other goup, are working to raise its laboring masses, (
ninetenths of its population) to the level of intelligent
democrats and socialists. We, more than anybody, are
grieved to see and feel to what violence, oppression and
mockery our beautiful motherlansg being subjected by the
tsarist hangmen, the nobles and the capitalists. We are
proud of the fact that those acts of violence met wéth r
sistance in our midst, in the midst of the Great Russians;
that we have given the world Radischev, the Decembrists,
the declasse revolutionaries of the seventies; that in 1905
the Great Russian working class created a powerfuluevol
tionary party of the masses We are filled with national
pride because of the knowledge that the GRaatsian a-
tion, too, has created eevolutionary class; that it, too, has
proven capable of giving humanity great examples of
struggle for freedom and for socialism; that its contribution
is not confined solely to great pogroms, numerous- sca
folds, torture chambers, great famines and gseatility
before the priests, the tsars, the landowners and theleapita
ists.

We are filled with national pride, and therefore peg-
ticularly hateour slavish past..and our slavish present, in
which the same landowners, aided by the capitalists, lead
usinto war to stifle Poland and the Ukraine, to throttle the
democratic movement in Persia and in China, to strengthen
the gang of Romanovs, Dobrinskys, Purishkeviches that
cover with shame our GreRussian national dignity.

" V. I. Lenin, Collected WorksVol. XVIII, pp. 100-101.i Ed.
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This is what Lenin wrote onational pride.

| think, comrades, that when the fascists, at the Leipzig ttial, a
tempted to slander the Bulgarians as a barbarian people, | was not
wrong in taking up the defense of the national honor of the toiling
masses of the Bulgarian people, whe atruggling heroically
against the fascist usurpers, the real barbarians and savages, nor was
I wrong in declaring that | had no cause to be ashamed of being a
Bulgarian, but that, on the contrary, | was proud of being a son of
the heroic Bulgarian workg class.

Comrades, proletarian internationalism must, so to speak,
climatize itseld in each country in order to sink deep roots in its
native land.National formsof the proletarian class struggle and of
the labor movement in the individual countraae in no contradi
tion to proletarian internationalism; on the contrary, it is precisely in
these forms that thiaternational interest®f the proletariat can be
successfully defended.

It goes without saying that it is necessavgrywhere and on all
occasiondo expose before the masses and prove to them concretely
that the fascist bourgeoisie, on the pretext of de fending gergeral n
tional interests, is conducting its egotistical policy of oppressing and
exploiting its own people, as well as robbingdanslaving other
nations. But we must nabnfine ourselvet this. We must at the
same time prove by the very struggle of the working class and the
actions of the Communist Parties that the proletariat, in rising
against every manner of bondage andamai oppression, is the
only true fighter for national freedom and the independence of the
people.

The interests of the class struggle of the proletariat against its
native exploiters and oppressors are not in contradiction tathe i
terests of a free artthppy future of the nation. On the contrary, the
socialist revolution will signify thesalvation of the natiomand will
open up to it the road to loftier heights. By very facof building
at the present time its class organizations and consolidaipgét
tions, by the very fact of defending democratic rights and liberties
against fascism, by the very fact of fighting for the overthrow of
capitalism, the working class is fighting for the future of the nation.

The revolutionary proletariat is fighting save the culture of
the people, to liberate it from the shackles of decaying monopoly
capitalism, from barbarous fascism, which is laying violent hands
on it. Only the proletarian revolution can avert the destruction of
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culture and raise it to its hight flowering as a truly national culture
national in form and socialist in conteiit which, underStalints
leadership, is being realized in the Union of Soviet Socialist Repu
lics before our very eyes.

Proletarian internationalism not only is not in gaxiction to
this struggle of the working people of the individual countries for
national, social and cultural freedom, but, thanks to international
proletarian solidarity and fighting unity, assures shpportthat is
necessary for victory in this strugg The working class in the dap
talist countries can triumpbnly in closest alliancevith the victoi-
ous proletariat of the great Soviet Uni@nly by struggling hand in
hand with the proletariat of the imperialist countries can the colonial
peoples andppressed national minorities achieve their freedom.
The sole road to victory for the proletarian revolution in the imper
alist countries lies through the revolutionary alliance of the working
class of the imperialist countries with the national liberatizoe-
ment in the colonies and dependent countries, because, as Marx
taught usfino nation can be free if it oppresses other natons.

Communists belonging to an oppressed, dependent natien ca
not combat chauvinism successfully among the people of thwir o
nation if theydo not at the same time shawpractice, in the mass
movement, that they actually struggle for the liberation of their n
tion from the alien yoke. And again, on the other hand, thm-Co
munists of an oppressing nation can not do whatéessary to &
ucate the toiling masses of their nation in the spirit of interndtiona
ism without waginga resolute struggle against the oppressor policy
of their fiownd bourgeoisie, for the right of complete self
determination for the nations kept in bonddyeit. If they do not
do this, they likewise do not make it easier for the toilers of fhe o
pressed nation to overcome their nationalist prejudices.

If we act in this spirit, if in all our mass work we proveneo
vincingly that we are free of both nationaihilism and bourgeois
nationalism, then and only then shall we be able to wage a really
successful struggle against the jingo demagogy of the fascists.

That is the reason why a correct and practical application of the
LeninistStalinist national policys of such paramount importance.

It is unquestionably an essentipteliminary condition for a
cessful struggle against chauvini$nthis main instrument of ide
logical influence of the fascists upon the masses.
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3. Consolidation of the Communist Pastind the Struggle
for Political Unity of the Proletariat

Comrades, in the struggle to establish the united frontntkhe i
portance of the leading role of the Communist Party in creases e
traordinarily. Only the Communist Party is at bottom the initiator,
the organizer and the driving force of the united front of thekwor
ing class.

The Communist Parties can ensure the mobilization of the wi
est masses of working people for a united struggle against fascism
and the offensive of capitahly if they strengthetheir own ranks
in every respectif they develop their initiative, pursue a Marxist
Leninist policy and apply correct, flexible tactics which take into
account the actual situation and alignment of class forces.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES

In the period between the Sixth and Seventh Congresses, our
Parties in the capitalist countries have undoubtgdiynin stature
and have been considerably steeBdt it would be a most dange
ous mistake to rest content with this achievement. The more the
united front of the working class extends, the more will newn-co
plex problems rise before us and the more will it be necessary for us
to work on the political and organizational consolidation of our Pa
ties. The united front of the proletariat bringghe fore an army of
workers who will be able to carry out their mission if this army is
headed by a leading force which will point out its aims and paths.
This leading force caonly be a strong proletarigrrevolutionary
party.

If we Communists exert exg effort to establish a united front,
we do this not for the narrow purpose of recruiting new members
for the Communist Parties. But we must strengthen the Communist
Parties in every way and increase their member&iiighe very
reasonthat we seriouslyvant to strengthen the united front. The
strengthening of the Communist Parties is not a narrow Pamty co
cern but the concern of the entire working class.

The unity revolutionary solidarity and fighting preparedness of
the Communist Partiesonstitute met valuable capital whicheb
longs not only to us but to the whole working class. We hawe co
bined and shall continue to combine our readiness to march jointly
with the SocialDemocratic Parties and organizations to the struggle
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against fascism with an imrencilable struggle against Soeial
Democracy as the ideology and practice of compromise with the
bourgeoisie, and consequently also against@netrationof this
ideology into our own ranks.

In boldly and resolutely carrying out the policy of the united
front, we meet in our own ranks with obstacles which we rmasst r
move at all costs in the shortest possible time.

After the Sixth Congress of the Cominternsuccessful stigr
gle was wagedh all Communist Parties of the capitalist countries
against any tedency toward an opportunist adaptation to the-co
ditions of capitalist stabilization and against any infection wih r
formist and legalist illusion®ur Parties purged their ranks of ivar
ous kinds of Right opportunists, thus strengthening their Bolshevik
unity and fighting capacity. Less successful, and frequently entirely
lacking, was the fight against sectarianism. Sectarianism manifested
itself no longer in primitive, open forms, as in the first years of the
existence of the Communist Internationalt,bunder cover of a
formal recognition of the Bolshevik theses, hindered the dpvelo
ment of a Bolshevik mass policy. In our day this is often no longer
an fiinfantile disordefo as Lenin wrote, but deeply rooted vice
which must be shaken off or it wilehimpossible to solve the fro
lem of establishing the united front of the proletariat and of leading
the masses from the positions of reformism to the side of revolution.

In the present situation sectarianisalfsatisfiedsectarianism,
as we designati in the draft resolutionmore than anything else
impedes our struggle for the realization of the united front: $ectar
anism, satisfied with itgloctrinaire narrownessits divorce from
the real life of the masses; satisfied withsisiplified methodsf
solving the most complex problems of the working class movement
on the basis of stereotyped schemes; sectarianism, which professes
to know all and considers it superfluous to learn from the masses,
from the lessons of the labor movement. In short, danaiam, to
which, as they say, mountains are mere stepglioges.

Self-satisfied sectarianiswill not and cannotunderstand that
the leadership of the working class by the Communist Party does
not come of itself. The leading role of the Communist Piart$he
struggles of the working class must be won. For this purpose it is
necessary, not to rant about the leading role of the Communists, but
to merit and win the confidence of the working massesveryday
mass work and correct policy. This will be pibses only if in our
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political work we Communists seriously take into account the actual
level of the class consciousness of the masses, the degree to which
they have become revolutionized, if we soberly appraise the actual
situation, not on the basis ofrowishes but on the basis of thewact

al state of affairs. Patiently, step by step, we must make it easier for
the broad masses to come over to the Communist position. We
ought never to forget the words of Lenin, who warns us as strongly
as possible:

..this is the whole poini we must not regard that
which is obsolete for us as obsolete for the class, as obs
lete for the masses.

Is it not a fact, comrades, that there are still not a few such do
trinaire elements left in our ranks who at all times armdtgd sense
nothing but danger in the policy of the united front? For such-co
rades the whole united front is one unrelieved peril. But this sectar
an fistickling for principle is nothing but political helplessness in
face of the difficulties of directly Bling the struggle of the masses.

Sectarianism finds expressiparticularly in overestimating the
revolutionization of the masses, in overestimating the speed at
which they are abandoning the positions of reformism, and-in a
tempting to leap over diffidustages and the complicated tasks of
the movement. In practice, methods of leading the masses eave fr
qguently been replaced by the methods of leading a narrow party
group. The strength of the traditional connection between the-mas
es and their organizatis and leaders was underestimated, and
when the masses did not break off these connections immediately,
the attitude taken toward them was just as harsh as that adopted t
ward their reactionary leaders. Tactics and slogans have tended to
become stereotypefor all countries, the special features of tbe a
tual situation in each individual country being left out of account.
The necessity of stubborn struggle in the very midst of the masses
themselves to win their confidence has been ignored, the struggle
for the partial demands of the workers and work in the reformist
trade unions and fascist mass organizations have been neglected.

"V.lLleniniLeWitngd Communi sm: Am4ll-nf ant i

-Ed.
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The policy of the united front has frequently been replaced by bare
appeals and abstract propaganda.

In no less a degree havetgian views hindered the correet s
lection of people, the training and developingcafires connected
with the massesenjoying the confidencef the masses, cadres
whoserevolutionary mettlehave been tried and tested in class ba
tles, cadres capable obmbining the practicatxperience of mass
work with the staunchness of principle of a Bolshevik.

Thus sectarianism has to a considerable extent retarded the
growth of the Communist Parties, made it difficult to carry out a
real mass policy, preventedrotaking advantage of the difficulties
of the class enemy to strengthen the positions of the revolutionary
movement, and hindered the winning over of the wide mass of the
proletariat to the side of the Communist Parties.

While fighting most resolutely tovercome and exterminate the
last remnants of seHfatisfied sectarianism, we must increase & ev
ry way our vigilance toward Right opportunism and the struggle
against it and against every one of its concrete manifestatioms, bea
ing in mind that the dangef Right opportunism will increase in
proportion as the wide united front develops. Already there are
tendencies to reduce the role of the Communist Party in the ranks of
the united front and to effect a reconciliation with Secial
Democratic ideology. Nomust the fact be lost sight of that the-ta
tics of the united front are a method of clearly convincing the S
cial-Democratic workers of the correctness of the Communist pol
cy and the incorrectness of the reformist policy, #rat they are
not a recondiation with SocialDemocratic ideology and practice.

A successful struggle to establish the united front imperatively d
mands constant struggle in our ranks against tendencitpted-
ate the role of the Parfyagainstiegalist illusions against reliace
on spontaneity and automatisrhoth in liquidating fascism and in
conducting the united front against thightest vacillation at the
moment of decisive action.

It is necessary Stalin teaches usk that the Party be
able to combine in its work the eatest adhesion to priac
ple (not to be confused with sectarianism!) with a imax
mum of contacts and connections with the masses (not to
be confused witlitailismd!), without which it is not only
impossible for the Party to teach the masses but also to
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leam from them, not only to lead the masses and raise them
to the level of the Party, but to listen to the voice of the
masses and divine their sorest needs. (Joseph SiHlia,
Perspective of the Communist Party of Germany and Bo
shevizatiom) Pravda No. Z7, February 3, 1926.)

POLITICAL UNITY OF THE WORKING CLASS

Comrades, the development of the united front of joint struggle
of the Communist and SociBlemocratic workers against fascism
and the offensive of capital likewise brings to the fore the question
of political unity, of a single political mass party of the working
class.The SocialDemocratic workers are becoming more and more
convinced by experience that the struggle against the class enemy
demands unity of political leadership, inasmuctdaality in lead-
ershipimpedes the further development and reinforcement of the
joint struggle of the working class.

The interests of the class struggle of the proletariat and the su
cess of the proletarian revolution make it imperative that there be a
single paty of the proletariain each country. Of course, it is not so
easy or simple to achieve this. It requires stubborn work angt stru
gle and will of necessity be a more or less lengthy process. The
Communist Parties, basing themselves on the growing urgjeeof
workers for a unification of the SociBlemocratic Parties or ofi
dividual organizations with the Communist Parties, must firmly and
confidently take the initiative in this unification. The cause oflama
gamating the forces of the working class inrgkd revolutionary
proletarian party, at the time when the international labor movement
is entering the period of closing the split in its ranksuscauseis
the cause of the Communist International.

But while it is sufficient for the establishment the united
front of the Communist and SociBemocratic Parties to have an
agreement to struggle against fascism, the offensive of capital and
war, the achievement of political unity is possible only on the basis
of a number of definite conditions invahg principles.

This unification is possible only:

First, on condition ofcomplete independence from the bou
geoisie and complete rupture of the bloc of Seiemocracy with
the bourgeoisie

Secongdon condition that unity of action be first broughbat;
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Third, on condition that the necessity of flewolutionary ove
throw of the rule of the bourgeoisand the establishment of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in the form of Soviets®eognized;

Fourth, on condition that support of ofieown lurgeoisiein
imperialist warbe rejected;

Fifth, on condition that the party be constructed on the basis of
democratic centralisgnwhich ensures unity of will and action, and
which has been tested the experience of the Russian Bolsheviks.

We must exfain to the SociaDemocratic workers, patiently
and in comradely fashion, why political unity of the working class
is impossible without these conditions. We must discuss together
with them the sense and significance of these conditions.

Why is it necesary for the realization of the political unity of the
proletariat that there be complete independence of the bdsiggeo
and a rupture of thigloc of SociatDemocrats with the bourgisie?

Because the whole experience of the labor movement, yartic
larly the experience of the fifteen years of coalition policy in-Ge
many, has shown that the policy of class collaboration, the policy of
dependence on the bourgeoisie, leads to the defeat of the working
class and to the victory of fascism. And only the roadretonci-
able class struggle against the bourgeoisie, the road of theeBolsh
viks, is the true road to victory.

Why must unity of action be first established as a preliminary
condition of political unity?

Because unity of action to repel the offensivecapital and of
fascism is possible and necessary even before the majority of the
workers are united on a common political platform for ther-ove
throw of capitalism, while the working out of unity of views on the
main lines and aims of the struggle of thelgtariat, without which
a unification of the parties is impossible, requires a more or less
extended period of time. And unity of views is worked out best of
all in joint struggle against the class eneswgn todayTo propose
to unite at once instead fafrming a united front means to place the
cart before the horse and to imagine that the cart will then move
ahead. Precisely for the reason that for us the question of political
unity is not a maneuver, as it is for many Se€lamocratic leaders,
we insig on the realization of unity of action as one of the mmst i
portant stages in the struggle for political unity.
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Why is it necessary to recognize the necessity of the revelutio
ary overthrow of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of thee dict
torship ofthe proletariat in the form of Soviet power?

Because the experience of the victory of the great Octoher Re
olution on the one hand, and, on the other, the bitter lessons learned
in Germany, Austria and Spain during the entire st period,
have confirned once more that the victory of the proletariat is-po
sible only by means of the revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeo
sie, and that the bourgeoisie would rather drown the laboemov
ment in a sea of blood than allow the proletariat to establishl-socia
ism by peaceful means. The experience of the October Revolution
has demonstrated patently that the basic content of the proletarian
revolution is the question of the proletarian dictatorship, which is
called upon to crush the resistance of the overthrowroigeg, to
arm the revolution for the struggle against imperialism and to lead
the revolution to the complete victory of socialism. To achieve the
dictatorship of the proletariat as the dictatorship of the vast majority
over an insignificant minority, ovethe exploitersi and only as
such can it be brought abdufor this Sovietsare needed embracing
all sections of the working class, the basic masses of the peasantry
and the rest of the toilers, without whose awakening, without whose
inclusion in the frat of the revolutionary struggle, the victory of the
proletariat cannot be consolidated.

Why is the refusal of support to the bourgeoisie in an imperia
ist war a condition of political unity?

Because the bourgeoisie wages imperialist war for its prgdator
purposes, against the interests of the vast majority of the peoples,
under whatever guise this war may be waged. Because all itaperia
ists combine their feverish preparations for war with extrenrely i
tensified exploitation and oppression of the workingpde in their
own country. Support of the bourgeoisie in such a war meaas tre
son to the country and the international working class.

Why, finally, is the building of the party on the basis of dem
cratic centralism a condition of unity?

Because only a pty built on the basis of democratic centralism
can ensure unity of will and action, can lead the proletariat to-vict
ry over the bourgeoisie, which has at its disposal so powerful a
weapon as the centralized state apparatus. The application of the
principle of democratic centralism has stood the splendid historical
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test of the experience of the Russian Bolshevik Party, the Party of
Lenin and Stalin.

Yes, we are for a single mass political party of the working
class. But this party must be, in the word€ofmrade Stalin,

f...a militant party, a revolutionary party, bold enough
to lead the proletarians to the struggle for power, with su
ficient experience to be able to orientate itself in th@-co
plicated problems that arise in a revolutionary situation,
ard sufficiently flexible to steer clear of any submerged
rocks on the way to its goal.

This explains why it is necessary to strive for political unity on
the basis of the conditions indicated.

We are for the political unity of the working class. Therefor
we are ready to collaborate most closely with all Sediinocrats
who are for the united front and sincerely support unity on the
abovementioned principles. But precisely because we are for unity,
we shall struggle resolutely against @lleftd demagoges who try
to make use of the disillusionment of the Se@aimocratic wok-
ers to create new Socialist Parties or Internationals directed against
the Communist movement, and thus keep deepening the split in the
working class.

We welcome the growing effter among SociaDemocratic
workers for a united front with the Communists. In this fact we see
a growth of their revolutionary consciousness and a beginning of
the healing of the split in the working class. Being of the opinion
that unity of action is a pssing necessity and the truest road to the
establishment of the political unity of the proletariat as well, we
declare that the Communist International and its sections are ready
to enter into negotiations with the Second International anddts se
tions fa the establishment of the unity of the working class in the
struggle against the offensive of capital, against fascism and the
menace of imperialist war.

4. Conclusion

Comrades, | am concluding my report. As you see, taking into
account the change in tis&uation since the Sixth Congress and the
lessons of our struggle, and relying on the degree of consolidation
in our ranks already achieved, we are raising a number of questions
todayin a new wayprimarily the question of the united front and of
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the aproach to Sociabemocracy, the reformist trade unions and
other mass organizations.

There are wiseacres who will sense in all this a digression from
our basic positions, some sort of turn to the Right of the straight line
of Bolshevism. Well, in my count, Bulgaria, they say that a i
gry chicken always dreams of millet. Let those political chickens
think so.

This interests us little. For us it is important that our own Pa
ties and the wide masses throughout the world should correxctly u
derstand what ware striving for.

We would not be revolutionary Marxists, Leninists, wortly p
pils of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, if we did not suitaiglgon-
structour policies and tactics in accordance with the changing-situ
tion and the changes occurring in therld labor movement.

We would not be real revolutionaries if we did not learn from
our own experience and the experience of the masses.

We want our Parties in the capitalist countries to come out
and act aseal political parties of the working clas® become in
actual facta political factorin the life of their countries, to pursue
at all timesan active Bolshevik mass policy and not confinenthe
selves to propaganda and criticis@nd bare appeals to struggle
for proletarian dictatorship.

We are eamies of all cuand-dried schemesaNe want to take
into account the concrete situation at each moment, in each place,
and not actaccording to a fixedstereotyped fornanywhere and
everywhere; not to forget that Wrarying circumstances the position
of the Communists cannot lentical.

We want soberly to take into accoult stagesin the develp-
ment of the class struggle and in the growth of the <class
consciousness of the masses themselves, to be able to locate and
solve at each stage th@ncrete problems of the revolutionary
movementorrespondingo this stage.

We want to find a&common languagwith the broadest masses
for the purpose of struggling against the class enemy, to find ways of
finally overcoming thdsolation of the revolutionary vanged from
the masses of the proletariat and all other toilers, as well as Bf ove
coming the fatalsolation of the working class itsdlom its natural
allies in the struggle against the bourgeoisie, agaisstia.

We want to draw increasingly wide massnto the revolutio-
ary class struggle and lead them to the proletarian revolytion,
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ceeding from their vital interests and needs as the starting,point
and their own experience as the basis.

Following the example of our glorious Russian Bolsheviks, t
example of the leading Party of the Communist International, the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, we want to combinegdire
olutionary heroismof the German, the Spanish, the Austrian and
other Communistsvith genuine revolutionary realisnrand putan
end to the last remnants of scholastic tinkering with serious political
guestions.

We want to equip our Parties from every angle for the solution
of the highly complex political problems confronting them. For this
purpose we want to raise ever highwgittheoretical levelto train
them in the spirit of living Marxisabieninism and not dead
doctrinarism

We want to eradicate from our ranks sglfsatisfied sectaria-
ism, which above all blocks our road to the masses and impedes the
carrying out of aruly Bolshevik mass policy. We want to intensify
in every way the struggle against all concrete manifestations of
Right opportunism, realizing that the danger from this side wall i
crease precisely in the practice of carrying out our mass policy and
struggle.

We want the Communists of each country promptly to draw
and applyall the lessonghat can be drawn from their own exper
ence as the revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat. We want them
as quickly as possible to learn how to sail on the turbulexters of
the class struggleand not to remain on the shore as observers and
registrars of the surging waves in the expectation of fine weather.

This is what we want!

And we want all this because only in this way will the working
class at the head of lathe toilers welded into a million strong
revolutionary army led by the Communist International andspo
sessed of so great and wise a pilot as our leader Comrade Stalin, be
able to fulfill its historical mission with certaintyto sweep fascism
off theface of the earth andogether with itcapitalism!

(At the close of the report all delegates joined in a lengtlay ov
tion, cheering enthusiastically and singing the revolutionary songs
of their countries.

Main Report Delivered at the Seventh World @ess of the Qo-
munist InternationglAugust 21935.
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I
Unity of the Working Class Against Fascism

Comradesthe very full discussion on my report bears witness
to the immense interest taken by the Congress in the fundamental
tactical problems and taskof the struggle of the working class
against the offensive of capital and fascism, and against the threat of
imperialist war.

Summing up the eighday discussion, we can state that all the
principal propositions contained in the report have met with the
unanimous approval of the Congress. None of the speakers objected
to the tactical line we have proposed or to the resolution which has
been submitted.

| venture to say that at none of the previous Congresses of the
Communist International has such idept@al and political solidéar
ty been revealed as at the present Congress. The complete iuinanim
ty displayed at the Congress indicates that the necessity of revising
our policy and tactics in accordance with the changed conditions
and on the basis of the eatnely abundant and instructive exper
ence of the past few years, has come to be fully recognized in our
ranks.

This unanimity may undoubtedly be regarded as one of the
most important conditions for success in solving the paramount
immediate problem of thenternational proletarian movement,
namely, establishing unity of action of all sections of the working
class in the struggle against fascism.

The successful solution of this problem requires, first, that
Communists skillfully wield the weapon darxistLeninist anay-
sis while carefully studying the actual situation and the alignment
of class forces as these develop, and that they plan their activity and
struggle accordingly. We must mercilessly root out the weakness,
not infrequently observed in our moades, for cuénddried
schenes, lifeless formulas and reathade patterns. We must put an
end to the state of affairs in which Communists, when lacking the
knowledge or ability for MarxisLeninist analysis, substitute for it
general phrases and slogangh agithe revolutionary way out of
the crisis) without making the slightest serious attempt to explain
what must be the conditions, the relationship of class forces, the
degree of revolutionary maturity of the proletariat and mass of
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working people, ad the level of influence of the Communist Party
for making possible such a revolutionary way out of the crisis.
Without such an analysis all these catchwords be ¢olond shells,
empty phrases which only obscure our tasks of the day.

Without a concretdarxistLeninist analysis we shall never be
able correctly to present and solve the problem of fascism, the pro
lems of the proletarian front and the general Péppigont, the
problem of our attitude toward bourgeois democracy, the problem
of a united font government, the problem of the processes going on
within the working class particularly among the Se€amocratic
workers, or any of the numerous other new and complex problems
with which life itself and the development of the class strugghe co
fronts us now and will confront us in the future.

Second, we neddre peoplel people who have grown up from
the masses of the workers, have sprung from their every day stru
gle, people of militant action, wheleeartedly de voted to the cause
of the proletaat, people whose brains and hands will give effect to
the decisions of our Congress. Without Bolshevik, LeniGtatinist
cadres we shall be unable to solve the enormous problems that co
front the toilers in the fight against fascism.

Third, we need pgule equipped with the compass Mérxist
Leninist theory for people who are unable to make skillful use of
this instrument slip into narrow, makeshift politics, are unable to
look ahead, take decisions only from case to case, and lose the
broad perspecter of the struggle which shows the masses where we
are going and whither we are leading the toilers.

Fourth, we need therganization of the mass@s order to put
our decisions into practice. Our ideological and political influence
alone is not enough. Whaust put a stop to reliance on the hope that
the movement will developf its own accordwhich is one of our
fundamental weaknesses. We must remember that withous-persi
tent, prolonged, patient, and sometimes apparently thankless orga
izational work on ar part, the masses will never make for the
Communist shore. In order to be able to organize the masses we
must acquire Leniis and Stalis art of making our decisions the
property not only of the Communists but also of the widest masses
of working people We must learn to talk to the masses, not in the
language of book formulas, but in the language of fighters for the
cause of the masses, whose every word, whose every idea reflects
the innermost thoughts and sentiments of millions.
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It is primarily with hese problems that | should like to deal in
my closing speech.

Comrades, the Congress has welcomed the new tactical lines
with great enthusiasm and unanimity. Enthusiasm and unanimity are
excellent things of course; but it is still better when these @re ¢
bined with a deeply considered and critical approach to the tasks that
confront us, with a proper mastery of the decisions adopted and a real
understanding of the means and methods by which theistodeare
to be applied to the particular circumstamoéeach coutry.

After all, we have unanimously adopted good resolutions before
now, but the trouble was that we not infrequently adopted theese d
cisions in a formal manner and we at best made them the property
of only the small vanguard of the workiatpss. Our decisions did
not become flesh and blood for the wide masses; they didenot b
come a guide to the action of millions of people.

Can we assert that we have already finally abandoned this fo
mal approach to adopted decisions? No. It must be lsaiccven at
this Congress the speeches of some of the comrades gave indication
of remnants of formalism; a desire made itself felt at times toisubst
tute for the concrete analysis of reality and living experience some
sort of new scheme, some sort of newersimplified lifeless fo-
mula, to represerds actually existingvhat wedesire but doesot
yet exist.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM MUST BE CRCRETE

No general characterization of fascism, however corredtin i
self, can relieve us of the need to stuhd take into account the
special features of the development of fascism and the various
forms of fascist dictatorship in the individual countries and at its
various stages. It is necessary in each country to investigate, study
and ascertain the natior@gculiarities, the specific national features
of fascism and map out accordingly effective methods and forms of
struggle against fascism.

Lenin persistently warned us agailiistereotyped methods and
mechanical leveling, against rendering tactical ruldss of strggle,
identicald This warning is particularly to the point when it is a sfue
tion of fighting an enemy who so subtly and Jesuiticaliyl@ts the
national sentiments and prejudices of the masses and their anti
capitalist inclinations in thénterests of big capitalSuch an enemy
must be known to perfectidnom every angleéWe must, without any
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delaywhatever react to his various maneuvers, diggohis hidden
moves, be prepared to repel him in any arena and at any moment. We
must not hesate even tdearn from the enemy if that will help us
more quickly and more effectivety wring his neck.

It would be a gross mistake to lay down any sort of universal
scheme of the development of fascism, to cover all countries and all
peoples. Such scheme would not help but would hamper us il ca
rying on a real struggle. Apart from everything else, such a rule
would result in indiscriminately thrusting into the camp of fascism
those sections of the population which, if properly approached,
could, ata certain stage of development, be brought into thg-stru
gle against fascism, or could at least be neutralized.

Let us take, for example, the development of fascism in France
and in Germany. Some comrades believe that, generally speaking,
fascism cannote@lelop as easily in France as in Germany. What is
true and what is false in this contention? It is true that there were no
such deepeated democratic traditions in Germany as there are in
France, which went through several revolutions in the eighteedth an
nineteenth centuries. It is true that France is a country which won the
war and imposed the Versailles system on other countries, that the
national sentiments of the French people have not been hurt as they
have been in Germany where this factor playesh s great part. It is
true that in France the basic masses of the peasantry asepphdic
and antifascist, especially in the south, in contrast with Germany,
where even before fascism came to power a considerable section of
the peasantry was undeetimfluence of reactionary gees.

But, comrades, notwithstanding the existing differences in the
development of the fascist movement in France and in Germany,
notwithstanding the factors which impede the onslaught of fascism
in France, it would be shaighted not to notice the uninterrupted
growth there of the fascist peril or to underestimate the possibility
of a fascistcoup d#tat. Moreover, a number of factors in France
favor the development of fascism. One must not forget that the ec
nomic crisis,which began later in France than in other capitalist
countries, continues to become deeper and more acute and this
greatly encourages the orgy of fascist demagogy. French fascism
holds strong positions in the army, among the officers, such as the
Nationalst-Socialists did not have in the Reichswehr before their
advent to power. Furthermore, in no other country, perhaps, has the
parliamentary regime been corrupted to such an enormous extent
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and caused such indignation among the masses as in France. Nor
mustit be forgotten that the development of fascism is furthered by
the French bourgeoisie keen fear of losing its political and il

tary hegemony in Europe.

Hence it follows that the successes scored by thefastist
movement in France, of which ComemdThorez and Cachin have
spoken here and over which we so heartily rejoice, are still far from
indicating that the toiling masses have definitely succeeded in
blocking the road to fascism. | must emphatically stress once more
the full importance of the sks of the French working class in the
struggle against fascism, of which | already spoke in my report.

It would likewise be dangerous to cherish illusions regarding
the weakness of fascism in other countries where it does not have a
broad mass base. Wave the example of such countries as Bulga
ia, Yugoslavia and Finland, where fascism, although it had no broad
base, came to power, relying on the armed forces of the state, and
then sought to broaden its base by making use of the state apparatus.

ComradeDutt was right in his contention that there wasra te
dency among us to contemplate fascism in general, without taking
into account the specific features of the fascist movement in the
various countries, erroneously classifying all reactionary measures
of the bourgeoisie as fascism and going as far as calling the entire
nonCommunist camp fascist. The struggle against fascism was not
strengthened but rather weakened in consequence.

Even now we still have survivals of a stereotyped approach to
the questiorof fascism. When some comrades assert that d&Roos
velts fiNew Deab represents an even clearer and more pronounced
form of the development of the bourgeoisie toward fascism than the
fiNational Governmentin Great Britain, for example, is this not a
manifestéion of such a stereotyped approach to the question? One
must be very partial to hackneyed schemes not to see that the most
reactionary circles of American finance capital, which are attacking
Roosevelt, are above all the very force which is stimulatindy an
organizing the fascist movement in the United States. Not to see the
beginnings of real fascism in the United States behind the hyipocrit
cal outpourings of these circlés defense of the democratic rights
of the American citizedis tantamount to miséling the working
class in the struggle against its worst enemy.

In the colonial and sertiolonial countries also, as was mre
tioned in the discussion, certain fascist groups are developing but,
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of course, there can be no question of the kind of fasciaimtl

are accustomed to see in Germany, Iltaly and other capitalist cou
tries. Here we must study and take into account the quite special
economic, political and historical conditions, in accordance with
which fascism is assuming, and will continue to assupeculiar
forms of its own.

Unable to approach the phenomena of real life concretely, some
comrades who suffer from mental laziness substitute general, no
committal formulasfor a careful and concrete study of the actual
situation and the relationshi dass forces. They remind us, not of
sharpshooters who shoot with unerring aim, but of thasaclo
riflemen who regularly and unfailingly miss the target, shooting
either too high or too low, too near or too far. But we, comrades, as
Communists, activen the labor movement, as the revolutionary
vanguard of the working class, want to be sharpshooters wha-unfai
ingly hit the target.

THE UNITED PROLETARIAN FRONT AND
THE ANTI-FASCISTPEOPLES FRONT

Some comrades are quite needlessly racking their boaigis
the problem ofwvhat to begin withi the united proletarian front or
the antifascist Peoplé Front.

Some say that we cannot start forming the-&stist Peoplés
Front until we have organized a solid united front of the proletariat.

Others argu¢hat, since the establishment of the united proleta
ian front meets in a number of countries with the resistance of the
reactionary part of Socidbemocracy, it is better to start at once
with building up the Peopds Front, and then develop the united
working class front on this basis.

Evidently both groups fail to understand that the unitedeprol
tarian front and the antascist Peopl& Front are connected by the
living dialectics of struggle that they are interwoven, the one pas
ing into the other ithe process of the practical struggle agairst fa
cism, and that there is certainly no Chinese wall to keep them apart.

For it cannot be seriously supposed that it is possible tb-esta
lish a genuine anfiascist Peopl& Front without securing the unity
of action of the working class itself, tlgaiding forceof this anti
fascist Peopl@s Front. At the same time, the further development of
the united proletarian front depends, to a considerable degree, upon
its transformation into a PeofeFront againdascism.
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Comrades ! Just picture to yourselves a devotee oearuht
dried theories of this kind, gazing upon our resolution and eentri
ing his pet scheme with the zeal of a true pedant:

First, local united proletarian front from below;

Then, regional uted front from below;

Thereafter, united front from above, passing through the same
stages;

Then, unity in the trade union movement;

After that, the enlistment of other affdiscist parties;

This to be followed by the extended Pedpleront, from abee
and from below;

After which the movement must be raised to a higher leeel, p
liticalized, revolutionized, and so on and so forth.

You will say, comrades, that this is sheer nonsense. | agree with
you. But the unfortunate thing is that in some formoter this
kind of sectarian nonsense is still to be found quite frequently in our
ranks.

How does the matter really stand? Of course, we must strive
everywhere for a wide PeogeFront of struggle against fascism.
But in a number of countries we shatitrget beyond general talk
about the Peopis Front unless we succeed in mobilizing the mass
of the workers for the purpose of breaking down the resistance of
the reactionary section of Soclaemocracy to the proletarian tmi
ed front of struggle. Above lalthis is how the matter stands in
Great Britain, where the working class comprises the majority of the
population and where the bulk of the working class follows the lead
of the trade unions and the Labor Party. That is how matters stand
in Belgium andm the Scandinavian countries, where the numilerica
ly small Communist Parties must face strong mass trade unions and
numerically large SocidDemocratic Parties.

In these countries the Communists would commit a very serious
political mistake if they shirkethe struggle to establish a united-pr
letarian front, under cover of general talk about the Pé&oplmnt,
which cannot be formed without the participation of the mas&-wor
ing class organizations. In order to bring about a genuiopldée
Front in theseountries, the Communists must carry out an enormous
amount of political and organizational work among the mass of the
workers. They must overcome the preconceived ideas of these masses
who regard their mass reformist organizations as already thedembo
iment of proletarian unity. They must convince these masses &t the
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establishment of a united front with ther@ounists mean a shift on

the part of those masses to the position of the class struggle, and that
this shift alone will guarantee success in thegsfiel against thefe
fensive of capital and fascism. We shall not overcome our difficulties
by setting ourselves much wider tasks here. On the contrary, in
fighting to remove these difficulties we shall, in fact and not in words
alone, prepare the ground fbe creation of a genuine Pedpl&ront

of battle against fascism, against the capitalist offensive and against
the threat of imperialist war.

The problem is different in countries like Poland, where a
strong peasant movement is developing alongsiddatice moe-
ment, where the peasant masses have their own organizations which
are becoming radicalized as a result of the agrarian crisis, and where
national oppression evokes indignation among the national iminor
ties. Here the development of the generald®e&s Front of struggle
will proceed parallel with the development of the united proletarian
front, and at times in this type of country the movement forra ge
eral Peoplé Front may even outstrip the movement for a working
class front.

Take a country ke Spain, which is in the process of a bou
geoisdemocratic revolution. Can it be said that, because the-prol
tariat is split up into numerous small organizations, complete
fighting unity of the working class must first be established here
before a worke®and peasandsront against Lerroux and GildR
bles is created? By tackling the question in this way we woald is
late the proletariat from the peasantry, we would in effect be wit
drawing the slogan of the agrarian revolution, and we would make it
easierfor the enemies of the people to disunite the proletariat and
the peasantry and set the peasantry in opposition to the working
class. Yet this, comrades, as is well known, was one of the main
reasons why the working class was defeated in the October events
of 1934.

However, one thing must not be forgotten: in all countries
where the proletariat is comparatively small in numbers, where the
peasantry and the urban pelttyurgeois strata predominate, it is all
the more necessary to make every effort to set fippn united front
of the working class itself, so that it may be able to take its place as
the leading factor in relation to all the toilers.

Thus, comrades, in attacking the problem of the proletarian
front and the People Front, there can be no geslepanacea st
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ble for all cases, all countries, all peoples. In this matter universa
ism, the application of one and the same recipe to all countries, is
equivalent, if you will allow me to say so, to ignorance; ane4ign
rance should be flogged, even whestalks about, nay, particularly
when it stalks about, in the cloak of universal -anttdried
schemes.

THE ROLE OF SOCIALDEMOCRACY AND ITS ATTITUDE
TOWARD THE UNITED FRONT OF THE PROETARIAT

Comrades, in view of the tactical problems confrontingitus
very important to give a correct reply to the question of whether
SociatDemocracy at the present time is still the principal bulwark
of the bourgeoisie, and if so, where?

Some of the comrades who participated in the discussian{Co
rades Florin, Dtt) touched upon this question, but in view of its
importance a fuller reply must be given to it, for it is a question
which workers of all trends, particularly Soeiaémocratic wok-
ers, are asking and cannot help asking.

It must be borne in mind that & number of countries the pos
tion of SocialDemocracy in the bourgeois state, and its attitude
toward the bourgeoisie, have been undergoing a change.

In the first place, the crisis has severely shaken the position of
even the most secure sections o thorking class, the stalled
aristocracy of labor, which, as we know, is the main supporbef S
cial-Democracy. These sections, too, are beginning more and more
to revise their views as to the expediency of the policy of cldss co
laboration with the bouepisie.

Second, as | pointed out in my report, the bourgeoisie in a
number of countries is itself compelled to abandon bourgesis d
mocracy and resort to the terroristic form of dictatorship, depriving
SociatDemocracy not only of its previous positiontire state s+
tem of finance capital, but also, under certain conditions, of its legal
status, persecuting and even suppressing it.

Third, under the influence of the lessons learned from the defeat
of the workers in Germany, Austria and Spain, a defeathwivas
largely the result of the SociBlemocratic policy of class collakmr
tion with the bourgeoisie, and, on the other hand, under the infl
ence of the victory of socialism in the Soviet Union as a result of
Bolshevik policy and the application of revbanary Marxism, the
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Social Democratic workers are becoming revolutionized and are
beginning to turn to the class struggle against the bourgeoisie.

The combined effect of all these things has been to make it i
creasingly difficult, and in some countriestwally impossible, for
SocialDemocracy to preserve its former role of bulwark of the
bourgeoisie.

Failure to understand this is particularly harmful in thoseneou

tries in which the fascist dictatorship has deprived Social
Democracy of its legal statusrom this point of view the self
criticism of those German comrades, who in their speeches me
tioned the necessity of ceasing to cling to the letter of obsolete fo
mulas and decisions concerning Sofiaimocracy, of ceasing to
ignore the changes that hae&en place in its position, was correct.
It is clear that if we ignore these changes, it will lead to a distortion
of our policy for bringing about the unity of the working class, and
will make it easier for the reactionary elements of the Social
Democraic Parties to sabotage the united front.

The process of revolutionization in the ranks of the Social
Democratic Parties, now going on in all countries, is developing
unevenly. It must not be imagined that the Sebiaiocratic wok-
ers who are becoming raationized will at onceand on a mass
scale pass over to the position of consistent class struggle, and will
straightway unite with the Communists without any intermediate
stages. In a number of countries this will be a more or less difficult,
complicatedand prolonged process, essentially dependent, at any
rate, on the correctness of our policy and tactics. We must even
reckon with the possibility that, in passing from the position of class
collaboration with the bourgeoisie to the position of class gleug
against the bourgeoisie, some Soefamocratic Parties and omga
izations will continue to exist for a time as independent organiz
tions or parties. In such event there can, of course, be no thought of
such SociaDemocratic organizations or partiedrigeregarded as a
bulwark of the bourgeoisie.

It cannot be expected that those SeBiamocratic workers
who are under the influence of the ideology of class collaboration
with the bourgeoisie, which has been instilled in them for decades,
will break with this ideology of their own accord, by the action of
objective causes alone. No. It is our business, the businessmf Co
munists, to help them free themselves from the hold of reformist
ideology. The work of explaining the principles and program of
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Communisn must be carried on patiently, in a comradely fashion,
and must be adapted to the degree of development of the individual
SociatDemocratic workers. Our criticism of Soci2emocracy
must become more concrete and systematic, and must be based on
the expeience of the SociadDemocratic masses themselves.

It must be borne in mind that primarily by utilizing their exper
ence in the joint struggle with the Communists against the afass e
emy will it be possible and necessary to facilitate and accelerate the
revolutionary development of the Soclaemocratic workers. There
is no more effective way for the Soclaémocratic workers to du
live their doubts and hesitations than by participating in theeprol
tarian united front.

We shall do all in our power to makeeasier, not only for the
SociatDemocratic workers, but also for those leading members of the
SociatDemocratic Parties and organizations who sinceredyral to
adopt the revolutionary class position, to work and fight with us
against the class enenit the same time we declare that any Secial
Demaocratic functionary, lower official or worker whontinues to
uphold the disruptive tactics of the reactionary Sedminocratic
leaders, who comes out against the united front and thus directly or
indirectly aids the class enemy, will thereby incur at least equal guilt
before the working class as those who are historically responsible for
having supported the SociBemocratic policy of class collaboration,
the policy which in a number of European countriesrded the
revolution in 1918 and cleared the way fosdsm.

The attitude to the united front marks the dividing line between
the reactionary sections of Soeflaémocracy and the sections that
are becoming revolutionary. Our assistance to the lattebwithe
more effective the more we intensify our fight against the raactio
ary camp of SocidDemocracy that takes part in a bloc with the
bourgeoisie. And within the Left camp the sedftermination of its
various elements will take place the sooner,ntuge determinedly
the Communists fight for a united front with the Soémocratic
Parties. The experience of the class struggle and the participation of
the SocialDemocrats in the united front movement will show who
in that camp will prove to b_eftdin words and who is really Left.

THE UNITED FRONT GOVERNMENT

While the attitude of Sociddbemocracy toward the practica-r
alization of the proletarian united front is, generally speaking, the
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chief sign in every country of whether the previous roldékou-
geois state of the SociBlemocratic Party or of its individual parts
has changed, and if so, to what exténthe attitude of the Social
Democrats on the issue of a united front governméhbe a pa-
ticularly clear test.

When a situation ariseén which the question of creating atuni
ed front government becomes an immediate practical problem, this
issue will become a decisive test of the policy of SeBeinocracy
in the given country: either jointly with the bourgeoisie, that is+no
ing towardfascism, against the working class; or jointly with the
revolutionary proletariat against fascism and reaction, not merely in
words but in deeds. That is how the question will inevitably present
itself at the time the united front government is formed ak a&s
while it is in power.

With regard to the character and conditions of formation of the
united front government or arfiscist Peopl@ Front government, |
think that my report gave what was necessary for general tactical
direction. To expect us ov@nd above this to indicate all possible
forms and all conditions under which such governments may be
formed would mean to lose oneself in barren conjecture.

I would like to utter a note of warning against oversimgaifan
or the application of ctanddried schemes in this question. Life is
more complex than any scheme. For example, it would be wrong to
imagine that the united front government isratispenable stageon
the road to the establishment of proletarian dicsaip. That is just
as wrongas the former assertion that there will fee intermediary
stagedn the fascist countries and that fascistaiarship iscertain to
be immediatelguperseded by proletarian dicirship.

The whole question boils down to this: Will the proletariat fitsel
be prepared at the decisive moment for the direct overthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the establishment of its own power, and will it be
able in that event to ensure the support of its allies? Or, will the
movement of the united proletarian front and thé-fascist Pe-
pleds Front at the particular stage be in a position only to suppress or
overthrow fascism, without directly proceeding to abolish theadict
torship of the bourgeoisie? In the latter case it would be an iatoler
ble piece of political shosightedness, and not serious revolatio
ary politics, on this ground alone to refuse to create and support a
united front or a Peopie Front government.
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It is likewise not difficult to understand that the establishment
of a united front government in coumsiwhere fascism is not yet in
power is somethinglifferent from the creation of such a gower
ment in countries where the fascist dictatorship holds sway. In the
latter countries a united front government can be creathdin the
process of overthrowingascist rule.In countries where thbour-
geoisdemocratic revolutioris developing a Peoplé Front go-
ernment may become the government of the democratic dictatorship
of the working class and the peasantry.

As | have already pointed out in my reporte tBommunists
will do all in their power to support a united front government to the
extent that the latter will really fight against the enemies of the pe
ple and grant freedom of action to the Communist Party and to the
working class. The question of whet Communists will take part
in the government will be determined entirely by the actual situation
prevailing at the time. Such questions will be settled as they arise.
No readymade recipes can be prescribed in advance.

ATTITUDE TOWARD BOURGEOIS DEMOCRAEY

Here it was shown thdiwhile mobilizing the masses to repel
the onslaught of fascism against the rights of the toilers, the Polish
Party at the same time had its misgivings about formulating positive
democratic demands in order not to create demociaigions
among the mass@sThe Polish Party is, of course, not the only one
in which such fear of formulating positive democratic demamds e
ists in one way or another.

Where does that fear come from, comrades? It comes from an
incorrect, nordialectica conception of our attitude toward heu
geois democracy. We Communists are unswerving upholders of
Soviet democracy, the great example of which is the proletarian
dictatorship in the Soviet Union, where the introduction of equal
suffrage, and the direct drsecret ballot has been proclaimed by
resolution of the Seventh Congress of Soviets, at the very time that
the last relics of bourgeois democracy are being wiped out in the
capitalist countries. This Soviet democracy presupposes the victory
of the proletaan revolution, the conversion of private property in
the means of production into public property, the adoption by the
overwhelming majority of the people of the road to socialism. This
democracy does not represent a final form; it develops and will co
tinue to develop in proportion as further progress is made inlsocia
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ist construction, in the creation of classless society and in the ove
coming of the survivals of capitalism in economic life and in the
minds of the people.

But today the millions of toils living under capitalism are
faced with the necessity of deciding their attitudé¢himse formsn
which the rule of the bourgeoisie is clad in the various countries.
We are not Anarchists and it is not at all a matter of indifference to
us what kind opolitical regime exists in any given country: winet
er a bourgeois dictatorship in the form of bourgeois democracy,
even with democratic rights and liberties greatly curtailed, or a
bourgeois dictatorship in its open, fascist form. While beipg u
holders of Soviet democracywe shall defend every inch of the
democratic gains which the working class has wrested in the course
of years of stubborn struggland shall resolutely fight to extend
these gains.

How great were the sacrifices of the British workingssl le-
fore it secured the right to strike, a legal status for its trade unions,
the right of assembly and freedom of the press, extension of the
franchise, and other rights! How many tens of thousands of workers
gave their lives in the revolutionary bastl®ought in France in the
nineteenth century to obtain the elementary rights and the lawful
opportunity of organizing their forces for the struggle against the
exploiters! The proletariat of all countries has shed much of its
blood to win bourgeois demoti@liberties, and will naturally fight
with all its strength to retain them.

Our attitude to bourgeois democracy is not the same under all
conditions. For instance, at the time of the October Revolution, the
Russian Bolsheviks engaged in a-ifieddeathstruggle against all
political parties which, under the slogan of the defense of bourgeois
democracy, opposed the establishment of the proletarian dictato
ship. The Bolsheviks fought these parties because the banner of
bourgeois democracy had at that tibecome the standard around
which all countefrevolutionary forces mobilized to challenge the
victory of the proletariat. The situation is quite different in the-cap
talist countries at present. Now the fascist courgeolution is &
tacking bourgeois deoeracy in an effort to establish the most-ba
baric regime of exploitation and suppression of the toiling masses.
Now the toiling masses in a number of capitalist countries are faced
with the necessity of makingdefinitechoice, and of making ibt
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day, na between proletarian dictatorship and bourgeois democracy,
but between bourgeois democracy and fascism.

Besides, we have now a situation which differs from that which
existed, for example, in the epoch of capitalist stabilization. At that
time the fascisdanger was not as acute as it is today. At that time it
was bourgeois dictatorship in the form of bourgeois democracy that
the revolutionary workers were facing in a number of countries and
it was against bourgeois democracy that they were concentrating
their fire. In Germany, they fought against the Weimar Republic,
not because it was a republic, but because it viBmiegeoisreplb-
lic that was engaged in crushing the revolutionary movement of the
proletariat, especially in 19130 and in 1925.

But coud the Communists retain the same position also when
the fascist movement began to raise its head, when, for instance, in
1932, the fascists in Germany were organizing and arming hundreds
of thousands of storm troopers against the working class? Of course
not. It was the mistake of the Communists in a number of countries,
particularly in Germany, that they failed to take account of the
changes that had taken place, but continued to repeat the slogans
and maintain the tactical positions that had been ccaréat/ years
before, especially when the struggle for the proletarian dictatorship
was an immediate issue, and when the entire German counter
revolution was rallying under the banner of the Weimar Republic,
as it did in 19180.

And the circumstance thaven today we must still make refe
ence to fear, in our ranks, of launching positive democratic slogans
indicates how little our comrades have mastered the Marxist
Leninist method of approaching such important problems of our
tactics. Some say that the gjgle for democratic rights may divert
the workers from the struggle for the proletarian dictatorship. It may
not be amiss to recall what Lenin said on this question:

It would be a fundamental mistake to suppose that the struggle
for democracy can diverh¢ proletariat from the socialist reuel
tion, or obscure, or overshadow it, etc. On the contrary, just-as s
cialism can not be victorious unless it introduces complete demo
racy, so the proletariat will be unable to prepare for victory over the
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bourgeoisieunless it wages a masjded, consistent and revel
tionary struggle for democracy.

These words should be firmly fixed in the memories of all our
comrades, bearing in mind that in history great revolutions have
grown out of small movements for the defemdethe elementary
rights of the working class. But in order to be able to link up the
struggle for democratic rights with the struggle of the working class
for socialism, it is necessary first and foremost to discard argnchit
dried approach to the quies of defense of bourgeois decracy.

A CORRECT LINE ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH

Comrades, it is clear, of course, that for the Communist latern
tional and each of its sections, the fundamental thing is to work out
a correct line. But a correct line alone ist emough for concrete
leadership in the class struggle.

For that, a number of conditions must be fulfilled, above all the
following:

First, organizational guaranteethat adopted decisions will be
carried out in practice and that all obstacles in the withyoe reo-
lutely overcome. What Comrade Stalin said at the Seventeenth
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union about the
conditions necessary to carry out the line of the Party can and
should be applied also, in its entirety, to the decssiaich our
Congress adopts. Comrade Stalin said:

Some people think that it is sufficient to draw up a correct Party
line, proclaim it from the housetops, enunciate it in the form of ge
eral theses and resolutions and carry them unanimously in order to
méeke victory come of itself, automatically, so to speak. This, of
course, is wrong. Those who think like that are greatly mistaken.
Only incorrigible bureaucrats and office rats can think that. As a
matter of fact, these successes and victories were obtaioed-
tomatically, but as a result of a fierce struggle to carry out the Party
line. Victory never comes by itseif it has to be dragged by the
hand. Good resolutions and declarations in favor of the general line
of the Party are only a beginning; thexrely express the desire to
win, but it is not victory. After the correct line has been given, after
a correct solution of the problem has been found, success depends

" V. I. Lenin, Selected Work&/ol. V, p. 268 Ed.
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on the manner in which the work is organized, on the organization
of the struggle for th application of the line of the Party, on the
proper selection of workers, on supervising the fulfilment of the
decisions of the leading organs. Without this the correct line of the
Party and the correct solutions are in danger of being severaly da
aged.More than that, after the correct political line has been given,
the organizational work decides everything, including the fate of the
political line itself,i.e., whether it is fulfilled or not.

It is hardly necessary to add anything to these strikioglsvof
Comrade Stalin, which must become a guiding principle in all the
work of our Parties.

Another condition is theability to convert decisions of the
Communist International and its sections into decisions of tHe wi
est masses themselvéhis is allthe more necessary now, when we
are faced with the task of organizing a united front of the proletariat
and drawing very wide masses of the people into anfastist
Peoplés Front. The political and tactical genius of Lenin and Stalin
stands out mostlearly and vividly in their masterly ability to get
the masses to understand the correct line and the slogans of-the Pa
ty through their own experience. If we trace the history of Belsh
vism, that greatest of treasure houses of the political strategy and
tactics of the revolutionary labor movement, we can see for ou
selves that the Bolsheviks never substituted methods of leading the
Party for methods of leading the masses.

Comrade Stalin pointed out that one of the peculiarities of the
tactics of the Rusah Bolsheviks in the period of preparation for the
October Revolution consisted in their ability correctly to determine
the path and the turns which naturally lead the masses to the slogans
of the Party, to the verthreshold of the revolutioa helping hem
to sense, to test and to realize from their own experience the co
rectness of these slogans. They did not confuse leadership of the
Party with leadership of the masses, but clearly saw the difference
between leadership of the first kind and leadersfiiphe second
kind. In this way they worked out tactics as the science not only of
Party leadership, but also of the leadership of the millions of toilers.

Furthermore, it must be borne in mind tila¢ masses cannot
assimilate our decisions unless werledo speak the language

" Socialism Victoriouspp. 7879.1 Ed.
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which the masses understalide do not always know how to speak
simply, concretely, in images which are familiar and intelligible to
the masses. We are still unable to refrain from abstract formulas
which we have learnt by rote. As matter of fact, if you look
through our leaflets, newspapers, resolutions and theses, you will
find that they are often written in a language and style so heavy that
they are difficult for even our Party functionaries to understand, let
alone the ranland-file workers.

If we reflect, comrades, that workers, especially in fascist-cou
tries, who distribute or only read these leaflets risk their very lives
by doing so, we shall realize still more clearly the need of writing
for the masses in a language @fhthey understand, so that the-sa
rifices made shall not have been in vain.

The same applies in no less degree to our oral agitation and
propaganda. We must admit quite frankly that in this respect the
fascists have often proven more dexterous and feefilan many of
our comrades.

| recall, for example, a meeting of unemployed in Berlin before
Hitleré accession to power. It was at the time of the trial of those
notorious swindlers and speculators, the Sklarek brothers, which
dragged on for several mitis. A NationalSocialist speaker in
addressing the meeting made demagogic use of that trial to further
his own ends. He referred to the swindles, the bribery and other
crimes committed by the Sklarek brothers, emphasized that the trial
had been dragging@f months and figured out how many hundreds
of thousands of marks it had already cost the German people. To the
accompaniment of loud applause the speaker declared that such
bandits as the Sklarek brothers should have been shot without any
ado, and the may wasted on the trial should have gone to the
unemployed.

A Communist rose and asked for the floor. The chairman at first
refused but under the pressure of the audience which wanted to hear a
Communist he had to let him speak. When the Communist gat up o
the platform, everybody awaited with tense expectation what the
Communist speaker would have to say. Well, what did he say?

fiComrades) he began in a loud and strong voifitie Plenum
of the Communist International has just closed. It showed the way
to the salvation of the working class. The chief task it puts before
you, comrades, i€o win the majority of the working class&s.The
Plenum pointed out that the unemployed movement mudgidbiéi-
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calized6 The Plenum calls on us to raisetdta highe leveld He
went on in the same strain, evidently under the impression that he
wasfexplaining authentic decisions of the Plenum.

Could such a speech appeal to the unemployed? Could they
find any satisfaction in the fact that first we intended to [aliize,
then revolutionize, and finally mobilize them in order to raise their
movement to a higher level?

Sitting in a corner of the hall, I observed with chagrin how the
unemployed, who had been so eager to hear a Communist in order
to find out from himwhat to do concretely, began to yawn anst di
play unmistakable signs of disappointment. And | was not at all
surprised when toward the end the chairman rudely cut our speaker
short without any protest from the meeting.

This, unfortunately, is not the onlgase of its kind in our
agitational work. Nor were such cases confined to Germany. To
agitate in such fashion means to agitate agaings@mwen cause. It
is high time to put an end once and for all to these, to say the least,
childish methods of agitation

During my report, the chairman, Comrade Kuusinen, received a
characteristic letter from the floor of the Congress addressed to me.
Let me read it:

In your speech at the Congress, please take up the following
guestion, namely, that all resolutions aretidions adopted in the
future by the Communist International be written so that not only
trained Communists can get the meaning, but that any working man
reading the material of the Comintern might without any pratmy
training be able to see at oncéat the Communists want, and of
what service Communism is to mankind. Some Party leadeystfo
this. They must be reminded of it and very strongly, too. Also that
agitation for Communism be conducted in understandatedae.

I do not know exactly whes the author of this letter, but | have
no doubt that this comrade voiced in his letter the opinion and d
sire of millions of workers. Many of our comrades think that the
more highsounding words, and the more formulas and theses uni
telligible to the mases they use, the better their agitation angpro
aganda, forgetting that the greatest leaders and theoreticians of the
working class of our epoch, Lenin and Stalin, have always spoken
and written in highly popular language, readily understood by the
masses
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Every one of us must make this a law, a Bolshevik law, &n el
mentary rule:

When writing or speaking always have in mind the rank and
file worker who must understand youust believe in your appeal
and be ready to follow you! You must have in mindetHoswhom
you write to whom you speak.

CADRES

Comrades, our best resolutions will remain scraps of paper if
we lack the people who can put them into effect. Unfortunately,
however, | must state that the problemcafires one of the most
important quesbns facing us, received almost no attention at this
Congress. The report of the Executive Committee of the Communist
International was discussed for seven days, there were marky spea
ers from various countries, but only a few, and they only in passing,
discussed this question, so extremely vital for the Communist Pa
ties and the labor movement. In their practical work our Parties
have not yet realized by far tha¢ople cadres decide everything.
They are unable to do what Comrade Stalin is teaching ds,to
namely, to cultivate cadre@as a gardener cultivates his favorite
fruit treep fito appreciate people, to appreciate cadres, to appreciate
every worker who can be of use to our common cause.

A negligent attitude to the problem of cadres is all theenino-
permissible for the reason that we are constantly losing some of the
most valuable of our cadres in the struggle. For we are not a learned
society but a militant movement which is constantly in the firing
line. Our most energetic, most courageousrandt classonscious
elements are in the front ranks. It is precisely these-fiomtmen
that the enemy hunts down, murders, throws into jail, puts in the
concentration camps and subjects to excruciating torture, particula
ly in fascist countries. Thisies rise to the urgent necessity oheo
stantly replenishing the ranks, cultivating and training new cadres as
well as carefully preserving the existing cadres.

The problem of cadres is of particular urgency for the additional
reason that under our inflnee the mass united front movement is
gaining momentum and bringing forward many thousands of new
working class militants. Moreover, it is not only young revolio
ary elements, not only workers just becoming revolutionary, who
have never before particigat in a political movement, that stream
into our ranks. Very often former members and militants of the S
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cial-Democratic Parties also join us. These new cadres requ@re sp
cial attention, particularly in the illegal Communist Parties, the
more so because their practical work these cadres with their poor
theoretical training frequently come up against very serious political
problems which they have to solve for themselves.

The problem of what shall be tlerrect policy with regard to
cadresis a very saous one for our Parties, as well as for the Young
Communist Leagues and for all other mass organizafidos the
entire revolutionary labor movement.

What does a correct policy with regard to cadres imply?

First, knowing oné& people.As a rule therds no systematic
study of cadres in our Parties. Only recently have the Communist
Parties of France and Poland and, in the East, the Communist Party
of China, achieved certain successes in this direction. Time- Co
munist Party of Germany, before its undergrd period, had also
undertaken a study of its cadres. The experience of these Parties has
shown that as soon as they began to study their people, Pakty wor
ers were discovered who had remained unnoticed before. On the
other hand, the Parties began to legpd of alien elements who
were ideologically and politically harmful. It is sufficient to point to
the example of Célor and Barbé in France who, when put under the
Bolshevik microscope, turned out to be agents of the class enemy
and were thrown out of ¢hParty. In Poland and in Hungary the
verification of cadres made it easier to discover nests of paevoc
teurs, agents of the enemy, who had sedulously concealed their
identity.

Second proper promotion of cadref®2romotion should not be
something casualub one of the normal functions of the Party. It is
bad when promotion is made exclusively and on the basis of narrow
Party considerations, without regard to whether the Communist
promoted has contact with the masses or not. Promotion should take
place onte basis of the ability of the various Party workers 8 di
charge particular functions, and of their popularity among the-mas
es. We have examples in our Parties of promotions which have pr
duced excellent results. For instance, we have a Spanish woman
Conmmunist, sitting in the Presidium of this Congress, Comrade
Dolores. Two years ago she was still a rankifile Party worker.

But in the very first clashes with the class enemy she proved to be
an excellent agitator and fighter. Subsequently promoted o th
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leading body of the Party she has proved herself a most worthy
member of that body.

| could point to a number of similar cases in several othan-cou
tries, but in the majority of cases promotions are made in an uno
ganized and haphazard manner, and fbhereare not always faut
nate. Sometimes moralizers, phrasemongers and chatterboxes who
actually harm the cause are promoted to leading positions.

Third, the ability to use people to best advantag must be
able to ascertain and utilize the valuablaldies of every single
active member. There are no ideal people; we must take them as
they are and correct their weaknesses and shortcomings. We know
of glaring examples in our Parties of the wrong utilization of good,
honest Communists who might have meery useful had they been
given work that they were better fit to do.

Fourth, proper distribution of cadred=irst of all, we must see
to it that the main links of the movement are in the charge of strong
people who have contacts with the masses, hpxeng from the
very depths of the masses, who have initiative and are staunch. The
more important districts should have an appropriate number of such
militants. In capitalist countries it is not an easy matter to transfer
cadres from one place to anoth8uch a task encounters a number
of obstacles and difficulties, including lack of funds, family cdnsi
erations, etc., difficulties which must be taken into account and
properly overcome. But usually we neglect to do this altogether.

Fifth, systematic asdisnce to cadresThis assistance should
take the form of careful instruction, comradely control, rectification
of shortcomings and mistakes and concrete, everyday guidance.

Sixth, proper care for the preservation of cadrédle must
learn promptly to withchw Party workers to the rear when ever
circumstances so require, and replace them by others. We eiust d
mand that the Party leadership, particularly in countries where the
Parties are illegal, assume paramount responsibility for therprese
vation of cadres.The proper preservation of cadres also- pre
supposes highly efficient organization of secrecy in the Party. In
certain of our Parties many comrades think that the Partied-are a
ready prepared for underground existence even though they have
reorganized theselves only formally, according to readymade
rules. We had to pay very dearly for having started the real work of
reorganization only after the Party had gone underground, under the
direct heavy blows of the enemy. Remember the severe losses the
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CommunistParty of Germany suffered during its transition te u
derground conditions! Its experience should serve as a serions war
ing to those of our Parties which today are still legal but may lose
their legal status tomorrow.

Only a correct policy in regard todres will enable our Parties
to develop and utilize all available forces to the utmost, and obtain
from the enormous reservoir of the mass movement ever fresh rei
forcements of new and better active workers.

What should be ounain criteriain selecting adres?

First, absolute devotioto the cause of the working clatsyal-
ty to the Partytested in face of the eneriyin battle, in prison, in
court.

Second, the closest possilglentact with the masseghe can-
rades concerned must be wholly absorbedha interests of the
masses, feel the life pulse of the masses, know their sentiments and
requirements. The prestige of the leaders of our Party organization
should be based, first of all, on the fact that the masses regard them
as their leaders, and azenvinced through their own experience of
their ability as leaders, and of their determination andsselfifice
in struggle.

Third, ability independently to find odgbearingsand not to be
afraid ofassuming responsibility in making decisioHs. whofears
to take responsibility is not a leader. He who is unable to display
initiative, who saysiil will do only what | am told) is not a B&
shevik. Only he is a real Bolshevik leader who does not lose his
head at moments of defeat, who does not get dexivebad at 1o+
ments of success, who displays indomitable firmness in carrying out
decisions. Cadres develop and grow best when they are placed in
the position of having to solve concrete problems of the struggle
independently, and are aware that they allg fesponsible for their
decisions.

Fourth, discipline and Bolshevik hardening in the struggle
against the class enemy as well as in their irreconcilable opposition
to all deviations from the Bolshevik line.

We must place all the more emphasis on tlesgitions which
determine the correct selection of cadres, because in practice prefe
ence is very often given to a comrade who, for example, is able to
write well and is a good speaker but is not a man or womattiofia
and is not as suited for thelugigle as some other comrade who-pe
haps may not be able to write or speak so well, but is a staumeh co
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rade, possessing initiative and contacts with the masses, anad-is cap
ble of going into battle and leading others into battle. Have there not
been many s of sectarians, doctrinaires or niaeas crowding

out loyal mass workers, genuine working clasddes?

Our leading cadres should combine the knowledgehaitthey
must doi with Bolshevik staminaevolutionary strength of chaca
ter and the will pwer to carry it through.

In connection with the question of cadres, permit me, comrades,
to dwell also on the very great part which the International Labor
Defense is called upon to play in relation to the cadres of the labor
movement. The material andonal assistance which the I.L.Dr-0
ganizations render to our prisoners and their families, to political
emigrants, to prosecuted revolutionaries andfastists, has saved
the lives and preserved the strength and fighting capacity of tho
sands upon thoasds of most valuable fighters of the working class
in many countries. Those of us who have been in jail have found out
directly through our own experience the enormous significance of
the activity of the I.L.D.

By its activity the I.L.D. has won the affgon, devotion and
deep gratitude of hundreds of thousands of proletarians andoef rev
lutionary elements among the peasantry and intellectuals.

Under present conditions, when bourgeois reaction is growing,
when fascism is raging and the class strugglbeisoming more
acute, the role of the I.L.D. is increasing immensely. The task now
before the I.L.D. is to become a genuine mass organization of the
toilers in all capitalist countries (particularly in fascist countries
where it must adapt itself to theesjial conditions prevailing there).

It must become, so to speak, a sortiged Cross of the united
front of the proletariat and the affitiscist Peoplké& Front, embra

ing millions of working people théRed Cross of the army of the
toiling classes embied against fascism, fighting for peace and
socialism. If the I.L.D. is to perform its part successfully, it must
train thousands of its own active militants, a multitude of I.L.D.
workers of its own, answering in their character and capacity the
specialpurposef this extremely important organization.

And here | must say as categorically and as sharply as possible
that while abureaucraticapproach and a soulless attitude toward
people is despicable in the labor movement taken in general, in the
sphereof activity of the I.L.D. such an attitude is an evil bordering
on thecriminal. The fighters of the working class, the victims of
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reaction and fascism who are suffering agony in torture chambers
and concentration camps, political emigrants and their ligsni
should all meet with the most sympathetic care and solicitude on the
part of the organizations and functionaries of the I.L.D.

The I.L.D. must still better appreciate and discharge its duty of
assisting the fighters in the proletarian and-&#tst movement,
particularly in physically and morally preserving the cadres of the
labor movement. The Communists and revolutionary workers who
are active in the I.L.D. organizations must realize at every step the
enormous responsibility they bear before warking class and the
Communist International for the successful fulfilment of the role
and tasks of the I.L.D.

Comrades, as you know, cadres receive their best trdmthg
process of strugglein surmounting difficulties and with standing
tests, ad also fromfavorableandunfavorableexamples of conduct.

We have hundreds of examples of splendid conduct in times of
strikes, during demonstrations, in jail, in court. We have thousands
of instances of heroism, but unfortunately also not a few cases of
pigeontheartedness, lack of firmness and even desertion. We often
forget these examples, both good and bad. We do not teach people
to benefit by these examples. We do not show them what should be
emulated anavhatrejected. We must study the conduct of com-

rades and militant workers during class conflicts, under police inte
rogation, in the jails and concentration camps, in court, etc. The
good examples should be brought to light and held up as models to
be followed, and all that is rotten, n@olshevik and philistine
should be cast aside.

Since the Leipzig trial we have had quite a number of oor-co
rades whose statements before bourgeois and fascist courts have
shown that numerous cadres are growing up with an excelent u
derstanding of what really cetitutes Bolshevik conduct in court.

But how many even of you delegates to the Congress know the
details of the trial of the railwaymen in Rumania, know about the
trial of Fiete Schulz who was subsequently beheaded by the fascists
in Germany, the trial obur valiant Japanese comrade Itikawa, the
trial of the Bulgarian revolutionary soldiers, and many other trials at
which admirable examples of proletarian heroism were displayed?

Such worthy examples of proletarian heroism must be poepula
ized, must be cdrasted with the manifestations of faintheartedness,
philistinism, and every kind of rottenness and frailty in our ranks
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and the ranks of the working class. These examples must be used
most extensively in educating the cadres of the labor movement.

Comragks: Our Party leaders often complain ttregtre are no
people; that they are short of people for agitational and propaganda
work, for the newspapers, the trade unions, for work among the
youth, among women. Not enough, not enoughat is the cry. We
simply haverdt got the people. To this we could reply in the old yet
eternally new words of Lenin:

There are no people yet there are enormous numbers odpe
ple. There are enormous numbers of people, because the working
class and the most diverse stratsadiety, year after year, advance
from their ranks an increasing number of discontented people who
desire to protest, who are ready to render all the assistance they can
in the fight against absolutism, the intolerableness of which is not
yet recognized bwll, but is nevertheless more and more acutely
sensed by increasing masses of the people. At the same time we
have no people, because we have no leaders, no political leaders, we
have no talented organizers capable of organizing extensive and at
the samdime uniform and harmonious work that would give-e
ployment to all forceseven the most inconsiderable.

These words of Lenin must be thoroughly grasped by atiePa
and applied by them as a guide in their everyday work. There are
plenty of people. Theneed only be discovered in our own organiz
tions, during strikes and demonstrations, in various mass caganiz
tions of the workers, in united front bodies. They must be helped to
grow in the course of their work and struggle; they must be put in a
situaton where they can really be useful to the woibeasise.

Comrades, we Communists are people of action. Ours is the
problem of practical struggle against the offensive of capital,
against fascism and the threat of imperialist war, the struggle for the
overthrow of capitalism. It is precisely thgactical task that oblj-
es Communist cadres to equip themselvék revolutionary the-
ry. For, as Stalin, that greatest master of revolutionary action, has
taught us, theory gives those engaged in practical therbower of
orientation, clarity of vision, assurance in work, belief in the tr
umph of our cause.

V. . Leni n, 0 \Sblected Wokd/dl. b, p.i427 Done ?
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But real revolutionary theory is irreconcilably hostile to all
emasculated theorizing, all barren play with abstract definitions.
Our theory is not a dogapbut a guide to actionLenin used to say.

It is such a theory that our cadres need, and they need it as badly as
they need their daily bread, as they need air or water.

Whoever really wishes to rid our work of deadening, cut and
dried schemes, of penious scholasticism, must burn them out with
a redhot iron, both bypractical, active struggle waged together
with and at the head of the masses, andriiring effortto master
the mighty, fertile, alpowerful teaching of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin

In this connection | consider it particularly necessary to draw
your attention to the work of oWrarty schoolslt is not pedants,
moralizers or adepts at quoting that our schools must train. No! It is
practical frontrank fighters in the cause of theorking class that
must leave their walls people who are froatank fighters not only
because of their boldness and readiness forsaetifice, but also
because they see further than ramkifile workers and know better
than they the path that leadsthe emancipation of the toilers. All
sections of the Communist International must without any -dilly
dallying seriously take up the question of the proper organization of
Party schools, in order to turn them insmithieswhere these
fighting cadres areofged.

The principal task of our Party schools, it seems to me, is to
teach the Party and Young Communist League members there how
to apply the Marxisteninist method to the concrete situation in
particular countries, to definite conditions, not to theuggle
against an enenmiyin generab but against a particular, definiteeen
my. This makes necessary a study of not merely the letter afiLeni
ism, but its living, revolutionary spirit.

There are two ways of training cadres in our Party schools:

First mehod: teaching people abstract theory, trying to give
them the greatest possible dose of dry learning, coaching them how
to write theses and resolutions in literary style, and only incidentally
touching upon the problems of the particular country, of tiécpa
lar labor movement, its history and traditions, and the experience of
the Communist Party in question. Only incidentally!

Second method: theoretical training in which mastering the
fundamental principles of Marxistreninism is based on a practical
study by the student of the key problems of the struggle of the pr
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letariat in his own country. On returning to his practical work, the
student will then be able to find his bearings independently, and
become an independent practical organizer and leadealdapof
leading the masses in battle against the class enemy.

Not all graduates of our Party schools prove to be suitable.
There is a great deal of phrases, abstractions, book knowledge and
show of learning. But we need real, truly Bolshevik organizeds an
leaders of the masses. And we need them badly this very day. It
does not matter if such students cannot write good theses (though
we need that very much, too) but they must know how to organize
and lead, undaunted by difficulties, capable of surmourtie.

Revolutionary theory is the generalizedmmarized experience
of the revolutionary movement. Communists must carefully utilize
in their countries not only the experience of the past but also the
experience of the present struggle of other detactsnaérihe inte-
national labor movement. However, correct utilization of experience
does not by any means denotechanical transpositioof read/-
made forms and methods of struggle from one set of conditions to
another, from one country to another, as derohappens in our
Parties.

Bare imitation, simple copying of methods and forms of work,
even of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, in countries
where capitalism is still supreme, may with the best of intentions
result in harm rather than good, aastso often actually been the
case. It is precisely from the experience of the Russian Bolsheviks
that we must learn to apply effectually, to the specific conditions of
life in each country, theingle internationalline; in the struggle
against capitalisrve must learn pitilessly to cast aside, pillory and
hold up to general ridicule gilhrasemongering use of hackneyed
formulas pedantry and doctrinairism.

It is necessary to learn, comrades, to learn always, at every step,
in the course of the strugglat liberty and in jail. To learn and to
fight, to fight and to learn. We must be able to combine the great
teaching of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stakiith Stalinist firmnesat
work and in strugglewith Stalinist irreconcilability on matters of
principle toward the class enemy and deviators from the Bolshevik
line, with Stalinist fearlessness in face of difficultiedth Stalinist
revolutionary realism.

Comrades! Never has any international congress ah-Co
munists aroused such keen interest on thegbavorld public opn-
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ion as we witness now in regard to our present Congress. We may
say without fear of exaggeration that there is not a single serious
newspaper, not a single political party, not a single more or less
serious political or social leaderathis not following the course of

our Congress with the closest attention.

The eyes of millions of workers, peasants, small townspeople,
office workers and intellectuals, of colonial peoples and oppressed
nationalities are turned toward Moscow, the goegiital of thefirst
but notlast state of the international proletariat. In this we see a
confirmation of the enormous importance and urgency of the-que
tions discussed at the Congress and of its decisions. The frenzied
howling of the fascists of all cotnes, particularly of German $a
cism, foaming at the mouth, only confirms us in our belief that our
decisions have indeed hit the mark.

In the dark night of bourgeois reaction and fascism, in which
the class enemy is endeavoring to keep the toiling massthe
capitalist countries, the Communist International, the international
Party of the Bolsheviks, stands out like a beacon, showing al ma
kind the one way to emancipation from the yoke of capitalism, from
fascist barbarity and the horrors of impeastivar.

The establishment of unity of action of the working class is a
decisivestage on that road. Yes, unity of action by the organizations
of the working class of every trend, the consolidation of its forces in
all spheres of its activity and at adictors of the class struggle.

The working class must achieve tieity of its trade uniondn
vain do some reformist trade union leaders attempt to frighten the
workers with the specter of a trade union democracy destroyed by
the interference of the Commist Parties in the affairs of the united
trade unions, by the existence of Communist fractions within the
trade unions.

To depict us Communists as opponents of trade union damocr
cy is sheer nonsense. We advocate and consistently uphold the right
of thetrade unions to decide their problems for themselves. We are
even prepared to forego the creation of Communist fractions in the
trade union if that is necessary in the interests of trade union unity.
We are prepared to come to an agreement about theeimdiepce
of the united trade unions from all political parties. But we ae d
cidedly opposed to armyependencef the trade unions on the beu
geoisie, and do not give up our basic point of view that it is iimpe
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missible for trade unions to adopt a neutraifion in regard to the
class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.

The working class must strive to secure tinéon of all forces
of the working class youth and of all organizations of the- anti
fascist youth, and win over that sectiontteé working youth which
has come under the demoralizing influence of fascism and other
enemies of the people.

The working class must and will achieve unity of action in all
fields of the labor movement. This will come about the sooner, the
more firmly am resolutely we Communists and revolutionary
workers of all capitalist countries apply in practice the new tactical
line adopted by our Congress in relation to the most important u
gent questions of the international labor movement.

We know that there ammany difficulties ahead. Our path is not
a smooth, asphalt road; our path is not strewn with roses. Tlke wor
ing class will have to overcome many an obstacle, includingrobst
cles in its own midst; it faces the task above all of rendering co
pletely harmles the disruptive role of the reactionary elements of
SocialDemocracy. Many are the sacrifices that will be exacted u
der the hammer blows of bourgeois reaction and fascism. The rev
lutionary ship of the proletariat will have to navigate among aimult
tudeof submerged rocks before reaching the haven of salvation.

But the working class in the capitalist countries is today no
longer what it was in 1914, at the beginning of the imperialist war,
nor what it was in 1918, at the end of the war. The working class
has behind it twenty years of rich experience and revolutionary tr
als, bitter lessons of a number of defeats, especially in Germany,
Austria and Spain.

The working class has before it the inspiring example of the
Soviet Union, the country of socialisnictorious, an example of
how the class enemy can be defeated, how the working class can
establish its own government and build socialist society.

The bourgeoisie no longer holdsidivideddominion over the
whole expanse of the world. Nawe victorious wiking classrules
over onesixth of the globe, and Soviets control a vast stretch of
territory in the great land of China.

The working class possesses a firm, walk revolutionary
vanguard, the Communist International. It has a tried andyreco
nized, agreat and wise leadérStalin.
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The whole course of historical development, comrades, favors
the cause of the working class. In vain are the efforts of the rea
tionaries, the fascists of every hue, the entire world bourgeoisie, to
turn back the wheel ofistory. No, that wheel is turning forward
and will continue to turn forward until a worldwide Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics shall have been established, until the final vict
ry of socialism throughout the whole world.

There is but one thing that tiveorking class of the capitalist
countries still lackg unity in its own ranks.

So let the clarion call of Marx and Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the
battle cry of the Communist International, ring out all the more
loudly from this platform to the whole wat

Workers of all countries, unite!

(The delegates burst into an ovation lasting twenty minutes
cheering and singing in their native languages.

Speech in Reply to the DiscussmnDimitrovés Report
at theSeventh World Congress of the Communist
International August 13 1935.
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The Present Rulers of the Capitalist Countries Are But
Temporary; The Real Master of the World Is the Proletariat

Comradesthe work of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International, the Congress of the Commtmisf all countries, of
all continents of the world, is coming to a close.

What are the results of this Congress, what is its significance
for our movement, for the working class of the world, for thekwor
ing people of every country?

It has been the Congss of thecomplete triumph of unityeb
tween the proletariat of the country of victorious socialitime -
viet Union and the proletariat of the capitalist countries which is
still fighting for its liberation. The victory of socialism in the Soviet
Union1 a victory of worldhistoric significancd gives rise in all
capitalist countries to a powerful movement toward socialism. This
victory strengthens the cause of peace among peoples, enhancing as
it does the international importance of the Soviet Uniahierole
as the mighty bulwark of the toilers in their struggle against capital,
against reaction and fascism. It strengthens the Soviet Union as the
base of the world proletarian revolution. It sets in motion thieug
out the whole world not only the wagks, who are turning more and
more to Communism, but also millions of peasants and farmers, of
hardworking small townsfolk, a considerable proportion of the i
tellectuals and the enslaved peoples of the colonies. It inspires them
to struggle, increasessdin devotion to the great fatherland of all the
toilers and strengthens their determination to support and defend the
proletarian state against all its enemies.

This victory of socialism increases the confidence of the-inte
national proletariat in its owforces and in the real possibility of its
own victory, a confidence which is itself becoming a tremendously
effective force against the rule of the bourgeoisie.

The union of forces of the proletariat of the Soviet Union and of
the militant proletariat ahmasses of working people in the capita
ist countries holds out the great perspective of the oncomikg co
lapse of capitalism and the guarantee of the victory of socialism
throughout the whole world.

Our Congress hdsaid the foundations for such a wideohili-
zation of the forces of all toilers against capitalism as has never
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before existed in the history of the working class struggle.

Our Congress has set before the international proletariat, as its
most important immediate task, that of consolidatisgfarces p-
litically and organizationally, of putting an end to the isolation to
which it had been reduced by the So@&mocratic policy of class
collaboration with the bourgeoisie, of rallying the working people
around the working class in a wide PedplEront against the offie
sive of capital and reaction, against fascism and the threat of war in
each individual country and in the international arena.

We have not invented this task. It has been prompted bythe e
perience of the world labor movementeifs above all, the expier
ence of the proletariat of France. The great merit of the French
Communist Party is that it grasped the need of the ho?l,r, that it paid
no heed to the sectarians who tried to hold back the Party amd ha
per the realization of thanited front of struggle against fascism,
but acted boldly and in a Bolshevik fashion, and, by its pact with the
Socialist Party providing for joint action, prepared the united front
of the proletariat as the basis for the dasicist Peopl& Front now
in the making. By this action, which accords with the vital interests
of all the working people, the French workers, both Communists
and Socialists, have once more advanced the French lab&- mov
ment to first place, to &ading positionin capitalist Europeand
have shown that they are worthy successors of the Communards,
worthy inheritors of the glorious legacy of the Paris Commune.

It is the great service of the French Communist Party and the
French proletariat that by their fighting against fascism imited
proletarian front they helped to prepare the decisions of oor Co
gress, which are of such tremendous importance for the workers of
all countries.

But what has been done in France constitutes only initial steps.
Our Congress, in mapping out thetieal line for the years imet
diately ahead, could not confine itself to merely recording this-exp
rience. It went further.

We Communists are a class party, a proletarian party. But as the
vanguard of the proletariat we are ready to organize joint actions
between the proletariat and the other sections of the working people
interested in the fight against fascism. We Communists are airevol
tionary party; but we are ready to undertake joint action with other
parties fighting against fascism.

We Communists hee other ultimate aims than these classes
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and parties, but in struggling for our aims we are ready to fight
jointly for any immediate tasks which when realized will weaken
the position of fascism and strengthen the position of the proletariat.

We Communits employ methods of struggle which differ from
those of the other parties; but, while using our own methods in
combating fascism, we Communists will also support the methods
of struggle used by other parties, however inadequate they may
seem, if these miebds are really directed against fascism.

We are ready to do all this because, in countries of bourgeois
democracy, we want to block the way of reaction and the offensive
of capital and fascism, prevent the abolition of bourgeois
democratic liberties, festall fascisrés terrorist vengeance upon the
proletariat and the revolutionary section of the peasantry ard inte
lectuals, and save the young generation from physical and spiritual
degeneracy.

We are ready to do all this because in the fascist coumtges
want to prepare and hasten the overthrow of fascist dictatorship.

We are ready to do all thisecause we want to save the world
from fascist barbarity and the horrors of imperialist war.

Ours is aCongress of struggle for the maintenance of peace
against the threat of imperialist war.

We are raising now the issue of this strugglea new wayQOur
Congress is decidedly opposed to the fatalistic outlook on the
guestion of imperialist war emanating from old Soeflemocratic
notions.

" Here Comrade Weber, a delegate of the German Communist Party,
mounted the platform and presentedimitrov an album with the

foll owing words: AComrade Dimitrov
Communist Party delegation | deliver this book into your hands, a book

of the heroic exploits of the revolutionary fighters of Germany. It was

you who by your condugtt the Leipzig trial and your entire s@bs

guent activity served as an example for the German Communist Party,

for the German anfiascists, in their struggle. Accept the book, this

song of the heroism of the proletarian fighters of Germany, to whom

you have furnished an example to follow, who give up their freedom,
their health, their |lives ich the ¢
cepted the album and warmly embraced Weber, amidst loud applause,
shouts of AHurrah! o6 and cheering.
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It is true thatimperialist wars are the product of capitalism, that
only the overthrow of capitalism will put an end to all war; but it is
likewise true that the masses of working people can hinder irhperia
ist war by their militant action.

The world today is not whatvtas in 1914.

Today on onssixth of the globe there exists a powerful prol
tarian state that relies on the material strength of victoriouslsocia
ism. Guided by Staliils wise peace policy, the Soviet Union has
already more than once brought to naught thgressive plans of
the instigators of war.

Today the world proletariat, in its struggle against war, has at
its disposal not only its weapon of mass action, as it did in 1914.
Today the mass struggle of the international working class against
war is couptd with the influence of the Soviet Union as a state, of
its powerful Red Army, the most important guardian of the peace.

Today the working class is not under the exclusive influence of
SociatDemocracy participating in a bloc with the bourgeoisie, as
wasthe case in 1914. Today there is the world Communist Party,
the Communist International. Today the bulk of the Secial
Democratic workers are turning to the Soviet Union, to its policy of
peace, to a united front with the Communists. Today the peoples of
the colonial and sendolonial countries do not regard their liber
tion as a hopeless cause. On the contrary, they are passing on more
and more to determined struggle against the imperialist enslavers.
The best evidence of this is tB®viet revolution in Bina and the
heroic exploits of th&®ed Army of the Chinese people.

The people§hatred of war is constantly gaining in depth and
intensity. In pushing the toilers into the abyss of imperialist wars,
the bourgeoisie is staking its head. Today not onlywioeking
class, the peasantry and other working people champion the cause
of the preservation of peace, but also the oppressed nations and the
weak peoples whose independence is menaced by new wars. Even
some of the big capitalist states, afraid of losimg new redivision
of the world, aret the present stagaterested in avoiding war.

This gives rise to the possibility of forming a very wide front of
the working class, all working people and whole nations against the
threat of imperialist war. Relyinon the peace policy of the Soviet
Union and the will for peace of millions upon millions of working
people, our Congress has opened up the perspective of developing a
wide antiwar front not only for the Communist vanguard but for
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the working class of thwhole world, and for the peoples of every
land. The extent to which this worldwide front is realized and
comes into operation will determine whether the fascist and other
imperialist instigators of war will be able in the near future to kindle
a new impealist war, or whether their fiendish hands will be
hacked off by the ax of a powerful amtar front.

Ours is the Congress of thity of the working classhe Cm-
gress of struggle for a united proletarian front.

We entertain no illusions on the sebj of the difficulties which
the reactionary portion of the Soelaémocratic leaders will place
in the path of realizing a united proletarian front. But we do not fear
these difficulties. For we reflect the will of millions of workers; for
we serve thenterests of the proletariat best by fighting for a united
front; for the united front is the surest road to the overthrowssf fa
cism and the capitalist order of society, to the prevention of imper
alist war.

At this Congress we have raised on high thenbanftrade wn-
ion unity.Communists do not insist on the independent existence of
the Red trade unions at all costs. But Communists want trade union
unity based on the class struggle and on putting an end, once and for
all, to a situation in which the mbsonsistent and determined aev
cates of trade union unity and of the class struggle are expelled from
the trade unions of the Amsterdam International.

We know that not all those working in the trade unions affilia
ed to the Red International of Labor dng have understood and
assimilated this line of the Congress. Among these workere t
are still remnants of starian selsatisfaction which must be ave
come if the line of the Congress is to be carried out firmly. But we
shall carry out this line whaver the cost, and shall find ansmon
language with our class brothers, our comrades in the struggle, the
workers at present affiliated to the Amsterdam International.

At this Congress we have adopted a course for the formaten of
single mass politicgbarty of the working class$or putting an end to
the political split in the ranks of the proletariat, a split caused by the
class collaboration policy of the Soel@2émocratic Parties. For us the
political unity of the working class isot a maneuvebut a question
of the future fate of the entire labor movement. Should there be any
people in our midst who approach the question of the political unity
of the working class as a maneuver, we shall fight them as people
bringing harm to the working class. Pissty kecause our attitude on
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this question is one of absolute seriousness and sincerity, dictated by
the interests of the proletariat, we lay down definite fundamemal co
ditions to serve as the basis for such unity. We have not inveeted th
se fundamentatonditions. They are the result of the experience
gained from the sufferings of the proletariat in the course of itg-stru
gle; they are also in accordance with the will of millions of Secial
Demacratic workers, a will engendered by the lessons of thatslefe
suffered. These fundamental conditions have been tested by &e exp
rience of the entire revolutionary labor movement.

Since proletarian unity has been the keynote of our Congress, it
has been not only a Congress of the Communist vanguard, but a
Congress of the entire international working class thirsting for-mil
tant trade union and political unity.

Though our Congress was not attended by delegates obthe S
cial-Democratic workers nor by nerarty delegates, and though the
workers forced into the fast organizations were not represented,
the Congress has spoken not only for the Communists but also for
these millions of workers. It has expressed the thoughts and feelings
of the overwhelming majority of the working class. If the laber o
ganizations o¥arious trends were to hold a really free discussion of
our decisions among the workers of the whole world, there is no
doubt in our minds but that they would support the decisions for
which you, comrades, have voted with such unanimity.

So much the moris it our duty as Communists to make tlee d
cisions of our Congress in actual fact the property of the whole
working class. To have voted for these decisions is not enough. Nor
is it enough to popularize them among the members of tme- Co
munist Parties. We ant the workers belonging to the parties of the
Second International and the Amsterdam International Federation of
Trade Unions as well as the workers belonging to organizations of
other political trends to discuss these decisions jointly with us, to
bring in their amendments and make practical proposals; we want
them to deliberate jointly with us as to how decisions can best be
carried into effect, how they, jointly with us, hand in hand, can best
realize these decisions in practice.

Ours has been a Comgs of anew tactical orientation for the
Communist International.

Standing firmly on the impregnable position of Marxism
Leninism, which has been confirmed by the whole experience of the
international labor movement, and above all by the victories of the
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great October Revolution, our Congress, acting in the spirit and
guided by the method dif/ing MarxismLeninism has reshaped the
tactical lines of the Communist International to meet the changed
world situation.

The Congress has taken a firm decisluat the united front ta
tics must be applieth a new way.The Congress emphatically-d
mands that Communists shall not content themselves with ptepaga
ing general slogans about proletarian dictatorship and Soviet power,
but that they shall pursue a def@itctive, Bolshevik policy on all
internal and foreign political questions arising in their country, on
all urgent problems that affect the vital interests of the working
class, their own nation and the international labor movement. The
Congress insists ost emphatically that all tactical steps taken by
the Communist Parties be based on a sober analysis of actual cond
tions, on a consideration of the relation of class forces, and of the
political level of the widest masses. The Congress demands that
every relic of sectarianismbe abolished from the practice of the
Communist movement, as this represents at present the grdmatest o
stacle in the way of the Communist Parties carrying out a really
mass, really Bolshevik policy.

While inspired by the determinatido carry out this tactical line
and by conviction that this road will lead our Parties to bigesses,
the Congress has at the same time taken into account the possibility
that the carrying out of this Bolshevik line may nietays be smooth
sailing, may not always proceed without mistakes, without deviations
here and there to the Right or to fileftd i deviations either in the
direction ofadaptation and trailing behind events in the direction
of sectarian selsolation.Which of these constites,fispeaking ge-
erallyo the main danger is a dispute in which only scholastics can
engage. The greater and worse danger is that which at any given m
ment and in any given country represents the greater obstacle to the
carrying out of the line of our Corggs, to the development of the
correct mass policy of the Communist Parties.

The cause of Communism demands, not abstractdndrete
struggle againstdeviations; prompt and determined rebuff to all
harmful tendencies as they arise, and the timelyfigtton of mis-
takes. To replace the necessary concrete struggle against deviations
by a peculiasporti hunting imaginary deviations or deviatdrss
an intolerably harmful distortion. In our Party practice eveny e
couragement must be given to develaiiative in formulating new
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guestions. We must assist in having the questions concerning the
activity of the Party discussed from every angle, and not hastily set
down as some deviation every doubt or critical remark of a Party
member concerning the ptaal problems of the movement. A
comrade who has committed an error must be given an opportunity
to correct it in practice, andnly those who stubbornly persist in
their mistakes and those who disorganize the Party are to be flayed
without mercy.

Champoning, as we do, working class unity, we shall with so
much the more energy and irreconcilability fight famity within
our Parties.There can be no room in our Parties for factions, or for
attempts at factionalism. Anyone who tries to break the irory ohit
our ranks by any kind of factionalism will be made to feel what is
meant by the Bolshevik discipline that Lenin and Stalin have always
taught us. Let this be a warning to those few elements in individual
Parties who think that they can take advantafgie difficulties of
their Party, the wounds of defeat or the blows of the raging enemy,
to carry out their factional plans, and to further their own group i
terests.The Party is above everything else! To guard the Bolshevik
unity of the Party as the afe of onés eye is the first and highest
law of Bolshevism!

Ours is a Congress dBolshevik seiltriticism and of the
strengthening of the leadership of the Communist International and
its Sections.

We are not afraid of pointing out openly mistakes, kmeases
and shortcomings in our ranks, for we are a revolutionary Party
which knows that it can develop, grow and accomplish its tasks o
ly if it discards everything hindering its development as a tevol
tionary Party.

And the work which the Congress hasamplished by its nte
ciless criticism of selfatisfied sectarianism, canhddried schemes
and stereotyped practices, laziness of thought, substitution of the
methods of leading a Party for the methods of leading masals
this work must be continugd an appropriate manner in all Parties,
locally, in all links of our movement, as this is one of the mest e
sential preconditions for correctly carrying into life the decisions of
the Congress.

In its resolution on the report of the Executive Committee,
Congress resolved to concentrate dag-to-day leadershipof our
movement in the sections themselves. This makes it our duty to i
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tensify in every way the work of forming and training cadres and of
reinforcing the Communist Parties with genuine Boldhéeaders,

so that at abrupt turns of events the Parties can quickly aed ind
pendently find correct solutions for the political and tacticabpro
lems of the Communist movement, on the basis of the decisions of
the Congresses of the Communist Internatiamal the Plenums of

its Executive Committee. The Congress, when electing the leading
bodies of the Communist International, strove to constitute its lea
ership of such people as accept the new lines and decisions of the
Congress and are ready and ablmlfjrto carry them into life, not
from a sense of discipline, but out of deep conviction.

It is likewise necessary in each country to ensure the correct
application of the decisions adopted by the Congress. This avill d
pend primarily on appropriately tesgj, distributing and directing
the cadres. We know that this is not an easy task. It must be borne in
mind that some of our cadres did not go through the experience of
Bolshevik mass policy, but were brought up largely along the lines
of general propagand&/e must do everything to help our cadres
reorganize, to be retrained in a new spirit, in the spirit of the dec
sions of this Congress. But where tiid bottlesprove unsuited for
the new wine the necessary conclusions must be drawrot to
spill thenewwine or spoil it by pouring it into theld bottles, but to
replace theld bottles bynewones.

We intentionally excluded from the reports as well as from the
decisions of the Congrebigh-sounding phrasesn the revolutio-
ary perspective. We did thinot because we have any ground for
appraising the tempo of revolutionary development less optimist
cally than before, but because we want to rid our Parties ofnany i
clination to replace Bolshevik activity by revolutionary phrase
mongering or barren digges about the appraisal of the perspective.
Waging a decisive struggle against any reliance on spontaneity, we
take account of the process of development of the revolution not as
passive observers, but as active participants in this process. As a
Party of revolutionary actioni fulfilling at every stage of the
movement the tasks that are in the interest of the revolution, the
tasks that correspond to the specific conditions of the given stage,
and soberly taking into consideration the political level efwhide
mass of working people we accelerate, more than in any other way,
the creation of the subjective preconditions necessary fotidtoay
of the proletarian revolution.
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Marx said:

We must take things as we find thehat is we must utilize
revoluionary sentiments in a manner corresponding to the changed
circumstances.

This is the gist of the matter. This we must never forget.

Comrades: The decisions of the World Congress must be
brought home to the massesust be explained to the massesist
be applied as a guide for the action of the masgseshort must be
made the flesh and blood of millions of toilers!

It is necessary to encourage everywhere as much as paksible
initiative of the workers in their respective localitighe initiative
displayed by the lower organizations of the Communist Parties and
the labor movement in carrying out these decisions.

When leaving here, the representatives of the revolutionary pr
letariat must bring to their respective countries the firm conviction
that we Communists bear responsibility for the fate of the working
class, of the labor movement, responsibility for the fate of our own
nation, for the fate of all toiling humanity.

To us, the workers, and not the social parasites and idkers, b
longs the wdd T a world built by the hands of the workers. The
present rulers of the capitalist world are tauhporaryrulers.

The proletariat is theeal mastey tomorrowds master of the
world. And it must enter upon its historical rights, take into its
hands theeins of government in every country all over the world.

We are disciples of Marx and Engelsenin and StalinWe
should be worthy of our great leaders.

With Stalin at their head the millions of our political army
overcoming all difficulties and couragusly breaking through all
barriers, must and will level to the ground the fortress of capitalism
and achieve the victory of socialism throughout the whole world!

Long live the unity of the working class! Long live the Seventh
Congress of the Communistérnational!

(In a lengthy ovationStalin and Dimitrowvere greeted as the
leaders of the world Communist movenjent.

Speech Delivered at the Close of the Seventh Worid C
gress othe Communist Internationahugust 201935.
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v
United Action of the Proletariat

Comrades, you have come from capitalist countries to the land
of the proletarian dictatorshipthe Soviet Uniori which is the first
but not the last state of the world proletariat.

You have the opportunity, and you will continue to hévis
opportunity, to see with your own eyes the tremendous difference
between the conditions of the working class there, where capital and
fascism rule, and here, where the working class, having overthrown
the bourgeoisie, is now victoriously building sam@m under the
leadership of the glorious Bolshevik Party, at the head of which
standsComrade Stalinthe great leader of the world proletariat.

The Red Flag of the proletarian revolution waves victoriously
over onesixth of the earth. Over orgxth ofthe globe workers and
peasants, and not capitalists and landlords, are in power. Millions of
Soviet men and women, workers and collective farmers of this great
and immense Soviet fatherland are transforming the old, dark,
backward tsarislandlord Russianto a land of the latest technique,
mechanization and industrialization, into a land of socialism.

You see with your own eyeshatthe working class has been
able to achieve once it has taken power. You saw on the Red Square
on May First the powerful ared forces of the Soviet Union our
glorious Red Armyi the strength of the working class, the strength
of the land of the Soviets.

When you were with us on the Red Square and we watched the
tanks filing past us, and the airplanes flying oveil wge saw no
only the armed power of the working class of the Soviet Union, but
also the strength and power of the revolutionary proletariat throug
out the world.

Comrades, the Soviet state is the state of the proletariat, and the
Soviet state defends the interesfsthe workers, toilers andpe
pressed peoples of the whole world. The interests of the Soviet state
are the interests of the world proletariat.

When our Russian brothers and sisters build socialism through
socialist emulation and shoekork, through perstent, creative
work, they are working and creating not only for their own country,
but also for the world proletariat.
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When they strengthen the fighting power of the Red Army, they
strengthen not only the power of the Soviet Union, but also the
power ofthe world proletariat.

The Soviet Union and its Red Army are strongholds for peace
among the peoples. The Soviet Union is the citadel of the world
proletarian revolution.

When the reactionary SociBlemocratic leaders say and write:
fiwe do not want to dar into a united front with the Communists
because we do not want to receive orders from Mosciny only
prove that they are against the state of the proletariat. They prove
thereby that they have connections with the bourgeoisie, that they
support thepolicy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie and
that they are ready to aid the class enemy of the proletariat.

To every sincere worker in France or England, America @ Au
tralia, Germany or Spain, China or Japan, the Balkan countries or
the Cananyslandsi to every sincere worker, Moscow ligs own
Moscow.The Soviet Union isis own stateOur opponents very
often set up a howl abouiOrders from Moscow. Moscow of
course does not issue any orders. To recBivder® from Mos-
cow,i.e, to follow the example of the great Lenin and the great St
lin means salvation to the world proletariat.

If you, while you are here in our great fatherland, take a look at
the world working class movement as a whole, you will see two
basic and outstanding direct®mr currents in this world working
class movement.

On the one hand, there is the revolutionary section of the
proletariat which has already been established in its ownisthte
Soviet Union. The Communists and the revolutionary workers of all
countries feel themselves connected with the Soviet proletariat, with
the Soviet state, by the ties of a united militant front throughout the
world.

On the other hand, there is another direction, another current in
the labor movement. This is the-salled refornist current, the die
tion which is still dominant in the Second International. There is no
proletarian state, no Soviet power, no Red Army, no fighting power
of the world proletariat there. But there, for example, Vandervelde
and other leaders who collabte with the capitalists sit in the\go
ernments together with the bourgeois parties. They are connected
with their national bourgeoisie and support the policfitioéird bour-
geoisie. In this camp there is no unity, no international discipline.
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In the rewlutionary section of the world proletariat a common
international discipline prevails. The actions of the Bolshevik Party
of the Soviet Union correspond to the interests of the toilers of
France, as well as of Germany, America and the other countries.
And what the French, English, American, Japanese or Chinese
Communists undertake to do is never in contradiction to the inte
ests of the Soviet Union.

Here, in the revolutionary section of the world proletariatdlea
ership is in the hands of the Communigemmational, which unites
the millions of proletarians of the whole world who are linked t
gether by a powerful common idea, by a single will, by a common
leadership, a common discipline.

Therei you have a mantongued babel of confusion.

But, comrades, a process of differentiation and
revolutionization of the working masses is going on in the ranks of
the SocialDemocratic Parties. The number of those who are for a
united front with the Communists is growing.

At the present time, when we are face teefavith the menace
of fascism and war, the basic task facing all toilers is to establish a
united proletarian front, united action of the working class against
their class enemy.

Comrades! Remember how for three months during the Leipzig
trial frameup astruggle was waged between Communism asd fa
cism. A united front was created on a werlitle scale in conre
tion with the Leipzig trial, in defense of the innocent Communists,
although formally no pact had been concluded. Communists, S
cial-Democrats, Ananhists and noiparty toilers came out against
German fascism. Millions and millions of working men and kwor
ing women followed the struggle at Leipzig day in and day out. Mi
lions and millions of the petty bourgeoisie, peasantry and intellect
als were on th side of the united anfascist front. Even the bou
geois newspapers, conservative hostile newspapers, did not dare to
write against us and our speeches at the trial. At this time German
fascism was isolated. Hitler, Goering and Goebbels could not find
moral support in Germany or in any other country.

The united front movement has made further progress since the
Leipzig trial. We now have a formal agreement between the French
Communist Party and the French Socialist Party for united action,
an agreemenbetween the Italian Communists and the ltalian S
cialists, and agreements concluded by a number of Communist Pa
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ties with Socialist organizations, as well as with a number of anti
fascist organizations.

The united proletarian front is advancing, is gatiterever
greater strength, but on its path it encounters tremendous difficulties
and the resistance of its enemies. All who are connected with the
bourgeoisie and do not want to give up these connections @fe en
mies of the united front.

Comrades! As sooas the resistance of these reactionasy S
cial-Democratic leaders has been broken, and the united front of the
working class established, from that moment an indestructible barr
er will have been created against the capitalist offensive, against the
offensive of reaction and fascism.

The working class will be able to display all its strength only if
it brings about unity of action.

The economic, social, cultural and political interests of the
workers of all the various political tendenciebe they Commuist
workers, SociaDemocratic workers or Anarchist workdrsare the
same. On this basis, therefore, it is necessary and possiblelio esta
lish the united front.

Who is hindering this?

The united front of the proletariat is hindered by the reactionary
leaders of Sociabemocracy, by SocidDemocratic ideology and
the SocialDemocratic policy of classollaboration with the bau
geoisie. This stumbling block must be eliminated. We Communists
know that this is a difficult task, that it is not so easy to Waya
with these obstacles. But we are convinced that by means of daily
struggle and persistent work the united proletarian front, the unity of
the class trade unions and the united revolutionary party of the pr
letariat will ultimately be created in all cotiies.

Comrades! When you, as the delegation of workers from Eapita
ist countries, have been convinced, by what you have seen with your
own eyes, of the correctness of the LeniBistlinist path, of the path
followed by the Communist International, yeull not fail to tell
your brothers and sisters in the capitalist countries the whole truth
about the Soviet Union, and to struggle persistently anthcmusly
in defense of the proletarian fatherland and for the final establishment
of the united proletéan front. Convey to the toilers gbur countries
our warm revolutionary, Bolshevik greetings, and tell all the Social
Democratic workers that anyone who does not support the united
front now, who does not struggle for unitedti@n by the working
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class,who tolerates a campaign against tlogi& Union, against the
fatherland of the world proletariat, anyone who supports the policy of
class collaboration with the bourgeoisie is an enemy of the interests
of the working class, an accomplice of reaction tastism and an
assistant to the firebrands of imperialist war.

Let us all, Communists, SociBlemocrats and all other wor
ers, in full harmony, hand in hand, struggle together agaisst fa
cism, and for the liberation of the thousands and thousandssef pri
oners held by capital and fascism, for the liberation of Thaelmann,
Rakosi, Tom Mooney and of all revolutionary afatscists who are
languishing in prisons and concentration camps in the capitalist
countries.

Let us struggle together against the enemfamited action by
the working class!

Let us struggle together for the final victory of socialism
throughout the world!

Long live united action by the working class in every country
and on an international scale!

Long live the victory of the world pretarian revolution!

Abridged Stenographic Report of Speech Delivered at
Hall of Columns of the House of Trade Unipl®scow,
Before the May First Delegation of Foreign Workers
1935.
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\Y4
Youth Against Fascism

Comrades, | am bringing you warm giiags from the Exes
tive Committee of the Communist International.

The remarkable words of the great leader and teacher of the
proletariat and of all the oppressed of the world, Comfataén,
that fiinternationalism is the fundamental idea that permedbes
activity of the Young Communist Leagund their living embal-
iment in you.

No dangers that beset your long and arduous road, no fascist or
police cordons were able to prevent you from gathering in the Red
proletarian capital for the purpose ofdlissing, in a friendly and
amicable way, like the international family that you are, the tasks of
uniting the forces of the young generation of toilers.

You are a congress of the revolutionary youth, a congress of
strength and courage. How many of thettssd most exemplary
fighters in the cause of the working youth have assembled at your
congress!

It is with pride and affection that | welcome, through you, in the
name of the older revolutionary generation, the glorious young
guard of the working peopla the whole world.

Comrades, a month ago the Seventh World Congress of the
Communist International completed its work in this hall where you
are assembled today.

The Congress of the Comintern, led by the brilliant teaching of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Sia, thoroughly discussed all the main
problems of the international labor movement and mapped out the
road that must be taken to overcome the split in this movement, and
to weld together the forces of the toilers in the struggle against e
ploiters and opgessors, against fascism and war. The Congress of
the Communist International paid particular attention to the youth
movement as one of the principal problems of the international re
olutionary movement, understanding full well that the victory of the
class struggle of the working people depends upon the correct and
successful development of the youth movement, upon its assuming
a sweeping mass character.

Fascism has wreaked bestial vengeance upon the best fighters
of the revolutionary youth. At the samme it is making everyfe
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fort to adapt its putrid demagogy to the moods of the wide mass of
the youth, and to take advantage of the growing militant activity of
the youth for its own reactionary ends, in order to convert it into a
prop of dying capitalism.

Depriving the young generation of working people of all rights,
the fascist governments militarize the entire youth, and try to train
from their ranks obedient slaves of finance capital in civil as well as
imperialist war.

What can we place in oppositido fascism and the threat of
imperialist war, which has become particularly acute in view of the
preparations being made by Italian fascism to attack Ethiopia and
the growing aggression of German fascism?

We can and must place in opposition to it theaorof all antt
fascist forces and, first and foremost, the union of all the forces of
the young generation of working people, at the same time enhancing
a thousandfold the role and activity of the youth in the struggle of
the working class for its own iatests, for its own cause.

Let the entire activity of the Congress of the Young Communist
International be devoted to the attainment of this immediate and
principal goal.

On the basis of the experience you already have gained, and the
decisions of the Senth Congress of the Communist International,
we expect you to be able to find the proper ways and mearts of a
complishing the most important task of your movement, the task of
uniting the forces of the entire ndéascist youth, and, first and
foremost, ofthe working class youth, the task of achieving unity
with the socialist youth.

This, however, cannot be achieved if the Young Communist
Leagues keep on trying, as they have done hitherto, to construct
their organizations as if they were Commuattiesof the youth;
nor will this be possible if they are content, as heretofore, to lead the
secluded life of sectarians, isolated from the masses.

The whole antfascist youth is interested in uniting and organi
ing its forces. Therefore you, comrades, nfimt such ways, forms
and methods of work as will assure the formation, in thétadeg
countries, of anew typeof mass youth organizations, to which no
vital interest of the working youth will be alien, organizations which,
without copying the Party, Wfight for all the interests of the youth
and will bring up the youth in the spirit of the class struggle aod pr
letarian internationalism, in the spirit of Marxidreninism.
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This requires that the Congress should very seriatlsbgk up
andreappraisethe work of the Young Communist Leagues, for the
purpose ofactually achieving their reorganization and the fearless
removal of everything that obstructs the development of mass work
and establishment of the united front and unity of the youth.

We expectthe Young Communist International to build up its
activity in such a manner as to weld and unite all trade unidn, cu
tural, educational and sports organizations of the working youth, all
revolutionary, nationatevolutionary, nationaliberation and ari
fascist youth organizations, for the struggle against fascism and war,
for the rights of the young generation.

We note with great pleasure that our young comrades in France
and the United States have actively joined the mass movement for a
united front ofthe youth which is so successfully developing, and
have already achieved in this sphere successes which hold out great
promises. All sections of the Young Communist International should
profit by this experience of the French and Americanredes.

In many countries the Communist and Socialist youth ara-co
ing closer and closer together. A striking example of this is the
presence, at this Congress of the Young Communist International,
of representatives of not only the Communist but also the Socialist
youth of Spain.

Therefore, comrades, follow boldly the course of uniting with
the Socialist youth and of forming joint and united organizations
with it. Follow boldly the course of uniting all forces of the anti
fascist youth!

The Executive Committee of thi@ommunist International will
encourage and support in every way your initiative and activity in
the fight for unity and for all the vital interests of the working
youth.

The millions of young men and women for whom capitalist s
ciety has created impos#bconditions of existence, who are either
outside any organization at all or are in organizations led by the
class enemy, are your brothers and sisters, whom you canwstd
win over to the side of socialism by your persistent work.

Don@ wait until unty between the Communist and Social
Democratic Parties and other organizations of the working class has
been reached.

Be bold independent and full of initiative!

122



You are the Congress of the most active, the most self
sacrificing section of the young gmmtion of today. You cannot
stand aside from the movement in favor of unity which is growing
and strengthening in the ranks of the working class. You do not
have to wait like the Socialist Youth International for permission
fifrom abov® before you can sygort the united front movement
and the union of the toiling youth in one organization.

In the name of the Executive Committee of the Communist |
ternational | declare that the youth united in the ranks of the Young
Communist International enjoys and widlbntinue to enjoy every
opportunity of independentlydeveloping its revolutionary mev
ment and solving the problems of this movement.

Communists in youth organizations must be able to work in
such a way as to influence the decisions of these organizétjons
convincing their members, and not by issuing orders in the name of
the Party.

| call to mind the words of the great Lenin which form the basis
for the relations between the Communist International and the youth
and its organizations:

Frequently the mddle-aged and the ageib not know howo
approach the youth in the proper way, for, necessarily, the youth
must come to socialisim a different wayby other pathsin other
forms in other circumstancethen their fathers. Incidentally, this is
why we must be decidedly in favor of tlerganisational indepeat
enceof the Youth Leaguenot only because the opportunists fear
this independence, but because of the very nature of the case; for
unless they have complete independence, the yamilitlbe unable
either to train good Socialists from their midst or preparenthe
selves to lead socialisfarward.

Comrades, you mustudy study while you fight.

Combine your dayo-day practical activities with a profound
study of the original sources of Marxidmeninism, for without rer-
olutionary theory there can be no revolutionary practice.

Be exemplary, staunch and valiant fighters against fascism
against capitalism.

Hold aloftthe banner of the liberation of humanity from ieap
talist slavery, the banner of the Comanist International

Rally the young generation of working people of the whole
world around this banner. This emblem of stupendous victokies a
ready waves over ormxth part of the globe and it will conquer
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throughout the world! It is the flag of theegit leader of the world
proletariat, Comrad8talin!

Speech at the Opening of the Sixth Congress of the Y
Communist InternationaBeptenber 25 1935.
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VI
Reply to Spanish Socialists

Comrade Husto Amutio,
Editor AdelantaVerdad Valencia.

Many thanks for your friendly letter. The fact that the Socialist
youth and the entire fighting proletariat of Spaias you say in your
letteri followed the work of the Seventh Congress of the Comintern
with extreme interest, and read the report on worklagscunity in
the struggle against the bourgeoisie and fascism with tremendous
satisfaction, is a new proof of the fact that in itsisieas this historic
Congress really expressed the common interests and common desires
and longings of the working clas$all countries.

I am extremely glad that you, advanced Spanish proletarians,
Socialists and Communists, are seriously getting down tol{ulfil
ment of the great task of uniting the working class and all working
people for the struggle against fascism, a@d the capitalist offe
sive. | am sure that the toilers of Spain, who have, on more than one
occasion, displayed brilliant examples of revolutionary heroism,
will succeed in barring fascigmpath by establishing a firm united
fighting front of the workmg class and the people.

The road to victory over fascism and over the forces of reaction
and counterevolution in Spain lies through the unity of the Sbcia
ist and Communist youth, through the realization of unity of action
of the Socialist and CommuniParties, through the liquidation of
the split in the trade union movement, and the extension andl-conso
idation of workeréand peasandslliances throughout the country.

Only a united struggle of Communists, Socialists and Anarcho
Syndicalist workersmarching shoulder to shoulder in the front
ranks of all the toilers of town and countryside, will secure the vi
tory of the working class over the common class enemy. Tte su
cesses of the movement for unity in Spain constitute a big step fo
ward along theoad toward the establishment of international unity
of the proletariat.

| wish you success, dear comrades, Socialists, Communists and
AnarcheSyndicalist workers, in boldly, shoulder to shoulder,rove
coming all obstacles to the establishment of unitgesiby the
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splitters of the working class, whether conscious agents of the bou
geoisie or misled opponents of the united front.

| wish you every success in achieving this militant unity, so that
the Spanish people will not have to experience the horfoichvihe
German people are now undergoing under the yoke of the barbarian
fascist regime, and so that, in the long run, the victory of socialism
will be assured in Spain.

Fraternal Bolshevik greetings.

G.DIMITROV
November 261935.
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VII
The Legal System of German Fascism

[In the fascist newspapevoelkischer Beobachtaf December
18, 1935 Von Ribbentrop Hitler& fispecial plenipotentiay on
questions of foreign poli¢ypublished a letter to Lord Allen of
Hartwood in reply to the request of ceraEnglish lawyers ad-
dressed through Lord Allen personally to Hitlér that Hans
Luetten a German lawyelbe released.

[In this letter Ribbentrop puts forward a number of theses.
First, that the present regime in Germany constitutes a special legal
sysem which corresponds to thfispiritd and finatural feelings of
the German people. Secoriat the advent of the German fascists
to power on January 3@933 was afirevolutiono Third, that the
historic mission of German fascism is to save civilizatfeourth
and last that he Ribbentrop helped to obtain the release of
Dimitrov, a fact which he now bitterly regrets.

[Ribbentrop regrets thémagnanimitg of the German go
ernment in releasin@imitrov.

[Referring to the report delivered timitrov at the Seventh
Congress of the Communist Internatignathich he foully ditorts,
Herr Ribbentrop writesfiThis carefully elaborated program is the
result of the release &@imitrov, i.e., the result of the liberal British
outlook and German good nature amégnanimity

[Below we publistDimitrovés reply to questions put to him by
representatives of the press on this subje&id.]

QUESTION: What is your opinion of the letter written by the
Hitler diplomat Ribbentrop to Lord Allen of Hartwogaliblished m
the official organ of the German governmentoelkischer
Beobachterpn December 18n answer to the demand for thé-li
eration of the German lawyer Luetteaddressed by Englishva
yers to Hitler?

DIMITROV : Herr Ribbentrop is not giving his own indiudl
opinion. Indeed, his personal opinions are of very little value. His
letter constitutes an official statement of the German government

"See fAThe igesand the Tasks 6f the Gommunist
International Beginning on p. 1 of this volumé Ed.
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attempting to justify the monstrous crimes which have given rise to
a wave of protest throughout the civilized woftlbbentrop writes

as the mouthpiece of unbridled German fascism, which is attemp
ing to win the support of public opinion in England both for planis
ing its political opponents and for the war adventures that it is pla
ning. It is not accidental that thiistter has appeared at a time when
the dastardly execution of the German Communist Claus has
aroused the indignation of all honest people throughout the world, at
a time when, faced with the catastrophe of starvation into which
fascism has driven the massef working people in Germany, the
German fascists are greatly intensifying the terror throughout the
country. In speaking openly in defense of those who wield the ex
cutiones ax, their accomplice in the kid gloves of a diplomat, by
his letter, virtualy challenges the whole of world public opinion.

QUESTION: What do you think of Ribbentr@passertion that
the present German regime represents a special legal system
corresponding to th@spiritd and fAinatural feelings of the German
peopled?

DIMITROV: Ribbentrofs assertion is a gross insult to the
great German people. What cynicism one must possess, and with
what fiNietzschead contempt one must regard the people to whom
Ribbentroiis letter is directly addressed, to make such a statement!
Fascism and a ¢ml system are two absolutely incompatible things.
Fascism is the negation of any kind of legal system. In essesice fa
cism is arbitrary rule. It is the arbitrary rule of an armed gang of
hirelings of big capital who enslave the vast majority of the people
in the interests not only of the exploiting minority in general, but
particularly in the interests of the most rapacious exploiters.

What kind of legal system is it apart from its alleged oo
formity to the fispiritd and finatural feelingd of the German @ople
that has deprived niaenths of this people of elementary political
rights? What kind of a legal system is it that is destroying the
~lower of the German people in prisons and concentration camps?
What kind of a legal system is it that, as Ribbgnthimself says,
keeps incarcerated people like Luetten, who are absolutely innocent,
simply because they have a differ@spiritual viewpoind from that
of Herr Ribbentrop?

Ribbentrois justification for the abolition of the old legalssy
tem in Germanys, as he says, théAdolf Hitler could also be tried
under the same clauses of the criminal code as other ninBatsa
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system under which no fascist murderer is held responsible for his
criminal acts before any court and under any clause of the law is
arbitrary system. It is a regime of criminals in power.

It would be no exaggeration to say that fispecial legal sy
temd of Ribbentrop stands closer to thgystend of the American
gangsters who terrorize the population of the U.S.A. than to any
othe existing legal system. Under what legal system, for example,
can we include the provocative burning of the Reichstag by the
German fascists? Let tifeoordinated German Academy of Law,
whose materials Herr Ribbentrop so obligingly promises to send to
Lord Allen, try from the viewpoint of a legal system to justify this
provocative act which served, as its initiators planned, as a pretext
for a whole number of St. Bartholoménnights. By ndiegal s-
temd will the Ribbentrops be able to justify such gpsées the arrest
of people who had nothing whatever to do with the affair, and their
trial on the charge of setting fire to the Reichstag, when the whole
world knows that the Reichstag was set on fire at the orders and
under the leadership of the fasciders.

Let the German Academy of Law try to give a legal jusdific
tion of the assassinations so frequently perpetrated by the fascists,
or the numerous cases of murder duringaied fiattempts to &
cape9 or the death sentences passed onfastists orthe basis of
forged documents and suborned witnesses. Let it try to justify the
system of tortures and inquisition to which the fascist hangnten su
ject imprisoned Communists, Soel@émocrats and other anti
fascists. Let Herr Ribbentrop explain what staad of a legal s
tem embrace such actions as the murder by a fascist of the German
Professor Lessing on Czechoslovakian territory, the bloodytslaug
ter of June 30, the murder of General Schleicher and his wife, the
shooting of scores of Storm TroopersndAwhat about the anti
Semitic pogroms and the persecution of Catholics, which recall the
worst pages of the times of the Inquisition, of the times of the H
guenots? And sterilization? Under what legal system are such vile
acts permissible? And the Bacchba of the public burning of the
immortal productions of human thought and genius?

Yes, such dispecial legal systeirhas had precedents in list
ry, in the dark days of the Middle Ages. It still arouses horror
among those who study the history of tortyrthe stake, the bow
ing of fheretics) the execution of Giordano Bruno, the brutal
frack® upon which unfortunate people were stretched during the
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days of Ilvan the Terrible. At that time also there were executioners
striking off heads at the place of ex¢ion, at that time also there
were Ribbentrops who lauded thispecial legal systemBut we
know that the peoples utterly destroyed this system, and without
regret drove out those who were the bearers of it. And it requires the
spiritual degenerationfdourgeois society and all the rottenness of
decaying capitalism to revive this system once more, and to bring
shame on the country which has given the world Marx and Engels,
Goethe, Schiller, Wagner and Heine. The court of history will not
be gentler wh those who have raised the ax and the block as the
symbol of modern medievalism in an epoch when thegiated

star with the emblem of the hammer and sickle is already blazing
over onesixth of the globe.

QUESTION: What is your estimate of Ribbentfspstatement
that firevolutions are not decided in court rooms and in accordance
with ordinary legal standards?

DIMITROV: It is quite true that revolutions are not decided in
court rooms and on the basis of ordinary legal standards. But Herr
Ribbentrop, inthinking that he has here found the key to the justif
cation of the crimes of German fascism, has overlook#tiife.o
The whole point is that the advent of the German fascists to power
on January 30, 1933, was not a revolution at all. It is well known
that every genuine revolution means the passing of power from one
class into the hands of another class. But in Germany the baurgeo
sie as a class were in power and have remained in power. Tihe cap
talist system has remained untouched. All that has chasgbat
the most reactionary, the most chauvinistic and most imperialistic
circles of finance capital have become the complete masters and
have extremely intensified capitalist exploitation and oppression.
Political forgery will not help Ribbentrop. He ttis that by sticking
the verbal labefiNationatSocialist revolution onto the reactionary
frenzy of the fascists, he thereby justifies the fascist terror. It never
occurs to the fascist diplomat that real revolutions, however harsh
they may be, do not ndgustification, because they lift the people
that brings about the revolution, and the whole of mankind as-a co
sequence, to a higher stage of human civilization. But the reason
why the bloody orgy of the fascists cannot be justified in any way is
that itreduces the great German people to the level of barbarism.

The fascist legend of a Natior@bcialist revolution has hithe
to been an article primarily for home consumption, intended to lead
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the masses astray and to take the place of the fats, meaggsd e
that are not forthcoming. Ribbentrop, Hifietraveling salesman, is
now attempting to throw these rotten wares onto the European ma
ket. He quite seriously recommends the raging fascist frenzy as a
fimodel of revolution for all other nations.

It is impossible not to smile when reading such a statement by
Ribbentrop as that the notorious methods of the NatiBoeialist
revolutionfihave no precedent in hist@rgndfiare in crying conti-
diction to the cruel and barbarous methods by which revolutions
were carried out among other peoples of the cultured et
that, finally, they serve tfipreserve the ethical and moral principles
of the peopleé All this represents such recengaking in shameless
lying that it does not even need a reply. It isuytfascistfimodeb
of boundless insolence.

QUESTION: What is your attitude to the statement of
Ribbentrop that it is the historic mission of German fascism to save
civilization?

DIMITROV: The same as it would be to a statement of Amer
can gangsters ihey were to attribute to themselves the mission of
saving mankind from banditry. It is well known that the German
fascists aim their blows at everything which bears the imprint of
human progress, free thought, independent creation, at all who are
not fascsts. It could not be otherwise, because fascism is the most
merciless enemy of human progress and civilization. It is the e
bodiment of the most savage and unbridled obscurantism. It directs
its blows first and foremost against the working class movement
and particularly against Communism, because Communisne-repr
sents the vanguard of the world working class movement and the
bearer of a new civilization.

And this role of Communism stands out with particular relea
ness in the light of those great achievemenftsocialist constrecr
tion which have been brought about in the U.S.S.R. under the wise
direction of the greatest man of our ér&talin. Millions of people
workers, peasants, intellectuals, scientists, engineers and technicians
T in the capitalist worldare becoming more and more convinced
that socialism in the U.S.S.R. means a mighty growth of the produ
tive forces, the continuously growing wékking of the broadest
masses of the people, an unprecedented rise in their cultural level,
the allround devadpment of human personality, the birth of a new
man, a new life, a new psychology. Socialism means peaceand fr
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ternity among the peoples. And for this very reason all thatris ho
est, independent and free among mankind is despite all difficulties
rallying with the working class to the united front against fascism,
against this plague of modern humanity.

QUESTION: What have you to say about Ribbentoplaim
that he assisted in securing your liberation?

DIMITROV: In making such a statement Ribbentropptm it
mildly, exaggerates the role played in history by his own personal
ty. As everybody knows, my Bulgarian comrades and | were-libe
ated from prison because even a fascist court could not do other
than acquit us. It acquitted us because it was proped the hilt at
the Leipzig trial that the Reichstag was fired, not by thenCo
munists, but by the German fascists. We were liberated because the
wave of indignation against the crimes of German fascism rose so
high throughout the world, and fascism sqgdised itself and made
itself such a laughing stock at Leipzig, that nothing was left for it
but to expel us from the country. But where does Ribbentrop come
in here? If the Ribbentrops could have torn me to pieces at Leipzig,
they would have done so withe greatest of pleasure, but they were
powerless. The bandit who lets his victim go because his hands are
held down by people who rush to the aid of his victim is the last one
to be able to boast of his own magnanimity.

Ribbentrop tries to depict the gn@am of the united fighting
front against the capitalist offensive, fascism and war, which was
developed at the Seventh Congress openly before the whole world,
as a world terrorist plot not only against fascist Germany but against
the whole of Europe andspecially against the British Empire. And
it would seem that this terrible calamity took place as a result of the
fiBritish liberal outlook and German complacency and magrianim
ty,0 which, as Ribbentrop assures us, led to my liberation. Ribbe
trop needs althis lying balderdash to persuade British publicnepi
ion not to repeat suchfmistake as my liberation, and in order to
set the hands of German fascism free to wreak vengeance on
Thaelmann and the other prisoners in German dungeons. He deli
erately distats the decisions of the Seventh Congress so asio di
tract attention from the real plotters and terrorists who are trying to
drag the world into the catastrophe of a new imperialist war. The
stenographic record of my speech has been published. It has been
read by the workers of all countries, and English lords can also read
it. In my report, in conformity with the program and the tactics of

132



the Communist International, not only did | not speak as a supporter
of individual terror, but | fought with all theassion of a fighter for
Communism against those who have made the weapon of political
individual terror the basic method of achieving their -popular
aims. | have in view first and foremost the German fascists.

There is no doubt that more than evefobe serious danger
threatens the life of Thaelmann and tens of thousands of- Co
munists, SociaDemocrats and other affiscists imprisoned in
German jails and concentration camps. New crimes of fascism are
pending. The hand of the fascist butchers maduned aside. It is
for the millions of workers and all honest people to have their say.

Reply to HerRibbentrop;Interview of G Dimitrov with
Representatives of the PreBebruary, 1936.
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VI
Silence Is Impossible i Action Is Wanted

The terroist attack by the fascist gangs on the French Socialist
deputy, Leon Blum, is arousing great indignation. No fighter in the
labor movement, on whatever flank he stands, to whatever workers
organization he belongs, whatever may be his differences with the
Socialist Party, can pass over this vile deed.

Leon Blum is one of the leading figures of the Peggpleront,
set up by the best part of the French people against the faseist hir
lings of finance capital, which is striving to establish a faseist r
gime inFrance. The attack on Leon Blum is not only a blow against
Leon Blum personally; it is a blow against the entire working class
of France, a blow against the Pedpl€ront, which embraces wide
masses of the working people in the fight against fascismamgr
the capitalist offensive.

It is not the first time that we raise our voice in defenseosf S
cialist leaders who have fallen victims to fascist reaction. It is not so
long since we Communists fought for the release of Largo @aball
ro from his prison irSpain with the same determination with which
we have defended and are now defending our friend and fellow
Communist, Comrade Thaelmann. Likewise we considered it our
duty to come forward in defense of the So€leimocratic workers
and their organizations Austria, Germany and everywhere that
they have been subjected to attacks from the fascists. And when in
Spain thousands of Socialist workers together with their Communist
brethren were subjected to a bestial extermination in the Asturias,
we did not heigate for a single moment to stretch out our hand to
the Socialist International and to propose joint action in defense of
the heroic Spanish fighters.

The terrorist attack on Leon Blum in France, where fascism has
only just begun its surreptitious movesvards power, shows cida
what all French workers, including the Sodl@mocratic wdkers,
have to expect on the morrow, were fascism to win. Every day reports
arrive of arrests, torture, murder, beatings, execution offastists
and especially of @nmunists in Germany, Hungary, Japan, Poland,
Italy and the Balkan States. In these countries things have come to
such a pass that any Communist, any Left fighter of the laboe-mov
ment can be secretly murdered and his corpse thrown into the street;
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that ary provocation, like that of setting fire to the Reichstag, can be
framed; that any trade union official can, with the aid of a venal press,
be branded as a terrorist and conspirator; that anybody serving the
cause of the working class can be accused aht® horrible crimes

and be thrown into prison or concentration camp.

The fascist potentates condemn the masses of the people to
hunger, poverty and ruin. While employing a system of the most
refined and mocking cruelty in their respective acts agammst t
foremost fighters from the toiling masses, they have the effrontery
to declare any discontent called forth by the hard conditions of the
masses, any movement of the people resulting from the unbearable
fascist regime, to be the work of tlilsand of Mosowo and the
consequences of Bolshevigipenetrating from abroaal.

To remain silent in face of this bloody orgy of fascisras is
the case in the ranks of the Socialist International on the argument
that it is primarily Communists who are being beaten extdrm-
nated, that here and there So@&mocratic Parties still enjoy
comparative legality in countries where the Communist Parties have
been driven underground, such as Poland, Hungary and Finhland
this means in fact to encourage the executionerh@ftorking
class.

Now, for every man of sound and honest mind it is clear that
what is meted out today to the Communist fighters of the labor
movement, tomorrow will be done to both the SoeEiamocratic
workers and to the entire labor movement by therididal fascist
gangs, if the working class does not repel fascism in time by united
organized mass action and deal it a crushing blow. The experience
of the labor movement in Italy, Germany and Austria on this speaks
eloquently enough.

And thefirst lessm that the workers not only of France but also
of all capitalist countries will draw from the terrorist attack on Leon
Blum is the following: the parties and organizations of thenCo
munist and Socialist Internationals must unite their forces asispeed
ly aspossible on a national and international scale for a madst stu
born, systematic struggle against fascism, against the terrorist
gangs, yesterday the assassins of Minister Barthou, today tree kidn
pers of antfascists on the territory of foreign powers; tgeday the
assailants of Blum, today the accusers of Kisch, fighter of the Hu
garian labor movement, as a spy of a foreign power; yesterday the
murderers of the Italian Communist, Sozzi, today the butchers of
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the peaceful Ethiopian population by aerial lbamdment; who y&
terday seized hold of Manchuria, and today of Northern Chiwa, pr
paring to attack the Mongolian PeofgeRepublic and insolently
provoking the great land of Soviets on its Eastern borders.

In the struggle against this fascist plague whicbnaces the
working class, all working people, the whole of mankind, thase a
tive in the labor movement cannot but address the question to all
honest people considering themselves to be democrats, supporters
of liberty and peace, as to where they stand®etéer with those
who have made methods of individual terror their chief weapon of
struggle, who now roam various parts of the globe armed with
bomb and revolver, with the lighted torch of war or with those
fighters of the labor movement who, defending thghts of the
masses, fighting for their open organization, strive by organized
mass action to bar the way to fascist barbarism and war? Whether
with those who trample human culture under foot, who burn the
works of human genius in bonfires, who rule witle aid of the
dictatorship of a terrorist garigor with the new civilization coming
into being in the land of victorious Socialism, with the new proleta
ian democracy, the real muttational peoplés democracy that is
being realized in the Soviet Unidn

Only a wide antfascist front that unites the efforts of the mte
national working class will win the sympathy and active support of
all working people, will prove to be a sufficiently effective means
of putting a straightjacket on the gangs of fasdsiators. And the
sooner this international united working class action is achieved, the
less difficult, the less agonizing and the less drawn out will be the
struggle of the masses of the people against fascism. Every day of
delay places an awful reshbility on those who reject this unity.
The German working class is paying with its blood to this day for
the capitulatory policy of German Soelaémocracy.

The attack on Blum is a warning primarily to those who now
continue to apply the same capitulstgolicy as German Social
Democracy. The attack on Leon Blum shows how wrong are those
leading figures of the Socialist International who on the basis of the
first successes of the Pedjslé=ront in France and in face of the
growing difficulties of fascis, are lulling the masses with the-n
tion that the fascist danger is on the decline. It shows how prbfoun
ly correct are the Communists when they unceasingly summon the
masses to unremitting vigilance towards the fascist danger and to
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united action so a®tcarry through to the end the struggle against
fascism.

It would be a fatal error to consider, after the adoption by the
French Chamber of decrees against the fascist leagues, tha-the fa
cist danger in France has been overcome. And if the fascig-mov
ment is undergoing difficulties in France under the pressure of the
mass struggle, if its mass basis is really beginning to slip away, this
by no means implies that the French fascists have decided to lay
down their arms. No, exactly the contrary is true: ore violently
will they rage, the more frequently will they resort to acts of-ind
vidual terror, the more desperately will they organize plots &nd a
tempt to prepare fascisbups détat. Decrees in themselves are not
yet a guarantee against fascismt ff® Weimar Republic in its day
also adoptedidecrees against the open activity of the fascists. But
this in no way prevented the German fascists from arming-the
selves further and seizing power. The real guarantee against fascism
is the action of the nsges themselves, keeping a proper check upon
the disarming of the fascist gangs and their real disbandment. Only
by a united struggle, carried on step by step, day by day, only by
tirelessly extending the arfaiscist movement of the masses and
thoroughlystrengthening the PeoggeFront on the basis of organs
elected by the masses in the enterprises, will the working people in
town and country cut the claws of the fascist beast and carry the
struggle against fascism to a victorious conclusion. Such isethe
cond lessorwhich the working class will draw from the attack on
Leon Blum.

And these lessons the working class will firmly master. They
will well remember that it is their duty to defend every working
class fighter, every supporter of the Pe&plEron, to defend the
entire labor movement, its organizations, its press, etc., against the
criminal hands of the fascists. There is nothing surprising in the fact
that those who fight against Communism and not against fascism,
against the U.S.S.R., and notatst the fascist regime, who kindle
the flames of war and do not defend the cause of peace, do not fall
under the blows of fascist reaction. More than this, Doriot, rihe i
sidious fascist agent who daily slanders the Communist Party and
the Communist Interational, is lauded to the skies by the fascist
press. Trotsky, purveyor of ideological material for war against the
Land of the Soviets, wrecker of the labor movement, is made one of
the chief contributors of the American fascist Hearst pcesshine.
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The fascists sing the praises of the opponents of the united front
among the leading figures of the Socialist International, for these
people assist not the working class, not the masses, but the worst
enemies of the people. But all the more justified istbeking class

in undertaking the defense of those fighting in the ranks of tbe Pe
pleds Front, of those helping its cause.

Let the bonds between those associating in the united fesnt b
come still stronger and closer, let the Communist and Social
Democratt workers feel themselves drawn still closer together in
their joint struggle against the common enemy, since the most i
portant task of the proletariat is in the shortest possible time to
achieve complete victory over fascism. The defenders of the pos
tion of the Peopl@s Front are not to be scared by the fascist terro
ists. The just cause of the Pedpl&ront must and shall be vidtor
ous.

P. S. These lines had already been written when a telegraphic
report was received of the huge, unparalleledfastist demonsé#-
tion now taking place of the working people of the French capital.
This crushing reply to the fascist gangs is the guarantee that-the a
ti-fascist Peopl@ Front, basing itself on the united action, thé- sol
darity, revolutionary energy andsdipline of the French proletariat
will in the near future really carry the struggle against fascism to a
victorious conclusion.

February 161936.
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IX
The United Front Against the War-Mongers

The international solidarity of the proletariat, if enetigally
put into effect, is gowerful factor.We can never forget that the
active solidarity displayed in deeds by the international proletariat at
critical moments in the existence of the Soviet Uriidhe first po-
letarian state in the world and tregtierland of all working peopie
during the military intervention, the civil war and famine, conside
ably helped our heroic Russian brothers to smash the ceunter
revolution, to drive out the brazen interventionists, to ease the pos
tion of those who werstarving and to make possible peacef s
cialist construction.

Thanks to the energetic display of international solidarity, the
workers of various countries have on several occasions been able
successfully to ward off the blows of the enemy. Many thousahd
working class fighters have been saved through international olidar
ty campaigns. The fact that the fascist butchers have not dared, as has
long been their design, to murder the leader of the German workers,
Comrade Thaelmann, whose life is undepparal meace, the fact
that the leader of the Hungarian workers, Comrade Rakosi, has not
been condemned to death, as previously decided by the Hungarian
fascists, and that numerous proletarian revolutiesaand anti
fascists who were doomed to deathéheemained alive all this we
undoubtedly owe to effective international solitlar

The powerful wave of international solidarity on the partref i
dustrial workers, working people generally and progressive iotelle
tuals, regardless of what party or angation they belonged to, was
the force which at the Leipzig trial made it possible to gain a victory
over German fascism, and which not only saved our lives from the
ax of the executioners in the service of the fascist gang ruling in
Germany, but also hdered the fulfillment of Goerirgg foul plan of
physically exterminating, with the aid of a new provocation and
Bartholomevis Eve, the numerous cadres of the German proletariat
in the hands of the fascists, in fascist jails and concentration camps.

If, nevertheless, the international solidarity of the working-pe
ple has not succeeded in displaying all its power and in achieving
still greater successes in the struggle against economic, social, poli
ical and cultural reaction, in the struggle against fasead for the
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interests and rights of the working people, this is mainly due to the
fact that reactionary elements still play a decisive role in theleade
ship of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals, as well as in the
leadership of the majority of th8ocialist Parties and trade union
organizations in the various countries; and they prefer the united
front with their own national bourgeoisie to the united front of the
workers in their own countries and on an international scale neonti
uing systematicayito hinder the consolidation and energetic putting
into effect of international solidarity.

All the proposals of the Communist International and the Red
International of Labor Unions for jointly rendering aid to therSpa
ish revolutionaries, and for a fistruggle against the common-e
emy, have, as is well known, been turned down by these reactionary
SociatDemocratic and trade union leaders, regardless of the fact
that along with the Communist workers the SeEflamocratic
workers and progressive intetituals also suffer and bear incacul
ble sacrifices owing to fascism, political reaction and the capitalist
offensive.

However, never before have the-mund consolidation and-o
ganized putting into effect of proletarian solidarity been 80 essential
as just now when the capitalist offensive against the standard of
living of the working people is growing without a break; whes: fa
cism is already raging in a number of capitalist countries, while in
others it is striving irrepressibly for power; when thstigators of a
new imperialist war, and first and foremost German fascism, are
feverishly arming themselves, preparing a horrible slaughter for
laboring mankind.

May International Solidarity Day in 1936 be yet anotheri-dec
sive step along the path of thérther development and consalid
tion of ever necessary international solidarity, and of the attraction
of new millions of men, women and children from among thekwor
ing people and intellectuals to the cause of international solidarity!
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X

The Struggle for Peace

1

Neversince 1914 has the menace of a world war been so great
as it is now. And never has it been so necessary to mobilizeall for
es to avert this calamity which threatens all mankind. But to do this,
one must first of all realize from whereetlilanger is arising, who
are responsible for it, and against which countries the attack is being
directed.

It would not be correct to think that the war which is appneac
ing threatens the Soviet Union alone or even the Soviet Union in the
first place. Asa matter of fact the occupation of the Rhineland by
Hitler& armies is a direct threat to France, Belgium and otherEur
pean countries. It is also a fact that Hiteimmediate plans of ce
quest are directed toward the seizure of territories in neiglgoorin
countries where there is a German population.

Whereas Hitler talks today about tfiEovereignty of Germary
he will talk tomorrow about thésovereignty of all the Germangs.
Under this slogan he will try to carry out the annexation of Austria,
the destuction of Czechoslovakia as an independent state,ahe o
cupation of Alsacé orraine, Danzig, the southern part of Denmark,
Memel, etc. And this is quite easy to understand. It is much easier
for German fascism to send an army first of all to seize thitotgrr
of neighboring countries under the slogan of fihational unity of
all the Germans,and only later to fight against the powerful land of
the Soviets. German fascism, in strengthening its positions on the
Rhine, also threatens the independenceePiblish people, in spite
of the fact that the present rulers of Poland are its allies.

As far as the Far East is concerned, there can be no doubt that a
directblow is aimed at the Chinese people, although the fasdist mi
itary cliqgue of Japan are prepagifor war against the Soviet Union
and have an agreement with Berlin for this eventuality. Japan has
already occupied Manchuria and is now occupying one province of
China after another. Japanese imperialism is striving by this means
to subject all the pgues of Asia, including India, and to seize the
Philippines and Australia. It is preparing for a decisive encounter
with the United States and Great Britain.
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Hence it is clear that the peoples of the West would commit a
fatal error if they allowed themsads to be lulled by the illusion that
the fascist wamongers in Europe and the Far East do not threaten
them. In particular, the people of the countries neighboring on Ge
many have food for serious thought regarding the defense of their
independence aniberty.

As is well known, the fundamental cause of imperialist wars
lies in capitalism itself, in its predatory efforts. But in the existing
international situation, the instigator of the approaching warsis fa
cism, this mailed fist of the most aggressarad warlike forces of
imperialism.

The war danger has become so immediately threateréng b
cause the road to power was not barred against German fascism at
the proper moment. Having obtained power by means of an internal
war against the mass of the peogpfats own country, fascism has
grown a direct war menace to the countries of the whole world.
Having enslaved its own people, it is advancing with the torch of
war in its hand to attack other peoples.

The war danger has become extremely menacing fduttieer
reason that the fascist aggressor has been allowed to enjoir a pos
tion of impunity. The war preparations of German fascism fthe i
troduction of universal military service, the air and naval aarm
ments) were carried out with the systematic connieafacapitalist
powers and the direct assistance of British ruling circles. The pa
sivity and wavering of the League of Nations in regard to tha-Jap
nese attack on China and the Italian aggression in Ethiopiarencou
aged the impudence of the aggressor.

But the growth in the aggressiveness of German fascism and of
the Japanese military clique is first and foremost the result of the
fact thatthe international proletariat did not succeed in acting
unanimously with all the power of its gigantic forcdsl notrally
around itself all the working people and all the friends of peace into
a mighty front against wai he resistancef the reactionary section
of the leaders of the Labor and Socialist International and the Inte
national Federation of Trade Unionstte united front of struggle
has not yet been broken. But the refusal of these reactionary leaders
(supporting the imperialist policy of their own bourgeoisie) te u
dertake united independent proletarian action against war, lulling
the masses to sleep withe illusion that the League of Nations
would do everything necessary for the maintenance of peace this
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has hindered the struggle of the proletariat against war amd par
lyzed its pressure on the capitalist governments.

In addition to the openly reactioryaleaders who disrupt the
unity of action of the international proletariat in defense of peace
there are alsdéiLeftd phrasemongers who propagate fatalistic views
to the effect that war imevitableand the maintenance of peaoe
possible.Since the fundaental cause of war is capitalism, then,
they say, so long as the latter exists, it is impossible to avoid war,
and it is hopeless and useless to fight for the maintenance of peace.
Such people are caindout doctrinaires, if not simply impostors.
They se everywhere around them the raging forces of war, but they
do not at all notice the mighty factors for peace.

The Soviet Union, the country of the victorious proletariat, with
its consistent and resolute peace policy, is such a factor for peace.
Anotherfactor for peace is the proletariat of the capitalist countries.
These are the leading forces in defending peace against the war
mongers. The mass of the peasants, all working people, and the
mass of the people in all capitalist countries, are also for the
maintenance of peace. A number of capitalist countries at present
are interested in the maintenance of peace. In the countries where
fascism rules, as well as in the countries where the rulers abet the
instigators of a new slaughter, the peoples do nat war.

Phrasemongering doctrinaires, such as those from the British
Independent Labor Party, depict matters as if the question of war
and peace depends only on the capitalist governments. Yes, this
would be the case if the mass of the people were sipglns in
the hands of the governments and didfightt to maintain peace in
spite of their governments. But that is just the point; it is radically
wrong to regard the mass of the people as puppets in the hands of
the government. If these masses, withehiom war could not be
carried on, were to acesolutely and promptlggainst the war plans
of the governments, they could force these governments to renounce
war and the abetting of war plottefihe whole thing is to organize
the struggle of the peopldsr the maintenance of peace in good
time and to carry it on continually and everywhere against the fa
cist warmongers and their backers.

A united peace front is required which would include not only
the working class, the peasants, the intellectuaisogimer working
people, but also the oppressed nations and the peoples of countries
whose independence is threatened by thema@rgers. A peace
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front is required extending to all parts of the world, from Tokyo to
London, from New York to Berlin, acting iooordination against
the warmongers, against German fascism in Europe, against the
Japanese military clique in the Far East. And this peace front will
become powerful and invincible if it organizes practical mass a
tion, not restricting itself to protestresolutions and declarations.

By economic and political measures, the wamgers should
be put absolutely in atate of siegeThey should be cornered in
such a way that they are incapable of carrying out their criminal
plans. The globe should be ewtéd with such a network of organ
zations of the friends of peace, such a mighty movement of &tern
tional solidarity and such effective measures of a united intematio
al policy of the proletariat for the maintenance of peace, asfwill e
fectively tie thedastardly hands of the warongers.

The fascist aggressor must be made to feel most emphatically
that his every step is vigilantly watched by millions of people and
that any attempt to attack other peoples will meet with ther-dete
mined resistance of thgoletariat and working people of the whole
world.

Only the proletariat, uniting its ranks, can be the organizer of
such a peace front, can be its driving force, its backbone. This is
now thecentral taskof the international proletariat as a whole. The
success of the fight against fascism itself also depends oncits su
cessful solution.

2

To wantpeace is not enough. It is necessarfigbt for peace.
It is absolutely inadequate to carry on general propaganda against
war. Propaganda against win geneald does not in the slightest
degree hinder the conspirators sitting in Berlin or Tokyo fronyearr
ing out their dastardly work. They would be quite satisfied if the
working class were to go no further than such general propaganda.

A successful struggle tmaintain peace absolutely requires that
the joint activity of the proletariat and the widest masses of the pe
ple be directed against thlepecific instigators of waand against
those forces inside the country which help them directly or indirec
ly. Fromthis point of view it is extremely important in every ceu
try to work out a definite and correct tactical line in the struggle for
the maintenance of peace, taking into account the situation of the
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Party and the working class movement of the given coamttyalso
its internal and international situation.

In the countries where fascism is in power, the working class,
putting in the forefront of its struggle against the fascist dictatorship
exposure of chauvinist demagogy and war preparations, unites all
forces to avert the catastrophe into which fascism is preparing to
hurl the people. When the proletariat and the masses of the people
of Germany, Italy and other fascist countries fight against the power
of fascism and its military aggression, they are gctiot only for
their own salvation, but in the interests of peace, in the interests of
all peoples, of all mankind.

A particularly important question now in the tactics of the
working class, especially in the countries which are directly m da
ger of an #ack, is the attitude which should be adopted toward the
foreign policy of the government and the defense of the country. To
the working class and all working people it is by no means a matter
of indifference what foreign policy the government carriest@n
ward the fascist enemies of peace; whether this policy helps to
strengthen collective security or to hinder it; whether the gever
ment protects the agents of the fascist aggressor or takes effective
steps against them; how it treats sons of the peopteeimanks of
the army, in what spirit they are trained, what elements the officers
of the army are composed of, whether these are reliable in the fight
against the fascist enemy or whether they are fascist reactionary
elements; how the population is to petected against the horrors
of war, etc.

To adopt an attitude of indifference to the question of #he d
fense of the country, to leave this question without control in the
hands of a bourgeois government, will not in any case assist the
cause of defendg peace. It is no accident that the ruling section of
the bourgeoisie has always looked upon this sphere as its monopoly,
regarding it as a kind dfholy of holiesd This monopoly of the
bourgeoisie must be demolished once and for all.

The proletariat aanot get along without its own independent
policy on these questions. Without on any condition permitting i
self to slip into adopting the position of the bourgeoisie, the Party of
the proletariat must actively interfere in foreign policy and insgue
tions of national defense, advancing its own platform and its own
demands.
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As the supreme supporter of the active defense of its oan pe
ple and country from fascist enslavement, the working class must
closely link up the question of the defense of the counitly the
demands for the extension of the democratic rights of the workers
and peasants and the defense of their vital interests, taking as its
starting point the fact that only the democratization of the regime,
the democratization of the army, its cleagsirom fascist and other
reactionary elements, and the satisfaction of the urgent demands of
the workers and peasants, can strengthen the defensive capacity of
the people against a fascist attack. In every concrete situation, the
representatives of the wking class will support such proposals and
will seek to secure the carrying out of such measures as open up the
greatest possibility for bringing to bear on the widest scale ttse pre
sure of the masses of the people upon the foreign policy of the go
ernmen, as well as for their effective control over the activity of the
government in questions of national defense. They will also support
all those measures which hinder the capitulation of the bourgeois
governments to the fascist aggressor and the betrayak ance-
pendence and liberty of the people by these governments.

In case of a direct threat of war by a fascist aggressor, the
Communists emphasizing that only the proletarian power is able to
ensure the reliable defense of the country and its indepeagas is
plainly shown by the example of the Soviet Uniomvill seek to
bring about the formation of Beoplés Front governmentSuch a
government, taking determined steps against fascism and the rea
tionary elements in the country, against the agents backers of
the enemies of peace, and ensuring the control of the organized
masses over the defense of the country, will assist in raisingithe ¢
pacity of the people for defense against a fascist aggressor.

Since today the power is in the hands of beois governments
which are no guarantee for the genuine defense of the country and
which use the armed forces of the state against the working people,
the party of the working class cannot take any political respénsibi
ity for the defensive measure of fgegovernments, and therefore
opposes the war policy of the government and the military budget as
a whole. This does not exclude abstention from voting in particular
cases, giving the reason for doing so, on those various measures of a
defensive charactexhich are necessary to hinder the attack of a
fascist aggressoe(g, the fortification of frontiers), of voting and
speaking for measures dictated by the interests of the defense of the
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population against the horrors of war (gas shelters, gas masks, Red
Cross work, etc.)

The time has gone by when the working class did not partic
pateindependently and activelg deciding such vital questions as
war and peace. The difference between Communists and reformists,
between revolutionary and reactionary leadsrthe working class
movement, is not at all that the latter participate in deciding these
guestions while we revolutionaries remain aldtd! The difference
is that on these questions, as on other questions, reformists defend
the interests of the capiitgts, while revolutionaries defend the- i
terests of working people, the interests of the people as a whole.

These flexible Bolshevik tactics, which are the application of
the general tactical line of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International toa specific question, arise of necessity from the
whole presentlay international situation, particularly from the- e
istence of definite fascist aggressors.

It is really ridiculous wherfiLeftd phrasemongers of various
kinds oppose these tactics, adopting pose of irreconcilable rev
lutionaries. If we are to believe them, all governments are sggre
sors. They even quote Lenin, who, during the imperialist war of
191418, correctly rejected the argument of the social chauvinists
that fiwe were attacked andeware defending ourselvesBut the
world at that time was divided into two militaimperialist coalt
tions which were equally striving to establish their world hemem
ny, and which had equally prepared and provoked the imperialist
war. At that time there are neither countries where the proletariat
had conquered nor countries with a fascist dictatorship.

But now the situation is different. Now we have: (1) a proletar
an state which is the greatest bulwark of peace; (2) definite fascist
aggressors; (3) a mber of countries which are in direct danger of
attack by fascist aggressors and in danger of losing their state and
national independence; (4) other capitalist governments which are
interested at the present moment in the maintenance of peace. It is,
therefore, completely wrong now to depigll countries as aggse
sors. Only people who are trying to conceal the real aggressors
could so distort the facts.

3

The peace which exists at present is a bad peace. But in any
case this bad peace is better than wWaid every consistent gu
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porter of peace will understand at once the need to support all
measures which assist in maintaining it, including the measures of
the League of Nations, particularly sanctions. Sanctions can be
made into an effective means agamstaggressor.

If the sanctions undertaken by the League of Nations did not
prevent Italy continuing the war against Ethiopia, this is notran a
gument against sanctions but against the powers which frustrated
their application.

And if German fascism toglas throwing out a challenge to the
peoples of the whole world, this is precisely because it reckons on
freedom from punishment, because sanctions were not appliad to J
pan, because the sanctions against Italy were frustrated by thé capita
ist states, bewse, finally, when Hitler sent his troops to the frontiers
of France and Belgium he was convinced in advance that sanctions
against him would be frustrated by the British bouigjeo

It is said that the application of sanctions increases the war da
gerand will lead to war. This is not true. It is just the opposite, the
impunity of the aggressadncreases the danger of war. The more
resolutely sanctions of an economic and financial charactempare a
plied to a fascist aggressor (complete refusal of creslitgping
commerce and the supply of raw material), the less will German
fascism be inclined to begin a war, because the greater will be the
risk to it.

The League of Nations must be ruthlessly criticized forrits i
resoluteness, passivity, inconsisten€iie working class wages an
irreconcilable struggle against the governments of those imperialist
countries, members of the League of Nations, which help ghe a
gressor for the sake of their own selfish interests, disrupt measures
for preserving peace andcséice the interests of small nations to
the interests of the big imperialist powers. But it does not follow
that we should in general take up a negative position toward the
League of Nations. What interest has the proletariat in playing into
the hands ofhe warmongers, all of whom are at present against the
League of Nations? The League of Nations has been deserted by the
chief instigators of war, Germany and Japan. The League of Nations
includes the Soviet Union, which throws all its international ¥veig
into the scales on the side of peace and collective security. In the
League of Nations there are also other states that do not want to
give the fascist aggressors an opportunity to attack other peoples.
Those who cannot distinguish between the Leagidatibns in the
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past and the League of Nations at present, those who cannot vary
their approach to the different members of the League of Nations,
those who refuse to bring mass pressure to bear on the League of
Nations and the various capitalist governiseio secure the agde

tion of measures to maintain peace, such people are windbags and
not revolutionaries or proletarian politicians.

The working class must support those measures of the League
of Nations and various states which are really directed tbwer
maintenance of peace (nraggression pacts, pacts of mutual aid
against the aggressor, pacts of collective security, financial aad ec
nomic sanctions). And not only must it support these measures, but
by a mighty mass antvar movement it must forcne League of
Nations and the governments of the various capitalist states to take
serious steps in defense of peace.

It is not true that the policy of constantly yielding to the d
mands of the fascist wamnongers by the League of Nations and by
various ountries (Great Britain, France, Belgium, etc.) can help to
maintain peace. The workers have not forgotten that previously in
the internal policy of Germany, it was precisely the concessions and
capitulation to attacking fascism which paved the |&tevay to
power. In the international arena, a similar capitulatory policy frees
the hands of militant fascism for attack.

It is also not true that the cause of peace will gain from attemp
ing at the present moment to raise the question of a redistribution of
the sources of raw material, colonies and mandated territories, as
the reactionary Socidbemocratic leaders are doing. In reality this
is done with the aim of distracting the attention of the masses from a
concrete struggle against the waongers. On thether hand, such
proposals conceal the desire to give colonies to German fascism,
which is bound to strengthen still more the military position of
German fascism. It is not the business of the proletariat to advocate
any particular division of colonies dnmmandates among the imper
alists. Its task is to support the struggle of the colonial peoples for
their interests and their rights and for their final liberation from the
imperialist yoke.

4

While demanding effective measures from the Leagueaf N
tions and the bourgeois governments against the aggressiveness of
the fascist firebrands, the proletariat must not overlook foroa m
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ment that thechief fundamental and decisive thirig the maing-
nance of peace is tliedependent action of the masses in defefise
peace against the actual war incendiaries.

There cannot be the slightest doubt that if the international pr
letariat, with its mass organizations, especially the trade unions, had
acted in unison and by strikes and other measures had prevented a
single ship or a single train going to or from lItaly, ltalian fascism
would long since have been forced to stop its war of plunder against
the Ethiopian people.

But the formation of a really wide PeofdeFront for peace,
strong enough to carry on such a sttegggainst military fascism,
is possible only if there existaity of action of the proletariat itself.

It was precisely the establishment of the unity of action of th&-wor
ing class which made it possible for the French and Spanisé prol
tariat to build p a mighty antfascist Peopl@& Front.

Torn by internal contradictions, the London conference of the
Labor and Socialist International and the International Federation of
Trade Unions, under the pressure of the reactionary wing, evaded
the question of th necessity for immediately bringing about unity
of action of the proletariat on a national and international scale. This
conference did not call upon the working masses for independent
action, but limited itself to an appeal to rely wholly on the League
of Nations. It did not take a stand in defense of the Chinese people,
who are being attacked by Japan. It did not condemn in the slightest
degree those labor leaders and SePminocratic leaders whoed
fend the aggressive policy of German fascism, maskiig iy
phrases about th@naintenance of peace.

But, simultaneously, a movement for the united front of the
working class is rapidly developing of late in the ranks of the Labor
and Socialist International and the International Federation of Trade
Unions The basic interests of the whole international proletariat
require that these forces gain the upper hand and overcome- the r
sistance of the opponents to the united front.

The fact that fascism, taking advantage of the discord in the
paties and organizens of the working class in various countries,
has gone over to a military offensive, insistently demansisngle
international policy of the working class for the purpose ofrmai
taining peace.

To sum up, this single international policy of the pralatecan
be brought about on the following basis:
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1. The restoration and strengthening of real internationaé-prol
tarian solidarity to defend the interests of the widest masses of
working people; the Sociidemocratic Parties must make a idec
sive break wh the imperialist interests of their bourgeoisie.

2. Every possible support for the peace policy of the Soviet U
ion, the proletarian state that stands unswervingly in defense of
peace among peoples. And this presupposes in the first plaee a d
termined suggle by the working class parties against the counter
revolutionary attempts to depict the foreign policy of the Soviet
Union as identical with the policy of the imperialist states and to
represent the Red Army, that bulwark of peace, as being theassame
the armies of imperialist states attempts which play into the hands
of the fascist wamongers.

3. The blow against the fascist aggressor must be directed with
definite purpose and with concentrated force at every moment; the
attitude taken toward thaggressor must be different from that
taken toward the victims of his attack; any attempt to gloss over the
difference between fascist and H@scist countries must be
exposed.

4. An independent struggle by the proletariat for the raaint
nance of peacendependent of the capitalist governments and the
League of Nations, making it impossible for the working class
movement to be subordinated to the behhmiscenes designs of
the imperialist governments in the League of Nations.

Under present conditionthe fight to maintain peace is a fight
againstfascism and this fight is in essencevolutionary.

The maintenance of peace is a deadly danger for fascesm, b
cause, by increasing its internal difficulties, it leads to the mnde
mining of the fascist dictarship of the bourgeoisie. The maint
nance of peace helps the growth of the forces of the proletariat, the
forces of revolution, helps to heal the split in the ranks of thé&-wor
ing class movement. It helps the proletariat to become the leading
class in tle struggle of all working people against capitalism.nk u
dermines the foundations of the capitalist system and hastens the
victory of socialism.

fiwar may break out unexpectedly. Wars are not declared no
adays. They just stadt(Stalin) But this demand8grst and foremost
that Communists have a clear understanding of the extentaand n
ture of the war danger and the ways and means of overcoming it.
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A decisive step at present toward establishment of unitg-of a
tion of the international proletariat agairtee warmongers is for
the Communist Parties of each separate country to develop in all
fields of social and political life the most active, persistent and e
tensive campaign for the maintenance of peace. The Communists
will carry on this campaign, not pip®ning it until pacts for joint
activity have been signed with the leaders of the Samahocratic
Parties, but they will unfailingly carry it on from the point of view
of the struggle for the establishment of unity of action between the
Communist Partyand the SociaDemocratic Party. Communists
will exert every effort to overcome the resistance of the reactionary
SociatDemocratic leaders to the united front and to strengthen in
every way the bonds of joint struggle against the common enemy
between th€ommunist and Socidbemocratic workers.

Such a campaign, helping to draw the Communist and Social
Democratic workers closer together, will help to activize and rally
all the forces of the proletariat, not only on a national but om-an i
ternational scaleThis will greatly assist setting into motion other
strata of the working people of town and country, the masses of the
petty bourgeoisie, peasants and intellectuals, all friends of peace.
All this will hasten the formation of an invincible front of strigyg
of the international proletariat, of all toiling people, of all peoples,
for the maintenance of peace.

The struggle for peace is a struggle against fasca&struggle
against capitalisma struggle for the victory of socialism thrdug
out the world!

May 1, 1936.
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Xl
The Second International and the Trial of the Terrorists

It is impossible without a feeling of deep indignation to read the
telegram about the trial of the terrorist Trotskipoviev center, sent
in such haste to the Soviet governmbntthe official represeat
tives of the Labor and Socialist International and the International
Federation of Trade Unions, signed by de Brouckere, Adler, Citrine
and Schevenels.

Did these reactionary leaders act with the same alacrity when
the Communist riternational proposed to the Labor and Socialist
International that joint assistance be given to the Asturian miners
when they were fighting, with weapons in hand, in October 1934?
Did they hasten to reply to the repeated appeals for joint action
made bythe Communist International for the protection of the-Eth
opian people when it was attacked by Italian fascism? Not at all.
One recalls that they stated at that time that they were notecomp
tent to enter into negotiations on this question, and that it a&s n
essary to wait for a session of the Executive of the Labor and S
cialist International. But at that time it was a question of a really just
and honest matter, the defense of the vital interests not only of the
Spanish but of the international proletgretd of the fight against a
most unjust, disgraceful war of conquest.

But now they show themselves fully competent, on their own
accounti without consulting their organizatioristo take under
their protection the accused terrorists who had raised dhigimal
hands against the leader of the Soviet power.

It has always been so. When the proletarian court in the Soviet
Union wielded its avenging sword against saboteurs who scattered
glass splinters in the workérod, poisoned collective farm cattle
and spoilt machines, or against spies and military saboteurs, agents
of fascism who destroyed railway tracks, and caused explosions,
such reactionary leaders as Citrine and Adler invariably came fo
ward to protect and intercede for this couremlutionay gang of
ruffians. And it often happened that when the apparatus of the pr
letarian dictatorship caught agents of foreign fascism in the act of
preparing attacks on the leaders of the land of socialism, theasymp
thy of the reactionary leaders of the Lalbad Socialist Internatio
al and the International Federation of Trade Unions was not on the
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side of the workers and collective farmers of the Soviet Union, but
on the side of their bitterest enemies.

The leaders of the Labor and Socialist Internatiseat no te
egram of sympathy, whether to the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union or to the Soviet government, when Comrade Kirov, one of
the best sons of the people, selfless fighter for the cause of the libe
ation of the international working class, wasacherously mu
dered. On the contrary, at that time also, they hastened to take under
their wing those against whom the pedplarath was directed. It is
all the more scandalous that, just at this time, when around the her
ically fighting Spanish peopla real, international united front of
struggle is being created against the rebel generals, and against
German and ltalian fascism, for the protection of the republic and of
democracy, Citrine and Co. come forward with their hostile ademo
stration againstie land of socialism, the most solid and unshakable
bulwark of the liberties of the people.

What can these advocates of Trotsky, Zinoviev and Kamenev
say, in view of the irrefutable facts?

Has it not been proved that Trotsky, whom reactionary Socialist
leaders made a great song about at one time, is the organiaer of i
dividual terrorism in the Soviet Union? It has been proved.

Has it not been proved that his accomplices, Zinoviev, é&am
nev and others, prepared terroristic attempts in the course afi-a nu
ber of years on Comrade Stalin, the greatest leader and organizer of
triumph of socialism, and against his best companions in the fight,
leaders of the Party and the Soviet power? It has been proved.

Has it not been proved that this terrorist gang murdignexi?

It has been proved.

Has it not been proved that these despicable terrorists worked in
league with theGestapo that is, with the secret police of German
fascism, the most savage enemy of the working class, the bestial
persecutor and torturer of Camnist, Socialist and neparty
workers? It has been proved.

Has it not been proved that the coummrolutionary terrorists,
in their foul underground existence, cultivated the habits asd cu
toms of the fascist executioners who set the Reichstag orafice
later destroyed persons who took part in that outrage? It has been
proved.

All this was proved in an open session of the Soviet court, in
the presence of representatives of the international press. It msas co
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firmed by the categorical admissions bétdefendants themselves.
Driven into a corner by the facts and the irrefutable evidence, they
fully admitted having committed the crimes with which they were
charged and did not deny their political and organizational @enne
tion with fascism. Is it not &ct that in their last speeches the a
cused, one after the other, admitted the heinousness of their crimes
against the working class?

But Citrine, Adler and the others come forward in their defense!
Ridiculous and pitiable are the statements of thesgetsaabout
granting the accused their due rights. They were given everi poss
bility of saying whatever they liked. They were given the right to
choose their defending counsel, to call witnesses, to demand-exam
nation of the evidence, etc. But they renouhite right of choosing
defending counsel, to call any witnesses and to deliver speeches in
their defense, for the chain of their crimes was too obviousrand i
disputably proved. Their crimes were proved before the whole
world in public trial by documentgacts, material evidence.

The criminal conspirators were caught-texhded, weapons in
hand, with passports in their possession obtained from the agents of
the Hitler Gestapo, with explosives. The court was given dogume
tary proof of the personal leadeistof the terrorists by Trotsky,
who had sent them to the Soviet Union to murder Stalin andto o
ganize terroristic acts against the leaders of the socialist state.
Overwhelming proof of the guilt of the Trotsldmoviev terrorists
was produced at an opéial.

It was clearly proved that Trotsky, Zinoviev and their gang
stood on the other side of the barricades, in the same camp as those
who are fighting against the Spanish people, sending airplanes,
weapons and munitions to the rebel generals, and icgroyi con-
ter-revolutionary intervention in Spain.

Citrine and the rest are trying to justify their intervention en b
half of the terrorist$ the enemies of the Soviet poweby pointing
to the necessity of maintaining proletarian solidarity with the
fighting working class in Spain. They try to create the impression
that the trial of the counteevolutionary terrorists in the Soviet
Union endangers the fulfillment of this proletarian solidarity with
the Spanish people. But that is an obvious lie.

The tial of the terrorists, agents of fascism, is an integral part
of the antifascist struggle of the international working class. True
solidarity with the Spanish people is hot compatible with the prote
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tion of the agents of fascism in other countries. Carot sinces-

ly support the Spanish people, which is fighting against fascism,

and at the same time play the part of protector of the terrorist rabble
in the Soviet Union which is helping fascism. Whoever supports

counterrevolutionary terrorists in the 8.S.R., directly or indirde

ly, is, at bottom, serving the ends of Spanish fascism, disrupting the
fight of the Spanish people and facilitating the ldtteiefeat.

This action of the leaders of the Labor and Socialist latern
tional and of the Internati@h Federation of Trade Unions tends to
undermine the solidarity of the international proletariat with the
proletariat of the Soviet Union. It is a blow at the movement toward
unity of the working class of the world. It is directed toward shatte
ing the unted front of the working people against fascism in Spain,
France and other countries. This action of Citrine and the others is a
direct blow against the heroic fight of the Spanish people, for if the
Spanish people were to follow the foul advice whichréeetionary
Socialist leaders permit themselves to offer to the peoples of the
Soviet Union, the Spanish Republic would be doomed to defeat.

It is just because the countevolutionary generals too long
went unpunished that the Spanish people is havingdake such
sacrificesi because measures were not taken in good time against
the fascists, who were secretly preparing a conspiracy against the
people.

There is no reason to doubt that Hitler and Mussolini, Generals
Franco and Mola, the fascists of Frarand other countries, all sworn
enemies of the unity of the working class and the Pé&pient, all
enemies of democracy, of socialism and of the Sovigort) will
welcome this scandalous act, for the step taken by Citrine and Adler
tends to deepen theplit in the ranks of the world working class
movement and plays into the hands of internationaticea

It would be wrong to put the responsibility for this action on alll
the parties and organizations which belong to the Labor andiSbcia
Internatioal and to the International Federation of Tradehks.

They certainly did not empower Citrine and Schevenels, de
Brouckere and Adler to come forward in defense of Trotskyp-Zin
viev and Kamenev, who organized terrorist acts against the leaders
of the grat Soviet country. They did not empower these leaders to
take the accused, the allies of German fascism and the Gestapo
agents, under their protection. They did not instruct them to make
use of the trial of the terrorist gang for a new slander campaign
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aganst the Soviet Union and for a rupture of the united front against
fascism.

It is the bounden duty of the millions of supporters of unity in
the ranks of the Labor and Socialist International and of the
I.LF.T.U., in connection with the disgraceful intention of Citrine
and the others, to administer a rebuff to the saboteurs of the united
front. It is high time to put an end to their coming forward in the
name of the workeé@sorganizations to the detriment of the united
struggle against the common enemy.

The example of the accused degenerates plainly revealgto ev
rybody how renegades, douldealers, who, like Trotsky, make
play with radical phrases, act as wreckers in the ranks of the labor
movement and carry out the villainous work of fascism. Noweve
the most shossighted people can see for what purpose Trotsky
needed the formation of a Fourth International, and whom this dirty
crowd of crazed, pettpourgeois individualists, setfentered a-
reerists, agents of the Gestapo and of the secret pdlicther
countries are serving.

To be able to display keen class vigilance at every step, to learn
how to expose concealed enemies, to know how to expose double
dealers and agents of the class enemy and to remove them ruthlessly
and in good time from theanks of the proletarian organizatioins
this is one of the most important lessons of the trial for the wdrkers
movement in all countries.

We do not doubt that all organizations of the working class will
administer a welmerited rebuff to the anBoviet efforts of the
Citrines; that they will strengthen and develop the united front
movement and rally millions of working people around the just,
national war of the Spanish people against the rebel generals, who
are supported by the Italian and German fsgthat they will rally
the working class against fascism and its contemptible accomplices,
the Trotskyist plotters.

October 1936.
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X1l
The Fifteenth Anniversary of the Communist Party of China

During the fifteen years of its existence, the CommuRarty
of China has grown into a powerful revolutionary Party, steeled in
the fire of the Chinese revolution. One of the best sections of the
Comintern, it has succeeded in establishing Soviet districts and
building the armed forces of the revolutibrthe Red Army, which
is displaying miracles of heroism, and which the seven campaigns
of the enemy have not succeeded in breaking.

The Communist Party of China achieved these successgs in e
ceptionally difficult circumstances. It is distinguished from the
Communist Parties in other countries by a double task that ltas fal
en to its lotyviz, that of acting as the ruling party in the Sovies-di
tricts, in a situation of uninterrupted armed struggle againsinthe i
ternal enemies of the Chinese people, and atdinge time in the
remaining parts of China having, under illegal conditions, torerga
ize the masses and lead their struggle against the ruling militarist
regime. Thregjuarters of the members of the Party have been under
arms for a number of years and héen at the front all the time.
Tens of thousands of the best sons of the Chinese people, and first
and foremost Communists and Young Communists, have fallen in
the struggle for the great cause of its liberation. A very large- nu
ber of Chinese Communidtgve been thrown into jails by the cea
tionary generals.

If, in spite of these difficult conditions and great sacrifices, the
Communist Party of China has grown into a powerful political force,
this is due to the fact that it has deempted connectionwith the
Chinese people, that it untiringly defends their interests, armed with
the revolutionary theory of MasEngelsLenin-Stalin, that it protects
their unity as the apple of its eye, that it does not fear to reveal its own
mistakes in Bolshevik fagbm, that it learns from these mistakes and
opportunely corrects them, and that it does not allow alien elements to
make their way into its ranks, sweeping away all kinds of capitulators
and those who support the claseren.

But as a real Bolshevik Partthe Communist Party of China
realizes that, however great the successes it has achieved, they are
only the first serious steps on the road to the liberation of tie Ch
nese people. And now it is making every effort to solve its most
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important historic taslat the present stage, that of becoming the
pioneer in establishing a united national front against the Japanese
plunderers, and of uniting the now divided forces of the Chinese
people for saving China from dismemberment and enslavement.

The efforts of te Communist Party directed toward ending
the civil war in the country and establishing collaboration with the
Kuomintang and all other political groupings and armed forces of
China in the organization of resistance to the Japanese marauders
have the symgthy, endorsement and support of the friends of the
Chinese people throughout the world. The declaration of time-Co
munist Party in favor of a united dllhina democratic republic, as
the best means in the present circumstances of uniting all the forces
of the Chinese people against their worst enemy, the Japasese fa
cist military clique, testifies to the fact that the Communist Party is
taking account of the actual situation, and is soberly outlining the
tasks that correspond to the present stage of theatibn struggle
in China.

The firmness and consistency of this line for the unification of
all the forces of the Chinese people, the line pursued by thre Co
munist Party, are also proved by the fact that the Party, with a view
to facilitating the establisment of a united national front, is iotr
ducing the necessary alterations into its policy in the Soveet di
tricts, while at the same time continuing to strengthen the Soviets as
the on]y center of democracy in the country at the present time, and
as the eliable support of the struggle of the Chinese people against
the Japanese imperialists.

Tremendous difficulties face the Chinese Communist Party.
The struggle against heavily armed Japanese imperiélsrmorafty
enemy which is cleverly dispersing thedes of China and using
every internal struggle there for its own robber ehdsquires te-
mendous efforts by the whole Chinese people, and first aed for
most by the Communist Party.

The Communist Party has to expose the machinations of the
Japanese procateurs, to expose the dense network of Japanese
intrigues to the whole of the Chinese people, and to isolate the
agents of imperialism from the honest Chinese patriots, who
sincerely desire to protect the independence and liberty of their
native land.

The Party, basing itself on the will of the masses, has the task of
carrying on a systematic struggle to establish a united national front
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with the Kuomintang. This is no light task, for many of the leaders
of the Kuomintang, and many of its military mendapolitical
workers, blinded with hatred of the Communists, give way ta-Jap
nese provocation, and instead of organizing resistance to the usur
er, jointly with the Communist Party and Red Army, are wiping out
the armed forces of China in a criminal war iagathe Red Army,

and in internal conflicts among the generals. The Communist Party
has the task of mobilizing the public opinion of China, and ofrsecu
ing that all real Chinese patriots give up this policy, which is-rui
ous for the national interests Ghina.

The Party has the task of still further strengthening its asnne
tions with the masses of workers and peasants, with all toilers, with
the working intellectuals, by coming forward as the consistent d
fender of their elementary rights and urgentriegés, and by mab
lizing them for the struggle under the slogé@lear the Japanese
usurpers out of China.

The Party has the task of unceasingly strengthening the Red
Army and raising its fighting power, for the stronger the Red Army
the quicker will aunited Chinese National Army be set up, and the
more successfully will the Chinese people be able to carry on the
struggle against the offensive of the Japanese military clique, which
is armed with the most advanced technique.

But there are also interndlfficulties in the path of the Go-
munist Party of China. It has to overcome the resistance of sectarian
elements, who do not understand that in the present conditions the
only way to secure the liberation of the Chinese people is bly-esta
lishing a unitedchational front against the Japanese violators. It also
has to carry on a struggle against the opportunist capitulators who
are ready to sacrifice the political and organizational independence
of the Party and the Red Army, and to dissolve them in othen-org
izations and armies. The Communist Party of China, while loyally
and honestly fulfilling its obligations according to the agreement
undertaken by it regarding the struggle against the usurper, does not
intend to take either the path of blind faith indtkes, or the path of
capitulation.

The Chinese Bolsheviks perfectly well understand that the basic
condition for overcoming these difficulties is to strengthen the Party
itself, its unity and iron discipline, all the more so since the enemies
of the Paty are, in the present situation, increasing their efforts te
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fold so as to penetrate into the Party, to do it harm and to hinder the
cause of the liberation of the Chinese people.

There can be no doubt that the Communist Party, which during
fifteen yeas has proved its loyalty to the masses of the people of
China, and its ability to fight for the interests and liberation of the
people, will overcome all difficulties and obstacles in its path and
will bring into being the united national front of the Cése people
against the Japanese fascist military clique.

The international proletariat is following the events in China
with unflagging interest. It has repeatedly demonstrated its selidar
ty with the fighting Chinese people and the Communist Party of
China. But at the moment when the direct menace of comptete e
slavement hangs over China, these usual manifestations of solidarity
are insufficient. What is needed is to surround the Chinese people,
who are fighting for their liberty, with live sympathy aralé¢, and
with real moral and political support. It is necessary that energetic
measures be taken to influence public opinion and the governments,
first and foremost in England, France and the U.S.A., and to secure
that all direct and indirect support ofetlhobber plans and deeds of
the Japanese fascist military clique is really abandoned. We must
unceasingly brand as a foul plot against peace, culture and demo
racyi the alliance between German fascism and the Japanese mil
tary clique, directed toward éhdismemberment and enslavement of
China and toward unloosing a new imperialist world war.

Let the celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of thenCo
munist Party of China become a real impulse for mobilizing the
forces of the entire international prolé#d to render help to the
Chinese people, for this great people is fighting for its independent
national existence on one of the most important sectors of the world
front of struggle against fascism and war.

October 1936.
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X1l

The Peopleé Front

1

Thepolicy of the Peoplés Front of struggle against fascism and
war, proclaimed by the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inte
national, has aroused a mighty echo among the working masses of
all countries. The practical realization of this policy in Feaand
Spain has provided clear proof that the Pesplront isactually
possibleand has enhanced its popularity.

There is not a single country, at the present time, where the idea
of the Peoplé Front does not daily find more and more adherents
among # those who cherish democracy and freedom, among all
those who advocate peace among nations. The effort to forrm-a Pe
ples Front is growing as well in countries where the bourgeois
democratic revolution has still by no means had its last sag-in J
pan, fa instance, where the fasefsudal military clique, with its
rapacious military adventures on Chinese territory and on the fro
tiers of the great Soviet Union, is thrusting the Japanese people into
an abyss of most terrible calamities. And it is growatgp in the
so-called classic countries of bourgeois democracy, in Great Britain,
for instance, where the destinies of nations have been traditionally
decided by the two parties of monopoly capitahe Tory and the
Liberal i which, by their reactionaryglicy both nationally andni
ternationally, pave the way for the burial of democracy and peace.

The tremendous historical significance, the correctreess
timeliness of the Peop#® Front policy, are perhaps particularly
clearly expressed in the attitudeward this policy shown by the
enemies of the proletariat, the enemies of democracy and peace, the
fascist wafincendiaries, and the reactionary forces throughout the
world. The governments of capitalist countries, bourgeois parties,
statesmen and politans, bourgeois newspapers, have all become
seriously alarmed by the decisions of the Congress. The reaetiona
ies of all countries have raised an unparalleled campaign of slander
and calumny against the Communist International and against all
adherents ofthe Peoplés Front. In fascist Germany they have even
formed a special organization, called fi#ati-Cominterng to carry
on propaganda on an international scale against the Comnmumist |
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ternational and to combat the policy of the Pe@pleront. At the
NationatSocialist Congress in Nuremberg, Hitler, Goebbels and
Rosenberg opened a particularly furious cannonade againstrthe da
ger of the Peoplis Front, which is menacing the fascist dictato
ship, and against democracy in general. While directing the most
vehement outbursts against the already existing P@oplent in
France and Spain, they at the same time thus expressed their alarm
and fear of the Peopie Front movement which is taking shape in
Germany itself. The Pope at Rome and thgiaces the bshops in
different countries hastened with epistles and sermons, to shield
their flock from thatfifrightful Bolshevik dangeg the Peoplé&
Front. The question of the Peofdd-ront is always in the columns

of the press in the capitalist countries andh& gubject of the most
lively discussion.

The workeréclass enemy quickly sensed and understood what
a tremendous danger the Pe@plEront, the unity of all anfascist
forces, constitutes for him. As long as the proletariat is disunited, as
long as itis isolated from the other strata of toilers, the working
people in town and country, as long as it has not established proper
relationships and collaboration with the other democratic forces in
the country, it is not so difficult, as the examples ofylt&8ermany
and Austria have shown, for the handful of financial and industrial
magnates, for the fascist bourgeoisie, to crush the working class
movement, to defeat the various strata of the people one by one, and
destroy democracy. The fascists have ss&fodly applied the well
known crafty mottd fdivide and rule@

But when the scattered proletarian detachments, at the initiative
of the Communists, join hands for the struggle against the common
enemy, when the working class, marching as a unit, begiast
together with the peasantry, the lower middle classes and atl-dem
cratic elements, on the basis of the Pe@gieont program, then the
offensive of the fascist bourgeoisie is confronted with anrinsu
mountable barrier. A force arises which can offetermined e-
sistance to fascism, prevent it from coming to power in countries of
bourgeois democracy and overthrow its barbarous rule where it is
already established.

As the examples of France and Spain have shown, thie- esta
lishment of the Peopie Fror signifies a turning point in the gel
tion of forces between the proletariat on the one hand, andshe fa
cist bourgeoisie on the other, to the advantage of millions of the
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working masses. The Peofdd-ront makes it possible for the lower
middle classeshe peasantry and the democratic intelligentsia, not
only to resist the tutelage and oppression of the clique of finance
capital, but also to rise up against it in defense of their vital interests
and rights, relying for support on the militant collabanatof the
working class nationally and on an international scale. The Risople
Front offers a way out of the situation which seemed so hopeless to
the sections of the lower middle classes, who considered themselves
doomed to submission to fascist dominati@he Peopl& Front
helps the working class to avoid the political isolation toward which
the bourgeoisie purposely impels it; it creates the most favorable
conditions for the working class to accomplish its historic role, to
head the struggle of theiepple against the small clique of financial
magnates, big capitalists and landlords, to be in the vanguard in the
uncompleted democratic revolution and in all movements for pr
gress and culture. The class struggle between exploited and-explo
ters thus redees an immeasurably wider base and a mighty scope.

While the split in the ranks of the working class, the absence of
unity between them and the other strata of the working people, pave
the way to power for fascism, the unity of the proletarian ranks and
the formation of the Peole Front ensure victory for democracy
over fascism, defend peace against fascist incendiaries of war, and
in the long run pave the way for the victory of labor over capital.

It is difficult to imagine a higher degree of politicahort
sightedness and absurdity than to contrast the principles of the class
struggle with the policy of the PeofdeFront, as some of our ave
zealous criticgifrom the Lefd do in regard to the decisions of the
Seventh Congress of the Communist Intéomal. We frequently
observe the characteristic phenomenon that not a few LeftlSocia
ists, who have become disillusioned with the Sebiamocratic
policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie, and are moving
away from reformism, are frequently iime#d to go to the otheixe
treme and become the victims of sectarianism and Leftist excesses.
They make the mistake of identifying the policy of the Pesple
Front with the policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie,
and demandia pure workingclasspolicy,0 declaring that the joint
struggle of the working class and the democratic sections of the
lower middle classes, the peasantry and intelligentsia agasist fa
cism constitutes a retreat from the position of the class struggle. But
this does not atllamean that the People Front policy is identical
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with the policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie; it only
shows that we must patiently explain the class meaning of the Pe
plets Front policy to the sincere Left Socialists and help them to get
rid of their own political shortsightedness, which can only play into
the hands of fascism and reaction in general.

2

As was stated at the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inte
national, the People Front will be formed in a different way in
different countries, depending on the historical, social and political
peculiarities of each country, and the concrete situation existing
therein. To imitate uncritically and transfer mechanically thehmet
ods and forms of the PeofdeFront in one country to anothean
only complicate its formation, expansion and consolidation.

However, as experience has shown, it is equally true for #he m
jority of the capitalist countries, that:

First, the formation of the PeofeFront is possible in theca
tual struggle todagigainst fascism;

Second, the Peoyiie Front will be realized the more rapidly,
and the sections of the working masses joining it will be the greater,
the more determinedly the working class itself acts as one unit, the
more quickly its organizations, arml the first place the mass trade
unions and the Communist and Sodmocratic Parties, bring
about unity of action in the struggle against fascism;

Third, the Peoplé Front will spread and strengthen as its-pr
gram for the defense of the interestshd working people, for the
defense of democracy and peace against fascism and the fascist
war-mongers, is carried out;

Fourth, the success of the Ped@pl€ront is entirely dependent
upon the extent to which its ranks are consolidated, and upon the
extert to which the masses and organizations which take part in it
have undergone political and organizational preparation so as to be
ready promptly to repulse every blow aimed by fascism, without
waiting for its general offensive.

Today, when the Spanish ge is engaged in a deadly struggle
against the fascist rebels, when fascism is raising its heag- ever
where in the capitalist countries and, in the first place, in France,
Czechoslovakia and Belgium, it is the supreme duty of the working
class to hasten iavery way the formation and consolidation of the
Peoplés Front by establishing united action nationally and on an
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international scale. It is the duty of Communists to do everything
necessary, taking into consideration the conditions in their own
countries, to help the working class to fulfill this its historic task.

If we are briefly to formulate the most important, immediate
tasks which the whole situation today places before the world-prol
tariat, they may be reduced to the following:

To exert every féort to help the Spanish people to crush the
fascist rebels;

Not to allow the Peopfs Front in France to be discredited or
disrupted;

To hasten by every means the establishment of a Wodd Pe
plets Front of struggle again$ascismand war.

All these aisks are closely linked. The most urgent, though, of
these tasks, the very first at the present moment, is that of nrgani
ing international aid to the Spanish people for their victory over
fascism.

The historic importance of the struggle against fascis®pain
has been expressed concisely and at the same time most clearly in
the words of the leader of the working people of the worldnCo
rade Stalin, in his telegram in reply to the greetings of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Spain:

The Iberation of Spain from the yoke of the fascist reactiona
ies is not the private affair of Spaniardsut the common cause of
all advanced and progressive mankind.

The course of development in all the capitalist countries in the
near future will depend great deal upon the outcome of the gtru
gle of the Spanish people against the fascist brigands. The action
undertaken by the fascists in Spain has shown once more ghat fa
cism is not only the bitterest enemy of the proletariat, the enemy of
the Soviet Soailist Republics, but the enemy of every form of libe
ty, of every democratic country, even if its political and economic
regime does not go beyond the bounds of bourgeois society.

Fascism means the destruction of all the democratic rights won
by the peom, the establishment of a kingdom of darkness arm ign
rance and the destruction of culture; it means nonsensical race the
ries and the preaching of hatred of man for man, for the purpose of
kindling wars of conquest. Death and destruction are being spread
today in Spain by the rabble who form the Foreign Legion, by the
duped Moroccan troops led by fascist generals, and by the ammun
tion and military units sent to Spain by the fascist rulers of G@erm
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ny, ltaly and Portugal. The combatants of the Republicamy ar
fighting at the walls of Madrid, in Catalonia, in the mountains of
Asturias,all over the peninsula, are lag down their lives to &

fend not only the liberty and independence of Republican Spain, but
also the democratic gains of all nations, and these of peace
against the fascist war incendiaries.

The special significance of the Spanish events consists in the
fact that they have demonstrated the mighty power of united-prol
tarian action, the power of the Pedpl€&ront in the struggle against
fasdsm. For it is now quite clear to everybody that if united action
had not been achieved between the Communist, Socialist amd Ana
chist workers in Spain, if a broad fighting front of the Spanigh pe
plei from the Communists to the Left Republicdnkad notbeen
formed, the fascist generals would long ago have established their
dictatorship. They would have wreaked bloody vengeance upon the
workers and other toilers and upon all democratic elements all over
the whole of Spanish territory. They would have rded the con-
try to an orgy of medieval reaction and inquisition, would have
placed it under the heel of German and Italian fascism, would have
handed over to them the most important strategic points in tde Me
iterranean, and have turned Spain into a mylitsase for carrying
out their robber ar plans.

But in Spain the fascist rebels and their inspirers from Berlin and
Rome have encountered that force which is barring their way. They
have encounterethe armed resistance of the Pedplé&ront. The
Spanishpeople by their heroic struggle are today demonstrating how
democracy is to be defended against fascism. The victory of the
Spanish people is the interest of all who do not want to suffer fascist
barbarism in their country. The victory of the Spanish fewil be
the victory of the whole of world democracy, the victory of progress
and culture over fascist reaction, the victory of the peace front over
the fascist instigators of war. It will strengthen thegtas Front in
France and strike a heavy blowfascism in all contries.

The heroic struggle of the Spanish people serves as a striking
and convincing warning to the fascist forces of darkness in those
countries where they are feverishly preparing for fasc@tps
déétat that the time has passetien fascism can make use ofudis
nity in the ranks of the working class and other toilers, when it can
catch the people unawares, when it can deceive the politically
backward sections of the population and seize state power. It shows
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that where there arefaam Peoplés Front and international solidar

ty of action among the working class, it will be impossible tobesta

lish fascist rule over a people prepared to defend their freedom and
independence. Thus, the cause of democracy and peace in Europe,
the strugle against fascism and war in all countries, is linked in a
thousand ways with the interests of the Peiplront in Spain,
whose courageous fighters have taken up arms to defend thie-Repu
lic and ensure the victory of the Spanish revolution.

3

Everythirg that has happened during the recent period, and
primarily the lessons of the Spanish events, point to the fact that the
time has come when we must defend democracy by every means,
including the force of arms. These are the lessons that must be
learned ad well remembered by all workers and other toilers, by all
those who do not want to become victims of fascist bondage and
savage violence.

It is not at all that the supporters of democracy and peace are in
general advocates of armed struggle, but thatias kindles the
flames of civil war against the democratic regime of the country,
brings about destruction and death, and compels the peopé to d
fend their lives, their freedom and independence by taking up arms.

It must be understood that it is notase now of some far g
tant menace of fascism, but that fascism, which has already set up
its terroristic dictatorship in such big countries as Germany and It
ly, and is seeking to do the same in Spain, is preparing to crush the
working class movement artd destroy democracy in other eou
tries, and that it kindles the flames of world imperialist war.

The war undertaken by fascism against the Spanish peaple ca
not be considered as a casual isolated act. No, this war is a link to
the chain of the fascist fehsive on the international arena. Nao-ill
sions must be harbored that the war undertaken by fascism against
the Spanish people will be the last of its kind. Fascism is preparing
to strike at democracy in France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, at the
democracy b England, Switzerland, Scandinavia and otherneou
tries. Everywhere the fascist reactionaries are feverishly working,
from within and without, to prepare, organize and, at a convenient
moment, to carry out fascist rebellions ammips @état.In order to
prepare for a new imperialist war, to seize foreign territories and to
subject other nations, in order to ensure the unbridled rule of the
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most reactionary, rapacious elements of finance capital and to o
ganize a crusade against the Soviet Union, fascisdsn® smash
the working class movement and destroy European democracy.

All adherents of democracy must bear in mind that the fate of
anti-fascist democracy in Europe is indissolubly bound up with the
fate of the working class, with the establishmenth& Peoplé
Front. Democracy will inevitably perish under the blows of tise fa
cist offensive, if it does not rely for support on the working class
and the broad masses of the working people, if it is not prepared to
defend itself against fascism by evergans at its disposal.

The policy of retreating before fascism, both nationally and on an
international scale, brings grist to the mill of fascism; it brings d
struction to the nations, it means the end of democracy. They el
equally harmful for thas who retreat before fascism inside therzou
try and those states which retreat before it on the international arena.

The fascist rulers of Germany are systematically blackmailing
the countries of bourgeois democracy, and the present rulers of
those countes succumb to the influence of this blackmail. But it
must be realized that the brazen fascists are becoming themore i
solent the more concessions are ceded to them, and the less the r
sistance they meet. The fascists are using theirtviedl method of
provocation. In Germany they fired the Reichstag and then shouted
that the Communists had done it. In Spain they started a rebellion
against the parliamentary regime, against the lawful republican go
ernment, and then shouted that the Pdspiteont wasd blame for
the civil war. The fascists put fear into the hearts of the spineless
liberals and flabby democrats; while the democratic jobbers fearing
for their profits and the ministers, politicians and leaders from the
ranks of various liberal and demoticaparties who cling to their
soft seats, as well as not a few people from the Socialist amd A
sterdam Internationals, give way to this intimidation and do their
utmost to find means of conciliation with fascism. They try to pe
suade us that suchfiniddled policy can be adopted wherefithe
wolves would be satisfied and the sheep go unhatnsed.concs-
sions will not sate the fascist wolves. This kind of policy will not
check them. Actually it only leads to demobilizing the forces and the
will of the woking masses.

The Spanish events provide a particularly vivid example in this
respect, too. It is now clear to all that the fascists, and first and
foremost the fascists of Germany and Italy who have raisedthe r
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volt, with the Spanish generals as thebé&paws, counted upon the
young Spanish Republican government not offering them amy ser
ous resistance; they expected that it would not be difficult for them
to subject the country and take over its natural wealth andsthe i
lands having strategic importae In resorting to military action in
Spain the fascists had before them the examples of the recent past,
when their criminal acts had been allowed to go unpunished. The
introduction of compulsory military service in Germany, the auilit
rization of the Rheland, the seizure of Ethiopia by Italy and the
earlier seizure of parts of China by Japan, which took place with the
connivance of the bourgeois democratic countries and the League of
Nations, have whetted the appetites of the fascist bullies mnd e
couragged them to attempt a new robber raid. The fascists would
never have dared to kindle the flames of civil war in other countries,
to send arms, airplanes, tanks, flotillas of warships and, lastly, army
units, had they been promptly and firmly checked. TWweyld have

been compelled to retreat if, at the very beginning of the fasgist r
bellion in Spain, they had encountered the mighty force of the inte
national working class movement marching in a united front, if they
had encountered resistance on the piathe® bourgeois democratic
governments, if these governments had not supported the blockade
of the Spanish Republic by their fraudulent policy of on
intervention.

We often hear the argument advanced by people who pretend to
be adherents of democracy, tthlhe establishment of the Pedjsle
Front only leads to increased fascist aggression, that it hastens the
armed action of fascism. From this they draw the conclusion that if
you want to avoid the barbarous rule of fascism, do not fornoa Pe
plets Front, buttry to come to terms peacefully with Hitler and
Mussolini and your own Hitlers and Mussolinis in each country. But
nothing could be more misguiding and harmful for the proletariat
and the people in the bourgeois democratic countries than to follow
the shepish wisdom of these wdegone democrats. It amounts to
the absurd, stupid, foul mordiDond& annoy the beast if you dé@n
want it to attack yod.And this monstrous moral is being taught to
the SocialDemocratic workers precisely after the cruel deféahe
working people of Germany and Austria!

For in Germany and Austria, as is well known, the leaders of
SociatDemocracy and the trade unions had absolutely refused to
undertake any joint action with the Communists, their excuse being
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that the unitedront with the Communist Party would alienate the
middle strata from the working class, would strengthen the position
and the aggression of fascism, would hasten on its general offensive
and lead to fascist victory and the annihilation of democracy. It was
as a result of this policy that the German and Austrian peofle su
fered heavy defeats, followed by countless horrors and calamities.

On the other hand, we see that the Pdsgteont in France has
barred the way against fascism, while it is preciselyngwib the
Peoplés Front that for five months now the Spanish people have
been heroically defending their liberty and independence. In this
grave struggle the chances for victory will be the greater the more
the Spanish working class is able to maintairithi® end the firm
unity of the Peopl& Front, the more it is able to subordinate the
historically formed differences between the Communists, Socialists
and Anarchists, to the greater interests of the people, to the cause of
suppressing the fascist rebefii the more determinedly it resists the
attempts at taking dangerous leaps over the inevitable stages of the
revolution advocated by certain sheighted sectarians, light
minded visionaries and Trotskyite provocateurs. Finally, the quicker
and more redate the support afforded to the Spanish people by the
world proletariat and the whole of progressive mankind, the sooner
will the Spanish people finish with the fascist rebels.

An analogy, it is true, is not always proof, but frequently it
throws a clear light on a given situation. We can definitely assert
that if, at the time of the Leipzig trial when the sword of brutad Hi
ler fascism hung over the heads of the accused Communists, the
antifascists of all countries, and we in court, had adhered $o thi
wiseacre policy ofiDond annoy the beastGerman fascism would
not then have suffered such a moral and political defeat, the heads
of the falsely accused Communists would not have remained on
their shoulders, and thist. Bartholomew Niglit prepared bythe
bloodthirsty fascists for the thousands of prisoners of fascism in the
jails and concentration camps would not have been averted.

No, the policy ofiDon& annoy the beastjs an unworthy pol
cy! Itis a policy which under all circumstances is fétalthe wok-
ing class, for democracy and peace. On the contthey fascist
beast must be muzzled. It must be confronted by the miglaty org
nized fist of the Peopde Front. It must be muzzled in iron so as to
prevent it from biting. It must be struck atdafinished once and for
all, in order to save the democratic gains won by the people and
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safeguard peace.

This, of course, does not mean that we should fall prey to the
provocations of the fascists, who, while using all means to kindle
the flames of civi war inside the country and imperialist war
abroad, seek to deceive the masses of the people and create the
impression that it is precisely the parties of the Pésgfeont and
the states which support peace that lead to civil war and military
complications.

In the contemporary political history of Europe we have two
most important and instructive examples showing different attitudes
toward fascism that led to diametrically opposite results.

While in Germany the Soci@emocratic leaders refused te-e
tablish united working class action and, precisely because of this,
facilitated the advent of the fascists to power, we have a different
example in France. The French proletariat, thanks to the joint action
of the Communist and Socialist Parties and thecpaif unswev-
ing struggle on the basis of the Ped@pl&ront against the fascist
danger, caused fascism to be effectively repulsed and prevented the
fascists from establishing their rule. This is the greatest victory of
the proletariat and democracy in Bpe after the coming of fascism
to power in Germany. And the working people of other capitalist
countries can and must learn much from the French proletariat.

But these successes in France are only the first successes. They
must be consolidated; they demdathat the offensive againstsfa
cism proceed further. Every attempt to discredit and break up the
Peoplés Front must meet with the most resolute resistance on the
part of all workers, all anfiascists. The mustering of the fascist
forces within the coury, the growing fascist aggression in reig
boring countries, the Spanish events, which are fraught with lessons
to be learned, indicate clearly to the workers and altfastists
that they must increase their efforts tenfold in the struggle against
fasdsm, that they must forge an even stronger and more stalde uni
ed Peoplés Front.

There is no ground to doubt that this line will be followed pe
sistently and firmly, as the only correct line in the struggle against
growing fascist aggression. But maintag the Peoplis Front in
France does not mean by far that the working class will support the
present government at any price. The composition of the igover
ment may change, but the Pedplé&ront must remain and grow
stronger all the time. If for some & or other the existing go
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ernment should turn out to be unable to put through the program of
the Peoplé& Front, if it takes the line of retreat before the enemy at
home and abroad, if its policy leads to the discrediting of tlee Pe
pleds Front and thusieakens the resistance to the fascist offensive,
then the working class, while still further strengthening the bonds of
the Peoplé Front, will strive to bring about the substitution of a
other government for the present one, of a government which will
firmly carry out the program of the Pedslé-ront, will be capable

of dealing with the fascist danger, will safeguard the democratic
liberties of the French people and ensure its defense against foreign
fascist aggression.

Alongside with maintaining and rsngthening the Peopie
Front in France, the unfolding of united action among all sections of
the English working class against fascism and war deserves special
attention. England plays a tremendous role in the whole of the poli
ical life of the world. He position most definitely influences a
number of bourgeois democratic countries and the internatidanal si
uation in general. The whole situation today raises with particular
force the question of the role of the working class of Englamd n
tionally and on a international scale. This fact imposes on it parti
ularly important obligations with regard to the struggle agairsst fa
cism and for the preservation of peace, and also with regard to the
task of establishing international unity of the working classenov
ment. The English working class won democratic rights earlier than
the working people of other countries. The democratic regime they
won has made it possible for them to influence the policies of their
country to a greater extent than is the case with thietariat of a
number of other countries. The English workers possess powerful
means for the struggle for democracy, to safeguard peace against
fascism and, in particular, against the fascist brigands in Spain and
the German, Italian and Portuguese ingationists.

There is no doubt that the working class of England, with tie gl
rious traditions of the Chartist movement behind it, the pradetar
whose midst the First International of Marx and Engels wa®-esta
lished, and which possesses powerful, athitrade union orgardz
tions, will find in itself sufficient strength and will power to overcome
all obstacles on the way to creating a united Péleont of strg-
gle against fascism and war, and to fulfill with honor its international
obligations in dense of democracy, culture and peace.

4
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The decisive role in the task of establishing a mighty Péople
Front belongs to the working class. It can and must rally around
itself all working people, all the forces of democracy, all -anti
fascists. At the prent juncture, when we are faced with furious
fascist aggression directed, as was particularly clearly demonstrated
by the Nuremberg Congress of the bestial German fasaga#)st
every kind of democracyhen everything must be done to save the
Spanishdemaocratic republic, when over the world hangs thé om
nous threat of a new world imperialist wéris not only imperns-
sible to allow the forces of the proletariat to be dividbdt it is
impermissible and criminal to allow any slackening in the work of
establishing the united fronThis slackening only plays into the
hands of fascism. It may cause the proletariat and democracfy to su
fer new heavy blows.

The working class must no longer tolerate a situation where, at
a time when in Spain the Socialiahd Communist workers are
fighting and dying together at the front, defending not only the li
erty and democracy of the Spanish people but the democracy and
culture of the whole of Europe against fascist barbarism, there are to
be found leaders of the SexbSocialist International who bring all
their influence to bear to widen the split in the proletarian ranks.

At a time when the fascist rebels in Spain are slaughtegrg S
cialist and Communist workers who are fighting shoulder toIshou
der at the front, Wwen they are spreading death and destruction
throughout the country, the leadership of the Socialist International
persistently refuses to organize aid for the Spanish people jointly
with the Communist International. The Secretary of the Socialist
Internatonal, F. Adler, finds nothing better to do than to write long
articles in defense of the countevolutionary Trotskyite
Zinovievite terrorists, who have been aiming at the restoration of
capitalism in the Soviet Union. The trial of these foul murdeaacs
traitors to the land of socialism, who had established direct conne
tions with the German fascist secret police, was made use of by
some of the leaders of the Socialist International in an attempt to
break up the united front.

There are a number of wotries with SociaDemocratic gu-
ernments or coalition governments in which SeBiamocratic
ministers, leaders of the Soel@emocratic Parties and of th@-S
cialist International, are taking part. But not only do these gever
ments not make common cauwsigh the Soviet Union in its position

174



on the Spanish question, the only position which is in accord with
the interests of the Spanish people and with the cause of the defense
of democracy and peace, but by the manner in which they act they
lend support tahe hypocritical policy of noiintervention and aat

ally hinder the cause of effective resistance to the fascist interve
tionists and murderers of the Spanish people.

Of course, the responsibility for this policy, which is most de
rimental to the interestof the world proletariat, lies with the Sdeia
ist leaders who are carrying it oBut it would be against the g
torical truth if we were to keep silent concernitigit share of e-
sponsibility which falls upon all leaders and members of the Bocia
ist ard Amsterdam International&or the leaders speak and act on
their behalf, as their representatives. Inasmuch as they allow such a
policy to be pursuedhey cannot disclaim responsibility for they
must become cognizant of the common duty history plageon
them, together with the Communists, to do everything to bar the
way against fascism and to safeguard peace.

In the formation and extension of the Pedpleront of struggle
against fascism and war, the greatest significance is attached to the
united front of the working class itself in the main capitalistrcou
tries, to united action on the part of the Communist and Social
Democratic Parties, as well as the trade unions of different political
tendencies and, on the international arena, to joint raaifothe
Communist and Socialist and Amsterdam International. Allasbst
cles in the way of this united action must be removed as rapidly as
possible. To this end the Communist Parties and all supporters of
proletarian unity and the PeofdeFront in the raks of the Socialist
and Amsterdam Internationals have a tremendous amount pf inte
sive daily activity ahead of them.

The Seventh Congress of the Communist International vilgs fu
aware of the fact that it is no simple task to put an end to the split in
the ranks of the working class. All that the enemies of thé&ingr
class, their agents and henchmen have done over the course of long
decades for the purpose of dividing the forces of the working people
cannot be eliminated with a wave of the hand and b mishes.

Our whole experience since the congress has shown still more
clearly that the road to united action on the part of the working class
nationally and on an international scadar from being a straight
smooth paved roadlt is a pretty hardzig-zag road, often thorny
and steep. Open and covert enemies of unity never cease to throw
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up different kinds of obstacles and barriers along that road. Every
step has to be taken after great effort, by stubborn work argt stru
gle. There are the misguidethes who must have things explained
to them patiently, so that they may become convinced. There are the
waverers and those of little faith who have to be urged on all the
time. There are saboteurs and doud#alers who must be ruthges

ly exposed. Theresia persistent struggle to be waged against the
cunning sophists, the crafty politicians and practiced demagogues,
who do their utmost to persuade the rank and file, the politically
inexperienced workerghat two times two are not foubut three

that tre united front of the working class does not increase their
power, but only leads to increased fascist aggression.

And at the same time it is necessary to be on guard agalnst fal
ing prey to the provocative maneuvers of the enemies of unity, but
untiringly to extend a brotherly hand to all organizations of the
working people, inviting them to joint struggle even when they have
avowed opponents of unity at their head. For every Communist,
every clasgonscious worker, must not forget for a minute that the
opponents of unity of the international proletariat, the Citrines or
whatever else they call themselves, would be extremely gratified if,
in the face of their sabotage and provocation, the Communists
themselves would give up the struggle for unity and ieffl@m
consistently carrying out the Peofid-ront policy. This would only
make it easier for these leaders to carry on in their role as splitters
and would save them for the time being from the severe verdict of
the proletariat and of history. We musidw how to carry on an
unabated, ideological struggle against reformism and other anti
Marxist tendencies in the ranks of the working class movement, and
at the same time fight persistently for the establishment of the uni
ed Peoplé Front, and carefullgvoid any disruption of unitecca
tion in the daily struggle against fascism and war.

Twenty-two years ago, on the eve of the world imperialist war,
when he was gathering together the forces of the working class for
the coming struggle for socialism, theegt Lenin spoke of theer
mendous importance of unity in the ranks of the proletariat:

The workers really need unity. And the thing that mustte u
derstood above all else is that, apart from the workers themselves,
no onewill Agived them unity,no one § in a positionto help their
unity. Unity cannot béipromised i that would be an empty boast,
selfdeception; unity cannot bicreated out of fiagreement be-
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tween little groups of intellectualsthis is an error of the saddest,
most naive and ignorantge.

Unity must bewon and only by the workers themselves; the
classconscious workers themselves are capable of achieving this by
stubborn and persistent work.

Nothing is easier than to write the wdighityo in letters a yard
high, to promise unity,ctfiproclaind oneself an adherent of unity.
But in reality, unity can only be advanced by work and the argan
zation of the advanced workers, aif classconscious wdkers...

This is not easy. It requires work, persistence, the rallyong t
gether of all dhssconscious workers. But without such work there
is no use in talking of the unity of the workers.

These remarkable words of Lenin are particularly valuable and
instructive for the working class of all capitalist countries at tke pr
sent period.

5

The whole course of events since the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International provides indisputable confirmation of the
vital necessity of the earliest possible realization of its histooic sl
gans regarding working class unity and the Pépteont ofstrug-
gle against the worst enemy of mankinthscism. The Communist
International and the Communist Parties of the various countries,
backed by the masses of the working people, will not cease for one
moment to exert all their power in the fight to bradgput this unity.
They will not fall prey to any provocation whatsoever directed t
ward widening the split in the ranks of the working class andckbrea
ing up the Peoptis Front. And despite the opposition of thesab
teurs in the Socialist and Amsterdam tntgionals, the world pr
letariat will bring about its militant unity.

In the struggle against fascism and waot empty wordsnot
platonic wishesbut action is needed. To achieve this action it is
necessary to bring about the unification of all thecés of the
working class and to carry out unswervingly the policy of the- Pe
pleGs Front.

December1936.

" V. I. Lenin, Collected WorksVol. XVII, p. 408, Russian edition:
Ed.
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X1V
On the Threshold of a New Year

Amongall the happenings of the past year, two historic events,
on which the attention of the world is dessily concentrated,
stand out particularly clearly.

First, the Stalin Constitution of the U.S.S.Rvhich embodies
what was won in the great country of socialisrhe victory of e-
cialist society in which there is no place for exploitation of man by
mani a victory of genuine, completely consistent Soviet deasgcr

Second,the heroic struggle of the Spanish peogéfending,
arms in hand, their elementary democratic rights, their liberty and
independence against fascist rebellion in their country anidsiga
fascist intervention from without.

Naturally, the historic significance of these two events and their
effect on the further fate of the peoples of the world is not alike.

Nevertheless, from the viewpoint of their direct influence on the
developmenbf the Peoplés Front in the struggle against fascism
and war, these events have an inner relationship.

At the moment when the special Eighth-Alhion Congress of
Soviets raised high over the world the banner of the Stalin Gonst
tution, the banner of deloped socialist democracy in the U.S.S.R.,
at the other end of Europe, in Spain, the mass of thplgevere
heroically defending and are continuing to defend a democegatic r
public from attacks by Spanish fascists and German and ltaan fa
cist intervenibnists who are trying by fire and sword to enslave the
Spanish people, to destroy its elementary democratic rightstand li
erties, to plunder Spain and convert it into a military base for robber
wars against the democratic countries of Europe, first amainfost
against France.

The Stalin Constitution demonstrates to the whole world the
victory of socialism, giving legislative form to the socialist society
which is already built in the U.S.S.R., a society without antagonistic
classes, without exploitatiowithout crises or unemployment. The
Stalin Constitution does not limit itself to a formal proclamation of
democratic liberties, the equality of all citizens of the U.S.S.R.,

" Held November, 1936-Ed.
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equality of rights for all races and nations and the right to work, rest
and eduation, butactually assures the necessary material ¢ond
tions and means for giving effect to these rights and liberties.

The Stalin Constitution is an attractive mobilizing force for the
masses of the people in the capitalist countries.

The heroic strugg of the Spanish people against fascist &arb
rism also arouses an echo in the ranks of the world working class,
and engenders a mighty movement of solidarity and aid from the
peoples of other countries, and first of all from the free and happy
peoples othe U.S.S.R.

This is an extremely vivid demonstration of the real possibility
of the genuine democratic forces of capitalist countries rallying still
more closely and effectively along with the mighty Soviet dearocr
cy against fascist barbarism and agathst fascist interventionists
and aggressors who are trying to disrupt the cause of peacenand ki
dle a new world war.

The liberation of Spain from the yoke of the fascist reactiona
ies is not the private affair of Spaniards, but the common cause of
all advanced and progressive mankind.

This revealing estimate of the historic significance of thegstru
gle against fascism in Spain, given by Comré&dalin is closely
connected with his words on the international significance of the
new Constitution of the 3.S.R.:

Today, when the turbid wave of fascism is bespatteringahe s
cialist movement of the working class and besmirching theodem
cratic strivings of the best people of the civilized world, the new
Constitution of the U.S.S.R. will be an indictment ofdasm, -
claring that socialism and democracy are invincible. The nem Co
stitution of the U.S.S.R. will serve as moral assistance and gal su
port for all those who today are fighting fascist barbarism.

The victory of the Spanish people over fascist ieaaties and
fascist intervention, and the establishment of a strong republican
parliamentary democratic regime, based on a Péoplmont, will
decisively undermine the material political basis of fascism in
Spain, and lead to further consolidation of tfenocratic forces in
France, England and other countries, where fascism threatens to
destroy the democratic rights and liberties won by the peoples.

The victory of the Peopfe Front in Spain will be a palpable
blow to the aggressive war plans of Hitemd Mussolini. It will
assist the maintenance of international peace and serve asra powe
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ful impulse for unleashing and strengthening the democrati@mov
ments of the mass of the people within Germany itself, within Italy
itself, and everywhere that bloothscism dominates.

The Spanish people are marching confidently to victory despite
the tremendous trials and difficulties which they have to go through
and overcome. The guarantee of this victory does not consist only in
the courage and sedfcrifice whit the Spanish people havieeady
exhibited in this struggle, nor only in the wide solidarity of thekwor
ing class and all advanced and progressive sectionsiefysoc

The guarantee of victory is more especially a most remarkable
weapon formed and testedbattlei the Peoplé Front.

Not only the Communists, but also the other parties and iergan
zations of the People Front in Spain understand better and better
that this weapon needs to be guarded, strengthened and perfected,
and that it must be usedttvever greater skill, displaying the ra
imum vigilance and determination regarding all those who, at the
behest of the enemy, would try to split or shake the Pé&oplent
from within. The maximum fighting unity of all those taking part in
and supportig the Peoplé Front, the greatest solidarity and unity
in action against the common eneinhis, above all, is the guara
tee of victory over fascism in Spain.

At the same time it must not be forgotten that still greater
strengthening of actions of sddidty by the international proletariat
and all democratic forces is necessary for hastening and facilitating
the victory of the Spanish people, who are defending with their
blood not only their own freedom and independence but also the
democratic libertiesf other peoples and the cause of peace.

Platonic, passive sympathy for the Spanish people is far from
being real aid, while the policy of systematic retreat before fascist
intervention, which is becoming ever more insolent, only makes
more difficult thestruggle of the Spanish people and increases the
number of its sacrifices.

On the threshold of the New Year, one can say withouj-exa
geration, there is just now no higher duty for the internationa¢prol
tariat, for the people of all countries, for allnest elements of
mankind, than that of increasing in every way the aid to the Spanish
people so as to ensure their victory.

There is no more imperative duty than that of influencinig- pu
lic opinion and governments with the aim of ending the ostifkeh
pdicy of hiding the head in the sand when confronted with itinbr
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dled fascist intervention. There is no more vital task than that of
supporting by deeds the peace policy of Soviet democracy which
aims at stopping fascist intervention, curbing the aggressats a
defending the independence of the democratic rights and liberties of
the people.

December1936.
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XV
The Tenth Anniversary of Stato Operaio

Stato Operaipthe theoretical organ of the Communist Party of
Italy, began to appear ten years ago at a tifnexceptionally great
difficulty for the working class and Communist movements of Italy,
at a time when fascism had driven the Communist Party deeply u
derground, organized the most ferocious terror against it and d
stroyed all the independent organiaas and remnants of the libe
ties of the Italian working people.

At that time the Italian Communists were faced with veryi-diff
cult and complicated tasks. These did not only consist in holding
high the banner of the Party before the working class andoat-
ing people in Italy, while courageously facing persecution, exile,
prison, torture and death. The tasks facing the Communist Party at
that time consisted first and foremost in preventing fascism from
isolating the Communist vanguard from the workimgple, in pe-
serving, extending and strengthening the connections between the
Communist organizations and the urban and rural workers and the
peasants. The Party had to exert all its efforts so as to march at the
head of the daily struggle of the workinggple for bread and their
rights, so as to direct this struggle toward the overthrow of the
bloody dictatorship of fascism. The Party had to bar the way to the
extension of the ideological influence of fascism among thé-wor
ing people, whom the fascists chéorcibly driven into their own
organizations.

The Communist Party as a whole did not immediately unde
stand all these tasks. It failed to change its slogans, its methods of
work and forms of organization with the necessary rapidity. This
tardiness wastilized by fascism and cost the Party heavy losses.

But the merit of the Italian Communists, who were the first to
have to work and fight under conditions of fascist dictatorship, lies
in the fact that in a situation fraught with the greatest difficylties
and in spite of losses sustained and mistakes committed, they never
lost courage in the face of the brutality of fascism, but conducted an
incessant struggle under the leadership of the Communistdntern
tional to convert their Party into a true BolsheW®larty, striving
bravely to correct their mistakes, to do away with sectarianism and
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Right opportunism, and to master the great principles of Marx
EngelsLenin-Stalin.

Stato Operaiowas one of the chief weapons of this struggle.
Striving to educate the R@& cadres in the spirit of Marxism
Leninism, the magazine helped to provide the whole of the working
class of Italy with this education and revolutionary orientation.
While conducting an incessant ideological struggle against fascism,
the magazine at ¢hsame time became one of the factors in rallying
all the antifascist forces in the country. Herein lies the tremendous
importance of the work performed by your magazine, to which, on
behalf of the Communist International, | now send fraternal militant
greetings.

The policy of Italian fascism today is a criminal policy of a
gression and war. Having destroyed the independence of the Ethi
pian people in blood and flame, Mussolini is now engaged in armed
intervention against the Spanish people, which is llingito sib-
mit to fascist dictatorship, and is conducting a heroic struggle in
defense of its liberty and national independence. This policy ief fur
ous military aggression pursued by Italian fascism, which istresul
ing in a continuous decline in the ecamo position of Italy and the
impoverishment of the Italian working people, is in contradiction to
the vital interests not only of the working class, but of the whole
Italian people. This policy, which is being pursued in close alliance
with German fascismis actually making the destiny of the Italian
people dependent upon the fascist rulers of Germany, who are
thrusting the peoples of Europe into a bloody catastrophe. Ths pol
cy is in glaring contradiction to the democratic revolutionaryitrad
tions embodkd in the immortal figure of Garibaldi, hero of theldta
ian people, to the traditions which are the inalienable inheritance of
the Italian people. This has been understood by the Italian soldiers
sent by the fascists to Spain who have now gone over tarkes of
the Republican troops.

The Italian workers and peasants who have contributed glorious
pages to the history of the international working class movement, to
the history of the struggle for bread, freedom and peace among the
peoples, today have tgimary task of putting an end to the ckim
nal intervention of Italian fascism in Spain, of putting an end to
Mussolinis military aggression, which is a menace to the peoples of
the whole world. The example set by the volunteers of the Garibaldi
Battalion, who are heroically fighting in the ranks of the Pe@ple
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Republican Army of Spain, should call forth in Italy a wave of e
thusiasm and the will to struggle. It is precisely in Italy itself that
the chains of fascist oppression must and will be brokee and
for all by the daily struggle of the workers and farm laborerss-pea
ants, artisans, young people, progressive intellectuals and &H wor
ing people.

One of the necessary conditions for bringing this about is the
task of unmasking, holding up to shand driving out of the ranks
of the working people the Trotskyite agents of fasdisthis gang,
without ideals or principles, of diversionists, spies and terrorists,
who organize terrorist acts against the leaders of the great land of
socialism, and dtheir utmost to prevent the establishment ofkwor
ing class unity and the development of the Pdsplgont moe-
ment against fascism and war.

There is not the slightest doubt that the Italian Communists u
derstand all the seriousness of the tasks whicfraanthem today,
and that they will make every effort to solve these tasks.

On the tenth anniversary of the founding of the militant organ
of the Italian Communist Party, | send special greetings to thie glor
ous fighters of the Italian Partyto Gramsgci Terraccini, Parodi, to
all comrades, prisoners of fascism, to all those who remairounbr
ken by persecution or by being deprived of their liberty. Them-Co
munist International is proud of these comrades. The Communists
and working people of the whole wonldll never forget that the
struggle for the release of these foremost proletarian fighters is the
duty of all who hate fascism, of all who love liberty and peace.

From the bottom of my heart | wisbtato Operaido continue
in the future to fulfill its ple successfully as the theoretical organ of
the Communist Party of Italy, the leader of the ideological struggle
against fascism, the educator of real Marxist cadres of the working
class and tireless fighters for the establishment of a mighty anti
fascistPeoplés Front in Italy.

May, 1937.
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XVI

The Supreme Demand of the Present Moment

1

The entire international situation at the present moment is
marked by fascisis feverish preparations for a new division of the
world by a war of conquest, and at tteme time by the estabiiis
ment of international working class unity and the gathering of the
forces of the workers, the supporters of democracy and of peace, for
the struggle against fascism and war.

Fascist aggressors in the West and in the East aregnak
possible haste to come to an agreement on the ways, means and o
jects of their aggression.

Berlin, Rome and Tokyo are linking up their forces by various
pacts and military agreements.

The intervention of Hitler and Mussolini in Spain, their war
against the Spanish people, as well as the acts of aggression of the
Japanese militarists in China, are without doubt stages in tha-prep
ration of a big war.

In spite of the difference of interest existing between these war
incendiaries, they have joinedr€es to carry on undermining work
in the nonfascist countries which stand for the maintenance of
peace; they are in every way supporting the reactionary parties and
groups in these countries, organiziogups @état against gover-
ments and regimes whidre inconvenient to them and their aims,
and everywhere sowing courdgvolutionary anarchy.

Their criminal hand may be seen in the treacherous activity of de
la Rocque and Doriot in France, Degrelle in Belgium, Henlein in
Czechoslovakia, in the machiiats of the fascists in the Scandirav
an and Balkan countries, in Hungary and Austria, in Poland and the
Baltic States, and in the policy of the glapanese elements in China,
as well as in the Hearst circles of the United States ofridene

Vitally interested in weakening to the maximum degree the c
pacity of peoples to defend themselves against fascist aggression, in
disorganizing the labor movement and disrupting the Péoplent
that is being built up, the fascist aggressors, with this end in view,
utilize the Trotskyites everywhere as their agents.
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They give their patronage to the Fourth International, thid-me
ley of secret service agents and renegades and traitors to tke wor
ing class.

The fury of the fascists is directed especially against tvies
Union, against the great land of socialism, as being the mostrpowe
ful bulwark of peace, liberty and the progress of the whole of ma
kind, as being the biggest obstacle in the way of fascist aggression.

There can be no doubt that the fascist rubdiGermany andti
aly, and the fascist military clique of Japan, would already have
kindled the flames of a world war had there been wanting so mighty
a sentinel of peace as the Soviet Union, had not serious advances
taken place in the ranks of the intefoatl proletariat in the die
tion of strengthening the struggle against fascism and establishing
the united Peopiis Front, had the Spanish people not so heroically
succeeded in beating off the attacks of fascism, had the Fremch pr
letariat not establisiiethe antifascist Peopl@ Front, and had the
Chinese people not taken the path of uniting their forces ia-a n
tionwide front against the Japanese marauders.

But all this has only hindered the fulfillment of the insidious
plans of the fascist warmakers.

They have not given up their plans, and never will do so
voluntarily.

After the rout of Mussoliris fascist hordes at Guadalajara, the
foreign interventionists are hurling new armed forces against the
Spanish people.

While making peaceable declaratidnd_ansbury, a labor leia
er suffering from childish naiveté and political blindness, Hitler is
intensifying his preparations for dealing a blow at Czechoslovakia,
the destruction of which as an independent state is necessary, a
cording to the fascist viewo fipacify Europed

The German fascists are preparing to engulf Austria, preparing
fascistcoups @étatin Belgium and a number of other countries.

The Japanese militarists in their turn are trying in every way to
smash up the democratic opposition &pan itself, so as the more
aggressively to hurl themselves against the Chinese people.

The experience of many years has gone to prove that the fascist
instigators of war are not to be held back by persuasion or arg
ments. There is only one effective meaf curbing them, and that
is the united and unbroken struggle of the masses of the people
against fascism in the different countries and on an international
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scale. Only united action of the international proletariat rallying
around itself all sections dhe workers, all progressive and dem
cratic elements, all genuine supporters of peace, can succeed in
curbing the impudently brazen fascists and putting an end to their
robber plans once and for all.

All recent events go to show that in those places svliee
working class takes action against fascism with unanimity &ad d
termination, where the workers rally in a united dasicist front,
fascism is unable to enslave the working class, or to subjugate a
nation which has decided to defend to the utmaost, kzy all poss
ble means, its rights, liberty and independence.

The nine monthfsstruggle of the Spanish people, who are-stu
dily beating off the armed attacks of fascism, the successes of the
Peoplés Front in France, and the growing aldpanese moveme
in China, have already led to results which undoubtedly gone co
firm this truth, as well as the entire historical significance of the
united Peoplés Front for the struggle against fascism and wa- Li
ing examples now exist in a number of countriesefeeryone to
convince himself that in those places where the P&pi@nt has
been established, where the masses resist fascism and do not follow
the rotten theory ofiDond tease the fascist beasthere fascism
meets with defeat. The successes ofRheplés Front in the non
fascist countries not only bar fasci@path in those countries, but
also exert an irresistible influence over the mass of the people in the
countries of fascist dictatorship, and undermine the basis of this
dictatorship.

The first serious defeats which the fascist interventionists have
met with in Spain, notably at Guadalajara, have already raised the
curtain which covers up the internal rottenness, contradictions and
instability of the fascist regime, and have led to an ineredsnti
fascist feeling in Italy and Germany.

2

At the present period, history is allocating a great mission to the
worldé& working class, namely, that of saving mankind from the
barbarism of fascism and from the horrors of the new imperialist
bloodbathbeing prepared by it.

At the present stage, the specific way of fulfilling the historical
mission of the international proletariat is as follows:
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To help the Spanish people to rid themselves of fascist violators
and interventionists.

To help the peoplef Germany and Italy to smash the chains of
the fascist regime.

To help the Chinese people in their struggle against the Jap
nese marauders.

To help the small nations to defend their liberty and indépen
ence.

To establish an impregnable barrier agafastist aggression in
the West and in the East.

And the fulfillment of this mission is quite within the powers of
the international proletariat, if they act in unison and in ara-org
nized fashion. The very foremost detachment of the international
proletarat, the working class of the Soviet Union, is a force which
is organized as a state. It stands at the head of a mighty state, which
is on guard for the peace and liberty of all peoples. The working
class of the U.S.S.R., under the guidance of the gregt ¢fd_enin
and Stalin, overthrew the landowners and capitalists orsiatte of
the eartls surface, established the proletarian dictatorship, achieved
the triumph of socialism, and are realizing genuine democracy as
consolidated in the new Constitutiohthe U.S.S.R.

When speaking of the tremendous international significance of
this Constitution in his report at the Eighth Congress of Soviets,
Comrade Stalin said:

Today, when the turbid wave of fascism is bespatteringahe s
cialist movement of the wking class and besmirching the dem
cratic strivings of the best people in the civilized world, the new
Constitution of the U.S.S.R. will be an indictment against fascism,
declaring that socialism and democracy are invincible. The new
Constitution of the 5.S.R. will serve as moral assistance and real
support to all those who are today fighting fascist barbarism.

Another heroic detachment of the international proletariat, the
working class of Spain, is in the front line fighting against fascism
and is drawng its ranks and those of the Spanish people ever more
closely together in the arfscist Peopl@s Front. The Spanish
working class, headed by the Pedplé&ront government, is the
leading force of the armed people, and is defending not only the
liberty and independence of its own country, but also the interests of
the entire working class of the world and the general cause-of d
mocracy and peace. The working class of France, which began by
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establishing the united front in its own ranks, has linkedratdet
unions into a single Confederation of Labor, which now embraces
more than 5,000,000 workers, and has established a Bebpbat
against which the dark intrigues of French fascism are beirtg sha
tered. The successes of the Pe@pleront in France argiving a
powerful impulse to the movement of the PeéplEront in other
countries.

For the first time in the history of America, the working class of
the United States is displaying its independence as a class, uniting
its forces into mass trade unioasd actively taking the lead of the
democratic and progressive forces in the country against reaction
and fascism.

In Britain the working class, which constitutes the overwhel
ing majority of the population and possesses a powerful organiz
tion, constitues a tremendous force, whose relative weight in the
international working class movement is increased by the special
position occupied by Britain in world politics.

Were militant unity of action between all the forces of the labor
and Communist movementdught about, the British working class
would be in a position not only to drive back reaction of all kinds in
their own country, but also to play an important role in the iatern
tional struggle against fascism and war.

Without indicating all other counés in detail, it may be
remarked without any exaggeration that the movement for working
class unity is growing, even if not at the same pace everywhere, not
only in the countries which are menaced by fascism and the
aggression of the fascist states, bigban the countries of fascist
dictataship.

The establishment of unity of action by the internationalkwor
ing class against fascism, the common enemy, the mortal enemy of
the whole of mankind, is the bagicgent task facing the working
class organizatins throughout the worJdhe supreme demand of
the moment.

This is a difficult and big task, one going beyond the bounds of
the ordinary current tasks of the labor movement. But if this task is
solved, it will bring about a fundamental change in the smwf
political events, will give them a new direction in the interests of the
workers, and will make of the working class and its organizations a
force exerting tremendous influence over the fate of their own pe
ple and also over the fate of the wholarankind.
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What is required, first and foremost, to fulfill this task of such
tremendous historic importance?

First, what is required is that all working class organizations
should recognize the need for concentrating the struggle against the
main enemyagainst the clenched fist of the most reactionaiy se
tion of the big bourgeoisie, against fascism. What is required is that,
in determining their policy, all working class organizations should
make their starting point the defenskethe interests of theiown
class and should not act to the advantage of the interests of the
bourgeoisie. By making their starting point their own class interests,
the working class and its organizations thereby defend the interests
of all the exploited, of the entire peoplen And must be put to the
policy of reconciling the interests of the exploited and the éxplo
ters. One cannot be at one and the same time on the side bf the f
nancial magnates and on the side of the working people. @re ca
not, as is said, serve at one ahd same time both God and iMa
mon. One cannot be for the rebel generals and for the Spawish pe
ple. One cannot be in favor of a victory of the Spanish people, and
seek a compromise with General Franco. One cannot pledge one
sympathies for the Spanish Réfia in words, and in deeds refuse it
the means of defense in order to oblige the British Conservatives.
One cannot declare ofsereadiness to carry on a struggle against
fascism and at the same time intrigue against the Communists, the
most consistent figters against the fascist violators.

Second, what is needed is defeat the enemies of the united
front in the ranks of the labor movement. The mass of the workers
are thirsting for united action, but a Rontical attitude towardiau-
thoritative peopléand a badly understood loyalty to their organiz
tion frequently prevent workers from opposing those leaders who
are frustrating the establishment of a united front by their dishonest
maneuvers. Since these leaders have no desire to subordimate the
selvesto the general and supreme will of the working class, since
they prefer to serve the bourgeoisie and place their personai-caree
ist interests above the interests of the working class, it is &e el
mentary duty of every working class organization to fincthivi
itself sufficient courage, to find ways and means to fulfill its will to
unity despite all obstacles.

Third, it is necessary that all those who are carrying orma ca
paign of slander against the U.S.S.R. be given the most determined
rebuff. The strugg against the U.S.S.R. is a struggle against lsocia
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ism, the great aim of the working class recorded in the program of the
overwhelming majority of working class organizations thimug the
world. The struggle against the U.S.S.R. is a struggle agaimst th
greatest victory of the working class in the history of mankindga vi
tory which multiplies by many times the forces of the entire iatern
tional proletariat and working people. The struggle against the
U.S.S.R. is a most important part of the insidiolas pf the fascists
aiming at splitting up the forces of the international proletariat so as
the more easily to attack them separately, to destroy the lab@- mov
ment, and to place the working class and all the workiogleén the
capitalist countries ured the yoke of the fascist dictasbip.

One cannot be an enemy of fascism and at the same time cary on a struggle
against the U.S.SRthe vanguard of the intemational-agtist movement. Onerea
not be a Socialist or even amést democrat if orie not resolutely and entirely on the
side of the Soviet Union, the great land of socialism and real democracy for the whole of
the people. The attitude toward the Soviet Union is in essence the touchstoneef the dev
tion of every individual active in thaorking class movement and of every working
class organization, to the interests of the working class and their loyaltjdosocia

Fourth, what is needed is, while carrying on the struggle against
fascism, to be absolutely merciless in dealing blowts & rotskyite
agents who are a gang of spies, diversionists, terrorists and police
provocateurs in the service of German fascism and the Japanese
militarists. The Trotskyite degenerates, on instructions from the
fascist intelligence services, are camgyon subversive work against
the land of socialism, are doing everything possible to deepen the
split in the working class movement and to prevent its unity, and are
striving to disintegrate the PeofdeFront movement from within.
Everywhere their actits are those of wreckers of the working class
movement and disorganizers of the struggle of the masses of the
people against fascism. International proletarian unity agaisst fa
cism and war is unthinkable and impossible unless a struggle is ca
ried on agaist the Trotskyite agents of fascism.

Such are the mostlementary conditionsiecessary to bring
about unity of action of the international proletariat against fascism
and war. But it is precisely the activity of those leaders who have
the decisive wordni determining the policy of the Second anch-A
sterdam Internationals that runs counter to the fulfillment of even
these elementary conditions. Not only do they systematically reject
the proposals of the Communist Parties and the Communistdntern
tional for joint action in defense of the Spanish people, but they
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suppress the initiative of those organizations of the Seconddntern
tional which take part in a common front with the Communists
against fascism and the German and Italian interventionists in
Spain. h vain did the delegates of the Socialist Party and the Ge
eral WorkeréUnion of Spain endeavor, at the London Conference
of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals, to break through the
wall of cold indifference to the heroic struggle of the Spanisi pe
ple. In vain did they appeal to these Internationals for support of the
struggle of Republican Spain by means of joint action by all érgan
zations of the working class. The Spanish delegates left therconfe
ence profoundly disillusioned. Both Internationadsthe decisions
they adopted did not go beyond the bounds of declarations aird dec
sions acceptable to the British Conservatives.

The enemies of working class unity, the reactionary leaders in
the ranks of these Internationals, not only sabotage decalive,
round support for the Spanish people, but they go further. They are
adopting all measures to split the Pedpleront in Spain itself, ca
ry on intrigues, sow mistrust, set the Socialist leaders against the
Communist Party, thereby weakening the gjtwid of the Peopis
Front and the defensive capacity of the Spanish Republic. in add
tion, at the present time, when the example of the French proletariat,
which has established unity of action and on the basis of the Pe
plets Front has driven fascismdia is raising the spirit of the wior
ers of all countries, the reactionary leaders are weaving a network of
intrigues directed toward sowing mistrust between the Socialist and
Communist Parties of France, toward undermining the P@&ople
Front and preparinthe conditions for the establishment of a ¢oal
tion government of the bourgeoisie and Socialist Party, directed
against the Communists and the Pe@pleront movement. In this
way they sacrifice the interests of the working class for the benefit
of the mat reactionary sections of the bourgeoisie. As far as these
leaders are concerned, the main enemy is not fascism, mt Co
munism. As far as th€itrines Bevinsand Adlers are concerned,
the main enemy is not Franco, but Dolores Ibarruri, heroine of the
Spanish people; not de la Rocque and Hitler, but Thorez and
Thaelmann.

3

It would be naive to think that working class unity of action
could be achieved by exhorting, persuading or casting a spell over
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the reactionary leaders. International proletarian uo#ynot be
achieved without a stubborn struggle of all the adherents of unity
against the overt and covert enemies of unity.

Voices are sometimes raised in the Socialist ranks to the effect
that the Communists, by their open and claar criticism of the
conduct of the leaders of the Socialist and Amsterdam Intenratio
als, render difficult the establishment of a united front. But isst po
sible to achieve the establishment of the united front withoutgenga
ing in resolute criticism of those who hinder i kll possible
means? What sort of militant members of the labor movement could
we be, if we did not openly state the full truth on a question of such
great importance to the whole working class?

He who is silent about or attempts to cover up the haraaful
tions of the reactionary leaders in the ranks of the working class is
doing no service to the cause of working class unity. He whe su
posedly in the interests of the united proletarian front gives up the
struggle against the enemies of this united feoxd gives up crit
cizing reformism, which subordinates the working class movement
to the interests of the bourgeoisie, is doing a bad service to the
working class.

The Seventh Congress of the Communist International,an pr
claiming the policy of the unite proletarian and Peofdie Front,
especially pointed out that:

Joint action with the Soci@emocratic Parties and orgaaiz
tions not only does not preclude, but, on the contranygers still
more necessarthe serious and welbunded criticism of refon-
ism, of SocialDemocracy as the ideology and practice of class co
laboration with the bourgeoisie, and the patient exposition of the
principles and program of Communism to the Sebiamocratic
workers.

He who does not follow these directions of the S#veCm-
gress is a poor fighter for the working class unity and for tlee Pe
plets Front against fascism and war. He who thinks that thé- exis
ence of the Peoplde Front frees us from the necessity of waging a
struggle for the basic principles and fundameim#drests of the
working class movement against theories and viewpoints hostile to
the working class is deeply mistaken. The cause of the united front
will not suffer from such a struggle; it only stands to gain from it.
Moreover, such a struggle is a negary condition for the reakd
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velopment and consolidation of the united Pe@gkeront of strg-
gle against fascism and war.

It should never be forgotten that in carrying on a consistent and
stubborn struggle for the establishment of a united Péopient
the Communists are not pursuing a policy of establishing anninpri
cipled bloc; they are pursuing a policy based on principle.

When we carry on a resolute struggle for the defense ob-dem
cratic rights and liberties against reaction and fascism, we ds so
Marxists, as consistent proletarian revolutionaries, and not as bou
geois democrats and reformists. Where we come forward in defense
of the national interests of our own people, in defense of thedr ind
pendence and liberty, we do not become natiosatistbourgeois
patriots; we do so as proletarian revolutionaries and true sons of our
people. When we come forward in defense of religious freedom,
against the fascist persecution of Catholics and Protestants, we do
not retreat from our Marxist outlook, ve is free of all religious
superstitions.

When carrying out the policy of the Pedlé-ront against &
cism and war, when participating in joint action with other parties
and organizations of the working people against the commen en
my, and fighting fo the vital interests and democratic rights of the
working people, and for peace and liberty, the Communists do not
lose sight of the historic need for the revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism, which has outlived its day, and for the achievement of
socialsm, which brings emancipation to the working class and the
whole of mankind.

Correctly to combine the operation of the policy of the Péeple
Front with the propaganda of Marxism, with the raising of the-the
retical level of the cadres of the working sdamovement, with the
mastery of the great teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as
a guide to actiori all this we must learn and teach our cadres and
the masses day after day. We must not allow a situation \iijpeue
cannot see the wood for theds® We must not allow practice to
become divorced from theory, a gap to develop between thé-fulfil
ment of the urgent tasks of today, and the further perspectives and
aims of the working class struggle. It must not be forgotten that the
further the Peopfis Front movement develops, and the monma-co
plicated the tactical problems of the movement, the more necessary
does it become to make a genuine Marxist analysis of the situation

194



and of the relation of the opposing forces, the more necessary does
it becometo retain the reliable compass of Marxigtninist theory.

The proletariat is the most consistent fighter for the eskablis
ment and consolidation of the united Pe&pleront against fascism,
both on a national and international scale. Without the pragta
the Peoplés Front is altogether impossible. The proletariat is the
main driving force of any anfascist peoplés movement, of any
mass movement in defense of democracy and peace. The proletariat
fights jointly with the democratic petty bourgeoistee peasantry
and intellectuals against their common enemy. But the proletariat
must rely primarily on its own forces, on the unity of the ranks of
the working class movement in each country and on the unity of the
international working class movementrRhe more united and-o
ganized the proletariat is, the more truly will it be able to defend its
class interests and the better will it be able to fulfill its leading role
in the ranks of the united Peofdd-ront.

Hence the Communists and all clasmgious workers are
faced with the task of sparing no efforts, of stopping before nie diff
culties, of not leaving even the smallest possibilities unused in order
to advance the cause of united working class action on a national
and international scale. Thisust be developed until trade union
unity is fully achieved and a united mass party of the proletariat is
established. And here it must be clearly stated that the sooner prol
tarian unity is achieved, the greater will be the successes i+ esta
lishing and onsolidating the united PeogeFront, the stronger the
Communist Parties themselves become numerically, organizationa
ly and ideologically, and the more they will enjoy the confidence
and support of the best and most advanced elements of the working
class and of the working people generally. For the Communists are
the most resolute and consistent fighters for the achievement of
working class unity on a national and international scale.

As far back as the dawn of the establishment of the intematio
al Conmmunist movementMarx and Engelsin The Communist
Manifestg in defining the historical role of the Communists in the
ranks of the international proletariat, declared:

They have no interests separate and apart from those ofthe pr
letariat as a whole. The Communists, therefore, are, on the one
hand, practically, the most advanced and resolute section of the
working class parties of every country, that section which pushes
forward all others; on the other hand, theoretically, they have over
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the great mss of the proletariat the advantage of clearly unde
starding the line of march, the conditions and the ultimate general
resuts of the proletarian movement.

True sons of their class, defenders of the interests of their pe
ple, free from all connection i and dependence on the bouigeo
sie, thoroughly consistent internationalists, the Communists will
best of all be able to play the role afuniting linkin the ranks of
the proletariat itself and also among all the parties, organizations
and groups of thevorking people, democratic petty bourgeoisie,
peasantry and intellectuals in the struggle against fascism and war.

It follows, therefore, that in order to achieve success in the
struggle for working class unity, for the united Pe&pleront, it is
necesary to work every day untiringly to strengthen and cansol
date the ranks of the Communist Parties and of the entine- Co
munist International. This is dictated by the vital interests both of
the international proletariat and of the whole of advanced amd pr
gressive mankind.

June 1937.

" Karl Marx, Selected Works/ol. I, pp. 2189.1 Ed.
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XVII
The Lessons of Almeria

The unparalleled act of provocation by German warships in the
Spanish ports of Ibiza and Almeria, accompanied by the bambar
ment of the port of Almeria on May 31937, can only be regarded
asan open and brazen act of war of the Hitler government against
the Spanish Republic.

On the same day the German and Italian governmemnts a
nounced their withdrawal from the -salled Nonlntervention
Committee, issued the order for the dispatch of funeships to
Spanish waters, and declared that henceforth they woultbact
cording to their own discreti@rin relation to the Spanish Republic.

In this connection Blomberg, German War Minister, flew to Rome.
The provocative character of the whole behawgiothe German and
Italian fascists is obvious.

During the last few months, especially since the debacle of the
Italian troops at Guadalajara, it has become clear that, in spite of the
help given to General Franco by fascist Germany and lItaly, e ca
not avoid defeat. But the defeat of Franco would mean the collapse
of the whole fascist intervention in Spain. To avoid this defeat and
its serious consequences for fascism, the notorious heroes of the
burning of the Reichstag are resorting to new acts ofgeation in
the efforts to free their hands completely for further military action
against the Spanish people, and for the seizure and plunder of Spain.
No inventions and evasions of the fascists can hide this fact.

The allegation of the Hitler governmethiat Spanish Repuibl
can airplanes attacked a German warship engaged in performing
ficontrol duties is an owandout lie. First, as clearly shown bya
thentic information, the fascist cruis€eutschlandwas not &
tacked, but itself attacked airplanes @&@blican Spain. It wasne
ly after this that it was bombarded by the Republican airplames. S
cond, the German warship had no business at all in a port occupied
by the rebels. As is well known, the control in this sector devolved
on French ships, and conseqtly theDeutschlandcould not pe
form any international control functions in these waters. Thag-non
theless, the cruiser was there only goes to prove that it was helping
the rebels. It is, therefore, the height of fascist cynicism that fascist
warships which are supposed to ensure +iervention, should
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themselves bombard a Spanish town, and that the fascists should
now represent themselves as victims who have been subjected to
attack and insult.

As is well known, the attack on Almeria is not thestficase of
barbarous behavior by the fascists. The last few weeks hava-conti
ually brought to light new facts of fascist sadism, ferocity axd e
termination of thousands of peaceful citizens, as well as the destru
tion of peaceful towns. Not so long age tancient town of Guern
ca, the place traditionally held sacred by the freettivimg Basque
people, was destroyed by fascist aviators. For months, the fascist
rebels and interventionists have been attempting the destruction of
heroic Madrid, and they widlo raze Bilbao to the ground.

By bombarding Almeria and taking further war measures, the
Hitler government desires once more to confront public opinion
with a fifait accomplido Those in power in Berlin and Rome are
again speculating on the néescist stees and progressive public
opinion allowing themselves to be intimidated and giving way to
fascist extortion.

It is no secret that the helplessness of the League of Nations in
the face of the seizure of Ethiopia, and the continual concessions
made by théiggest Western states to the German and ltalian inte
ventionists in Spain, encouraged and still encourage the brgzen a
gressiveness of the governments of Berlin and Rome. And what the
fascist bosses in Berlin and Rome are counting on is that thre inte
national working class movement will not be in a position to muster
its scattered forces for a victorious struggle against fascistsggre
sion. It is well known that the fascist beasts, cowardly and hysterical
as they actually are, fear nothing so much asttigit aggression
and acts of provocation should meet with courageous and resolute
resistance from the united working class and the whole of mogre
sive mankind.

The destruction of Almeria and the murder of peaceful irthabi
ants, women and children, by tfaescist interventionists has aroused
a storm of popular indignation in all countries. Public opinion is
rising, millions of working people are being set in motion. But what
has to be done is to organize these forces for effective resistance to
the fascisviolators.

In connection with the situation created by the bombardment of
Almeria, the Socialist Party, the Communist Party and the General
Confederation of Labor in Spain have appealed to the Labor and
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Socialist International, the Communist Internatiosradl the Intera-

tional Federation of Trade Unions to take measures to organize joint
action in defense of the Spanish people. The fullest support should
be given to this initiative of the Spanish worlieosganizations,
which corresponds to the feelinglsptights and interests of millions

of working people, and which should be put into effect in alheou
tries. Never before was it so essential as just ndtve Spanish
workergorganizations are absolutely correct in calling on the world
proletariatfito takethe most energetic joint action in order to rirob
lize proletarian solidarity of all peoples who are determined & fru
trate the realization of the plans of fascism.

The many million forces of the international labor movement
must be immediately mobilizeahainst the bandit military action of
German and Italian fascism.

Everybody understands that there must be no delay in this ma
ter. In such a serious situation, it is absolutely clear that thelSocia
ist, Communist and Trade Union Internationals oughtatbecjoint
conference, establish a permanent contact committee, outline all the
necessary measures and immediately proceed to put them into ope
ation, i.e,, do what is being demanded by the Spanish Socialists,
Communists and trade union members who @fgtifig side by side
and shedding their blood in the struggle against the fascist violators.

The brazen attack on Almeria may become the beginning of
events pregnant with serious consequences for all peoples if forces
are not mobilized in time to curb tHascist interventionists. The
Spanish comrades are perfectly correct in stressing, in their appeal
to the international proletariat, that in this struggle against German
and lItalian intervention it is not only the liberty and independence
of Spain that areat stake, but also the maintenanceuofversal
peace the struggle against fascisiiithe intention of which is to
kindle aworld conflagrationd

This is a fact about which there can be no doubt whatsoever.
Therefore, all the more urgent is the duty lbfxarking class orga-
izations immediately to declare for the establishmenintg#rna-
tional unity of action, and also for united action by the working
people in the various countries. Only tn@tedforces of the whole
international labor movement andalf sincere friends of peace can
ensure that the criminal designs of the fascist barbarians andinstig
tors of war are finally frustrated.

199



One must really be politically blind not to see the tremendous
significance and consequencescobrdinatedaction by the wok-
ing class and its organizations in each country and throughout the
world. By such action it would be possible to rouse and mobilize the
widest masses of the people. The British Conservatives who are
sponsoring the machinations of Hitler and Malss would be drv-
en into a corner. The British and French governments would be
compelled to adopt energetic measures against the intervention of
German and ltalian fascism. It would be possible to achieve the
withdrawal of the armed forces of Germany dtady from Spain,
and the recall of the warships of the interventionists from Spanish
waters. It would be possible to secure the operation of international
law in relation to the Spanish Republic. It would be possiblento e
sure that the fascist intervemtists and conquerors should ke r
garded, as they deserve to be regarded, as aggressors, bandits and
pirates. Joint action of the working class throughout the world
would provide the Spanish Republic and its heroic fighters not only
with immeasurable moradid, but also with colossal material aid.
All this would undoubtedly hasten the victory of the Spanish pe
ple. Finally, a joint offensive by the progressive forces of the whole
world would make it possible to curb the instigators of war.

A tremendous, Istoric responsibility rests with those upon
whom the decision of the Labor and Socialist International and of
the International Federation of Trade Unions now depends. Nothing
can justify the fact that up to now attempts at organizing joint action
by the nternational proletariat in defense of the Spanish people
have been nullified. Thiswust not and cannot continuEhe whole
situation is such as to demand that an absolutely clear position be
taken up by every working class organization, by every leadbeof
workerd& movement, on the questions of united action by the world
proletariat in defense of the Spanish people.

One cannot sit between two stodisery worker, every honest
Socialist, is necessarily faced with the question: what sortadfcx
international is one that turns down united front proposals when
millions of workers affiliated to it imperatively demand united a
tion? What sort of &ocialistinternational is one that turns down
demands which come from its own sections, and even fromauch
section of it as the Socialist Party of Spain, which stands together
with the Communist Party in the front line of the struggle against
fascism? What sort ofbor and Socialisieaders are those who
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would disrupt the united action of the internationalgtariat, when

it is just this unity that is thdecisive meanef curbing the fascist
violators? What sort of bearers of international working cladgs sol
darity are those who, by disrupting united action of the international
proletariat, help fascism torush the working class movement and
enslave the peoples one after another?

The fate of the Spanish people and the cause of universal peace
urgently demand unity of action on the part of all international
working class organizations. The bombardment ohéda is a e-
rious lesson to all working people, irrespective of their political
views or the organizations to which they belong. It is a serious
warning against further disunity of the forces of the labor enov
ment.

Unity of action of the international pletariat must and shall be
established.

July, 1937.
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XVIII
On Unity of Action

Correspondence between the Communisternational and
the Labor and Socialisinternational

1. RADIOGRAM FROM VALENCIA TODIMITROV

GeorgiDimitrov, General Secretary,
Conmmunist International, Moscow.

A NationalSocialistnaval squadron, fulfilling control functions
in waters near Almeria, has just perpetrated on our town an act of
base aggression which surpasses all the crimes committedrby Ge
man and Italian fascism itsiinvasion of our country. Violating all
rules of international law, trampling upon international treaties,
German naval guns have bombarded the civil population of Almeria
and inflicted loss of life.

In face of this military action which is an outragea@xpression
of the war intentions of fascism, we workers and peasants of Spain,
the masses of working people who are fighting in the front ranks of
the struggle against national and international fascism and who are
defending our freedorn and thereby ats defending the proletariat
of the world from the horrors of a monstrous wagippeal to you.
We appeal to you, comrades of the Socialist and Labor Intemratio
al, the Communist International, the International Federation of
Trade Unions, and the entire iaet proletariat in the ranks of the
worker® parties and trade union organizations, and urge you to
strengthen your solidarity with the Spanish people whose homes
and unarmed children are once again subjected to criminal attack.

We call upon you to resishe fascist governments which, with
unprecedented brutality, attack our civil population, menacing the
lives of the aged, of women and children. We once again appeal to
you, the vanguard of the world proletariat, to the glorious standard
bearers of the siggle of the proletariat, to take the most energetic
joint action in order to mobilize proletarian solidarity of all peoples
who are determined to frustrate the realization of the planssef fa
cism, the intention of which is to kindlensorld conflagration

Long live international solidarity of the proletariat in the gtru
gle against fascism.
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Forward, together with the people of Spain.

Forward for peace and freedom throughout the world.

On behalf of the WorkedsSocialist Party of SpajinRAMON
LAMONEDA, Secretary.

On behalf of the Communist Party of Spal@SE DIAZ,Gen-
eral Secretary.

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the General Wdrkers
Union of SpainFELIPE PRETELActing General Secretary.

June 11937.
2. REPLY OPDIMITROV

To Ramon Lampeda, Secretary of the WorkéBocialist Party
of Spain; to Jose Diaz, General Secretary of the Communist Party of
Spain; to Felipe Pretel, Acting General Secretary of the General
Worker®Union of Spain, Valencia.

In reply to your radiogram of June 1 weaw your attention to
the fact that the Executive Committee of the Communist latern
tional fully supports your proposal as to the organization of joint
action by the Labor and Socialist International, the Communmist |
ternational and the International feedtion of Trade Unions ined
fense of the Spanish people who have been subjected to-an o
slaught by German and Italian fascism.

Steadfastly pursuing the policy of establishing united action by
the international proletariat in the struggle against fasaisthwar,
standing unreservedly on the side of the Spanish people, engaged in
a heroic struggle against the fascist rebels and interventionists, the
Communist International has on several occasions proposed to the
Labor and Socialist International the orgation of joint action by
the international workeéorganizations as the most decisive means
in the struggle against fascism, in the defense of democracy and
peace. Unfortunately these proposals have not up till now produced
any positive results by reasof the fact that they have been turned
down by the leadership of the Labor and Socialist International.

Taking account of the seriousness of the position that has arisen
after the bombardment of Almeria, and on the basis of your appeal,
we are taking sips to establish contact with the Labor and Socialist
International.

Today we have dispatched the following telegram to de
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Brouckere, Chairman of the Labor and Socialist International.

We shall do everything we possibly can to ensure that the inte
national proletariat finally achieves the unity so urgently required in
respect to the defense of the Spanish people against the fascist ba
barians and to maintain international peace.

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inte
national

GEORGI DIMITROV, General Secretary.
June 31937.

3. TELEGRAM FROMDIMITROV TO
LOUIS DE BROUCKERE

To L. de Brouckere, Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the Labor and Socialist International, Brussels.

We have received an appeal from Valencia, fromSbeialist
Party, Communist Party and the General Workesion of Spain
suggesting joint action by international working class organizations
in defense of the Spanish people who have been subjected to an
onslaught by German and lItalian fascism. We prestirat you also
have received this appeal.

In this connection we draw the fact to your attention that we are
in full agreement with the proposals of the Spanish comrades and
entirely support their initiative. We on our part propose that a joint
contact cenmission of all three Internationals (Communist Indéern
tional, Labor and Socialishternationaland the International Fede
ation of Trade Unions) be established to bring about international
united action against the military intervention of Germany aalgl It
in Spain. We are prepared to discuss any proposals that either you
or the International Federation of Trade Unions may makes-in r
spect to the defense of the Spanish people.

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inte
national

GEORGIDIMITROV, General Secretary.
June 31937.

" Herefollows the text of the telegram to de Brouckere. See No. 4
Ed.
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4. TELEGRAM FROM DE BROUCKERE TMIMITROV

GeorgiDimitrov, General Secretary,
Communist International, Moscow.

Have received similar appeal from Valencia. Fully realize n
cessity of energetic action and moegetmined than ever to unde
take it. We informed our Spanish friends of our intentions eeen b
fore receipt of their message. Our International will do its duty fully
under its own responsibility. As you know, neither the chairman nor
the secretary of ounternational has the necessary powers togarti
ipate on its behalf in the committee which you propose.

DE BROUCKERE
June 41937.

5. REPLY OFDIMITROV TO DE BROUCKERE

GeorgiDimitrov, General Secretary,
Communist International, Moscow.

To de Brouckee, Chairman of the Labor and Socialist Intern
tional, Brussels.

Received your reply to the telegram of the Executive Cdmmi
tee of the Communist International in which, on the basis of the
appeal of the Spanish workémganizations, we proposed theare
tion of a contact committee of the three Internationals with the aim
of establishing united action in defense of the Spanish people.

Unfortunately your telegram does not give a clear answer to the
concrete proposal made by us. Your reference to theHating-
ther the chairman nor the secretary of the Labor and Socialist Inte
national has the power to decide the question of creating a contact
committee does not seem convincing to us, if only because you
could request such powers from the correspondirigoaties of
your International.

Nor can it be assumed that the absence of formal powees is d
cisive when it is a question of the life and independence of the
Spanish people subjected to the attack by German and Italian inte
ventionists.
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Nor can we shargour opinion that the Labor and Socialist |
ternational is fully carrying out its duty, inasmuch as it continues to
reject the unification of all the forces of the international proletariat
in defense of the Spanish people.

The solidarity movement in fav of the Spanish people is as
yet far from being adequate, chiefly because the actions ohthe i
ternational organizations are disunited. This movement waedd a
quire a tenfold greater force if, in spite of all the difficulties, rinte
national unity of actio could be established.

It is precisely with this object in view that we propose tha-cre
tion of a contact committee of the three Internationals. If, however,
for one reason or another, you consider the form of contaet pr
posed by us to be inacceptable interests of the common cause of
aiding the Spanish people nevertheless demand that you, on your
part, make other concrete proposals for the achievement of this aim.

The chief thing for us is not the form but the essence. The
Communist International, lch is doing all in its power to ensure
the victory of the Spanish people over the fascist rebels and inte
ventionists as speedily as possible, is ready, without delay, as we
stated previously, to discuss any proposals you may make.

Together with the Spish workeré organizations we have the
right to expect your concrete proposals on this vitally importarg-que
tion. We should also consider it advisable, with a view to speeding up
the realization of the necessary joint action, to have a preliminary
exchamge of opinions between representatives of the Commumist |
ternational and of the Labor and Socialist Intermatio

In the event of your agreement, we await information from you
as to the time and place of such a meeting.

On behalf of the Executive Conti@é of the Communist Imte
national

GEORGIDIMITROV, General Secretary.
June 81937.

6. TELEGRAM FROMDIMITROV TO LAMONEDA,
DIAZ AND PRETEL

To Ramon Lamoneda, Secretary of the WorBialist Party
of Spain; to Jose Diaz, General Secretary ofxbmmunist Party of
Spain; to Felipe Pretel, Acting General Secretary of the General
WorkergUnion of Spain, Valencia.
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From the chairman of the Labor and Socialist International we
received the following reply to our proposal regarding thebesta
lishment of international united action idefense of the Spanish
people.

Alluding to the motives of a formal characiethe absence of
the corresponding poweisthe chairman of the Labor and Socialist
International has evaded giving a straightforward replyuiopmo-
posal regarding the establishment of a contact committee for joint
action of the three Internationals in defense of the Spanish people.

We continue to insist on concrete proposals on the part of the
leadership of the Labor and Socialist Internatiatieected toward
the establishment of international unity of action.

With this aim in view, we have also proposed a meetingmf re
resentatives of the Communist International and of the Labor and
Socialist International. Upon receipt of a reply we shééiim you.

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inte
national

GEORGIDIMITROV, General Secretary.

June §1937.

7. RADIOGRAM FROM DE BROUCKERE TMIMITROV

G. Dimitrov, General Secretary,
Communist International, Moscow.

We, too,think that what is important is the essence, and she e
sence is agreed action in favor of Spain. We are always ready to
meet your representatives for information purposes snd to exchange
views on the best way of pursuing this action, by commoneagre
ment wlere possible, at all times without needless friction. We can
meet your delegates in any place you may select in Geneva or its
environs. We ask you to give us 48 hd@ustice. We shall come to
an arrangement as to the time of the meeting.

DE BROUCKERE
June 10 1937.

" Here follows the text of the telegram from de Brouckere to Dimitroff.
See No. 4 abové. Ed.
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8. REPLY OPDIMITROV TO DE BROUCKERE

To de Brouckere, Chairman, Labor and Socialist International,
Brussels.

In reply to your telegram we wish to inform you that the presi
ium of the Executive Committee of the Communist International
has apointed the following delegation to negotiate with represent
tives of the Labor and Socialist International on the question of aid
for the Spanish people: Maurice Thorez, Marcel Cachin, Jose Diaz,
Franz Dahlem (members of the Executive Committee of thm-Co
munist International) and Luigi Gallo (member of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Italy). Comrade Thorez has
been commissioned to communicate with you directly regarding the
place and date of meeting.

On behalf of the Executive Committeered Communist Inte
national

GEORGIDIMITROV, General Secretary
June 151937.
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XIX
A Year of Heroic Struggle of the Spanish People

For a whole year now the Spanish people, in the front line of
the struggle against world reaction and fascism, haga benfully
defending their liberty and independence and thereby safeguarding
the interests of democracy, culture and peace against the fascist ba
barians and wamongers. It may be asserted without any exagger
tion that after the great October Revolutitiis heroic struggle is
one of the most considerable events of the-p@stpolitical history
of Europe.

When on July 18 of last year the telegraph announced thie rebe
lion of the fascist generals against the Spanish Republic, nobody
could think that the igil war which was stirred up by the fascist
scoundrels would continue so long. Both the friends and tee en
mies of the Spanish people, each in their own way, counted on a
very rapid conclusion of the war.

In a few days the fascist rebellion was crushgdhe Spanish
workers and the peogimilitia in the most important centers of the
country. Madrid and Valencia, Barcelona and Bilbao, Toledd; Ma
aga, Alicante and Almeria, almost all the important cities in Spain,
were in the hands of the Republican goweent.

In launching a struggle against the democratic conquests of the
Spanish revolution and basing themselves at the beginning of the
rebellion mainly on the counteevolutionary officers whom the
people hated, on the Moroccan troops and Foreign hagimes, the
rebel generals met with the armed resistance of all the forces of the
Spanish revolution, of the entire Spanish people, united in the ranks
of the Peoplé Front around the Republican government.

There can be no doubt whatsoever that hactheen no inte
vention by the fascist states, had Hitler and Mussolini not placed
their arms, air forces and regular troops at the disposal of the rebel
generals against Republican Spain, the Spanish people would long
ago have cleared their country of tfascist aggressors. The now
well known facts go to prove that the rebel generals would never
have dared to undertake a war against the Spanish Republic at all
had they not been inspired to do so by the fascist states. Actually,
this bloody plot against th8panish people was hatched andaerg
nized in Berlin and Rome. The fascist waongers made use of the
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counterrevolutionary generals so as to lay their hands on Spain, on
its wealth, on its raw materials for the war industry, and so as to
establish themsets in the Mediterranean Sea for the new imperia
ist war they are preparing. Hitler and Mussolini apparently calcula
ed that Generals Franco and Mola, who acted as their tools, would
be able in a few days to seize Madrid, to dissolve the Republican
regimeand to present them with rich booty in the shape afadled
finationab Spain. There can be no doubt that they were also
strengthened in this conviction by the fact that despite the repeated
and insistent warnings of the Spanish Communist Party thebRepu
lican government of that time did not take any radical measures
against the plot that was being prepared by the counter
revolutionary generals, and could have been taken unawarss. Mu
solini and Hitler hoped that fascism could achieve victory in Spain
without meeting with any serious armed resistance on the part of the
masses of the people, as was the case in Italy in 1922 and-in Ge
many in 1933.

All these calculations, however, turned out to be radically false.
Spain proved to be too hard a nut for thehtedtfascism. The Spain
of 1936 was not the Italy of 1922, nor the Germany of 1933. The
fascist rebellion in Spain broke out after the first victory of the
democratic revolution of the Spanish people, after the Sparosh pr
letariat and the masses of the plechad drawn the lessons from the
events in Italy, Germany and Austria, after the foundations of the
antifascist Peopls Front had already been laid. By overthrowing
the medieval monarchy and establishing the parliamentary
democratic republic, the Spahi revolution gave rise to an e
haustible source of the forces of the Spanish people in the struggle
against the countaevolution, which wants to bring back the old
regime of the landlords and financial oligarchy so hateful to the
people. In view of tis, for the Spanish people the struggle against
the fascist rebellion is indissolubly bound up with the maintenance
and development of the democratic conquest of their revolution
against the regime of medievalism and obscurantism, against the
landowners, gainst the thoroughly decayed aristocracy and the
countefrevolutionary officers.

Having become convinced of the inability of Franco to secure
victory for fascism with the aid of the Moroccans and the Foreign
Legion, the fascist states themselves tookr dlee conduct of the
war against the Spanish Republic. There are actually units of the
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German and lItalian armies, their artillery, tanks and planes around
Madrid and Guadalajara, on the southern and northern fronts, pitted
against the valiant Republicannar and engaged in demolishing
cities, destroying villages and deluging the land of the Spanish pe
ple in rivers of blood. The fleets of the fascist states blockade- Spa
ish ports, bombard and demolish sea towns. Madrid, Guernica and
Almeria will forever renain in the minds of progressive mankind as
ill-omened memorials of fascist barbarism.

And the greater the confidence in the righteousness of their
cause, the greater the energy and enthusiasm with which the Spa
ish people carry on the struggle, the mdreytstrengthen theeR
publican army, close their ranks and eliminate weaknesseseand d
fects in the conduct of the war after each new act of provocation by
the fascist interventionisisthe more cynically do Hitler and Nu
solini increase their interventionpenly declaring that they will not
permit the existence of a Republican Spain. In plain talk the recent
articles of Mussolini amount to the unbridled and cynical thesis
that: Spain must be a fascist colony, otherwise it will bestran
formed into ruins.

In the light of these facts it is difficult to find pages in modern
political history recording behavior more shameful than the\beha
ior of the decisive Western capitalist states, which proudly call
themselves democratic, in relation to the Spanish peoyuleteeir
struggle for liberty and independence. At the very time when before
the eyes of the whole world the fascist interventionists are openly
engaged in a predatory war in Spain, these countries, and ibrimar
Great Britain, have been gaged for practially a year in the farce
of finonrinterventio in Spanish affairs. Even after Hitler and $4u
solini have rejected the smlled international control, those who
guide British foreign policy still continue to seek compromise fo
mulas of agreement with thedzen fascist interventionists.

The League of Nations, the statutes of which contain a special
clause regarding sanctions against the aggressor, providingi-specif
cally for cases analogous to the present armed interventionrof Ge
many and Italy against th®panish people, maintains an obstinate
silence.

Although it is clear that should the fascist interventionists su
ceed in enslaving Spain they will not hesitate to instigate rebellions
like that of Franco in Czechoslovakia, Austria, Denmark, Belgium
and oher countries, the League of Nations, chiefly under the-pre
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sure of Great Britain, studiously avoids taking any decision on the
Spanish question which would guarantee the international rights of
the constitutional government of Spain. Thereby it actuallyson

the fascist interventionists and aggressors. The democratic United
States of America, headed by Roosevelt, maintains the position of
an unperturbediobserveid The efforts of the Soviet Union, which
stands resolutely and consistently on the sidd@fSpanish people,

to induce the noffascist states to pursue a firm and insistent policy
in relation to the fascist interventionists, so as to secure to Republ
can Spain its lawful rights and the opportunities of defending itself
against onslaught and being sovereign master in its own country,
have not as yet led to positive results. The selfish interests of the big
capitalists and the financial cliques in Great Britain, France and the
U.S.A. still continue to dominate not only over the interestdef t
Spanish people and of the maintenance of peace, but also over the
real interests and future of their own peoples.

Thus a strange picture is presented which should compel every
worker and every supporter of democracy and peace to think things
over seriaisly. At the very moment when the fascist states dre ac
ing in agreement against the Spanish Republic, when Berlin, Rome
and Tokyo are planfully, step by step, preparing a new predatory
world war, when the increasing intervention by Mussolini antd Hi
ler in Spain is accompanied by the provocation of the Japandse mil
tarists on the Amur, and by military operations in North China, the
governments of the big Western states are engaged in endless di
cussions regarding the bankrufstorrinterventiord and ficontrob
plans and are pursuing an ostrich policy in relation to the frenzied
interventionists and wanongers who recognize no limits.

One must not think that the policy of the ruling circles of Great
Britain, France and the U.S.A. on the Spanish question arttleo
guestion of the maintenance of peace corresponds to the sentiments,
feelings and will of the overwhelming majority of the peoples of
these countries. It is precisely for this reason, in order to justify their
policy, that they are constantly attenmgfito frighten their peoples
with the thought of the war which they allege will be precipitated by
the fascist states if the ndascist states and the League of Nations
take resolute action against the interventionists.

But it is quite clear to everyongho knows the actual intesn
tional situation, the situation in the fascist countries themselves and
the relation of forces between the supporters of peace and the war
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mongers, that this is nothing but cheap playing on thevatise-
timents of the broad asses. For in so far as the fascist states are
concerned, the conquest of Spain is one of the most importnt pr
requisites for the world war which they are preparing. Giving them
the opportunity of entrenching themselves in Spain means helping
them to incease their preparations for war, helping them tostran
form that country into a base for an attack on France, helping them
to strengthen their military strategic positions in the Mediterranean.

The real truth of the matter is that a defeat of the Sparsh p
ple would increase the threat of war a hundredfold and considerably
hasten the precipitation of a war on the part of the fascist &ggre
sors. A victory for the Spanish people, on the contrary, would raise
a new barrier in the way of the precipitation acdrwEveryone who
is seriously desirous of maintaining peace must do all in his power
to ensure that the fascist interventionists are driven out of Spain as
rapidly as possible and that the Spanish people are able to secure
their liberty and independence.

Even such an admirer of Hitler as Lloyd George could not deny
this truth. Speaking recently on the Spanish question in the House
of Commons he declareditt is said that if we display firmness in
relation to Berlin and Rome, there will be war. | say to ffaat if
we do not display such firmness, war will surely take pace.

One of the most important reasons that makes it possible for the
nonfascist Western states to occupy such a position of toleration
toward the fascist interventionists, and Piaise to wash their
hands, is undoubtedly the circumstance that the internationat prol
tariat has not as yet succeeded in acting unitedly and preparedly for
the fulfillment of the main demands of the Spanish people, namely,
the immediate withdrawal of the intentionist armed forces of
Italy and Germany from Spairthe lifting of the blockade from the
Spanish Republigthe recognition of all the international rights of
the lawful Spanish governmenthe application of the statutes of
the League of Nations ainst the fascist aggressors who have a
tacked the Spanish people.

These demands, which in the main were advanced by the
Communist International soon after the fascist rebellion in Spain,
were also proclaimed later by the Labor and Socialist International
and undoubtedly are the demands of every @asascious worker
and every honest supporter of peace. The international proletariat is
without a doubt on the side of the Spanish people, against the fascist
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rebels and interventionists. It has displayed estinues to display

its solidarity with the Spanish fighters not only by rendering rizater

al aid and by supplying food and medical assistance, but by giving a
number of its best sons, who are fighting in the Republican army
around Madrid, Guadalajara aatthe other fronts.

However, all this is far from sufficient. The international labor
movement, its political and trade union organizations, cannot co
sider its duty toward the Spanish people and the defense of peace
fulfilled until it has seen to it thanternational rights are secured to
the Spanish Republic and the fascist intervention in Spain is
stopped. To achieve this it is necessary to intensify the solidarity
campaign on behalf of the Spanish people in all countries. Itis ne
essary to mobilizall forces so as to render impossible the policy of
toleration in relation to the fascist interventionists.

It is essential to realize that in this connection the main role in
Europe is being played by Great Britain, and therefore a speeial r
sponsibilityfor the fate of the Spanish people, for the maintenance
of peace, rests with the working class of Great Britain, with the
people of Great Britain. It is impossible to tolerate the scandalous
situation wherein the Labor leader Lansbury makes his obeisances
to Hitler and Mussolini with arfiolive brancld in his hand, while
Citrine, General Secretary of the Trade Union Council, echoes the
songs of Chamberlain and Eden, designed to lull public opinion in
Great Britain, at the very time when the fascist horddgaty and
Germany are shedding the blood of the Spanish people and-demo
ishing Spanish cities and villages.

If the Spanish people and international peace are to be- effe
tively protected,joint and concerted action on the part of all the
international oganizations of the working class is absolutely esse
tial. Let it not be said that such concerted action is impossible. True,
there are a number of obstacles in the way. There are leaders and
groups in the Labor and Socialist International and in the latern
tional Federation of Trade Unions that, out of considerations which
have nothing in common with the interests of the internatiormal pr
letariat and the Spanish people, oppose joint action by theantern
tional working class organizations, and even thre&teleave the
Socialist International if an agreement regarding joint action with
the Communist International is adopted.

But can such a situation be regarded as something fixed once
and for all and not subject to alteration? It is necessary to overcome
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obstacles and not to capitulate before them. The interests ai-the i
ternational proletariat and the cause of the defense of peace, which
coincide absolutely with the interests of the Spanish people, must be
placed above all personal and group considerations.

The meetings between the representatives of the Commumist |
ternational and the Labor and Socialist International in Annemasse
and Paris have shown that both sides are at one in the main demands
for the defense of the Spanish people and the maintenapeace.
Why, then, not do the only thing that can rapidly and surely lead to
the fulfilment of these demands organize united action by the
international working class organizations and proceed to the joint
utilization of all the reserve forces at thsgbsal of the world labor
movement?

On the anniversary of the heroic struggle of the Spanish people,
in face of the ominously increasing fascist intervention in Spain and
the new Japanese aggression in North China, this question rises
most acutely beforeach working class organization, before every
person who is active in the labor movement, before all supporters of
democracy and peace, and demands a practical solution.

During a year of uninterrupted and tense fighting the Spanish
proletariat has succeded in defending the conquests of the dem
cratic revolution, in strengthening unity in the ranks of the Péple
Front, and in securing the establishment of a heroic péorpu-
lican army, half a million strong. It is clearing the way for its united
political party and for the unification of its trade unions, andkwor
ing steadily for all the domestic conditions necessary for finabvict
ry over fascism.

The Spanish proletariat, headed by the Communist Party and
marching in the front ranks of its peopig,honorably fulfilling its
duty in the front line of the struggle against world reaction agd fa
cism. The international proletariat on its part must fulfill its duty in
relation to its glorious Spanish detachment in full.

The Communists, while intensifyg their own action in defense
of the Spanish people and of peace in every wélnot therefore
cease to point still more persistently to the imperative needsfor e
tablishing united action on the part of the international labor
movementnor will they @ase to fight with all their energy to bring
it about as rapidly as possible.

July, 1937.
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XX
Fascism Is War

Two years ago, in August, 1935, the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, in analyzing the international situation
and seeking wayand means whereby the working class could carry
on the struggle against the offensive of fascism, pointed tmthe i
dissoluble connection between the struggle against fascism and the
struggle for peace.

Fascism is war declared the Congress. Coming to pow
against the will and interests of its own countrymen, fascism seeks a
way out of its growing domestic difficulties in aggression against
other countries and peoples, in a new redivision of the globa-by u
leashing world war.

As far as fascism is conceh, peace is certain ruin. The
preservation of international peace renders it possible forrthe e
slaved masses in the fascist countries to gather their forces together
and to prepare for the overthrow of the hated fascist dictatorship,
and to enable the t@rnational proletariat to win time for the dsta
lishment of unity in its ranks, to rally together the supporters of
peace, and to establish an insurmountable barrier in the way of the
outbreak of war.

When the Seventh Congress characterized fascismedwah
brand of war, when it pointed to the growing danger of a newe-imp
rialist war and to the need for establishing a powerful united
fighting front against fascism, there were very few people even in
the labor movement who did not hesitate to accuse om@mists
of deliberately and for purely propagandist purposes ascribing this
role to fascism, and of exaggerating the war danger.

Some people did this consciously, in the interests of the ruling
classes, while others did so out of their political shdntsigness.

The past two years, however, have provided a sufficiently clear
demonstration of the complete absurdity of such accusations.

Now both the friends and foes of peace are openly speaking of
the menace of a new world war which has come upon us.itAnd
would also be difficult to find seriousinded people who at all
doubt that it is precisely the fascist governments that are foremost in
the desire for war.
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In actual fact, war is already going on in various countries. For
one year already, both thalian and the German interventionists
have been carrying on a war against the Spanish people before the
eyes of the whole world.

After having accomplished the seizure of Manchuria, tha-Jap
nese fascist militarists are now again attacking the Chineseepeopl
and are carrying on a new war in North China. Manchuria, Ethiopia,
Spain, North Chind these are stages toward the new great robber
war of fascism. These are not isolated acts.

There exists a bloc of fascist aggressors andmargersi
Berlin, Rome, Dkyo. The Germadapanese agreemdiaigainst the
Communist International,an agreement which, as is well known, is
of a military nature and to which Mussolini has in fact also linked
himself, is already being applied in practice.

Under the flag of strudg against the Communist International,
against théiRed menacethe German, Italian and Japanese aggre
sors are trying by means of partial wars to seize milistigtegic
positions, key positions on land and naval routes, and sources of
raw materials fotheir war supplies with a view to unleashing-fu
ther imperialist war.

There is no need to be under any illusions, there is no need to
wait for aformal declaration of war, to see that war is now on. As
far back as March, 1936, Comrade Stalin, in higrinew with Roy
Howard [head of Scrippdoward newspaper chain], said:

War may break out unexpectedly. Nowadays wars are exot d
clared. They simply begin.

All events of recent years serve as a glaring confirmation of this
thesis. Without officially declang war, Japan opened militaryp-o
erations against China and seized Manchuria, Italy attacked the
Ethiopian people and seized Ethiopia, and Germany and ltaly are
waging a war against the Spanish Republic. It is well known that the
people have no desire favar, and that a number of ndascist
states are, in the present conditions, interested in maintaining peace.
On what, then, do the fascist waakers base their calculations?

The entire experience following the robber drive by theadap
nese imperialistanto Manchuria and by Italian fascism into Ethi
pia shows unquestionably that the bandit bloc of the rulers Bf Ge
many, Japan and ltaly, in order to carry out their military plans in
practice, are striving first of all to hindanited actionby the states
interested in the maintenance of peace; secondly, to prevent unity of
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action by the international labor movement, the establishment of a
mighty united world front against fascism and war; thirdly, to carry
on undermining diversionist and espionage workhim Soviet W-

ion, which is the most important buttress of peace.

It is on this chiefly that the fascists base their calculations. And
in actual fact the fascist aggressors and warmongers are working
strenuously and jointly in these three directions. They blag-
mailing the Western European states by threatening their territorial
interests. They are preparing an onslaught on the U.S.S.R. They are
making extensive use of the toleration of the ruling circles df Bri
ain, France and the United States.

While making proposals for an agreement on the plundering of
the small countries, Spain and China, they are striving in every po
sible way to win the good graces of the British Conservatives and a
number of Liberal and Labor leaders, so as to win Britain away
from France and other democratic countries. Holding out a similar
lure, the fascists are exerting unbelievable efforts to come to an
agreement with the French reactionaries in regard to Frenchaesign
tion from the Franc&oviet pact, thus isolating Franceorir the
Soviet Union.

The fascist states left the League of Nations to get a free hand
for their aggression. They terrorize the weak states by threatening
attacks from outside, and by organizing conspiracies and rebellions
within these countries.

The fastst warmongers make use of traitors, and particularly of
the Trotskyists, to carry on disruptive, disorganizing work in the
ranks of the labor movement, to disrupt the Pasgfeont in Spain
and France. The recent putsch in Barcelona gave a particuéaty ¢
demonstration of how the fascists make use of Trotskyist organiz
tions to stab the PeojdieFront in the back.

The fascists also make splendid use of the work of the-opp
nents of international proletarian unity in the ranks of the Second
Internationhand the International Federation of Trade Unions, and
assiduously recruit their agents everywhere.

But, as was disclosed at the recent trials of Trotskyists and
spies, the fascist aggressors have put forth special efforts to send
Trotskyist agents intthe great land of socialist victories to carry on
disruptive work there. The fascists calculated that if they succeeded
in undermining the power of the Soviet Union, the most loyal
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guardian of peace, then the success of their military plans ofsaggre
sion would in the main be assured.

Hence one can understand the furious howl set up by $he fa
cists and their tools at the merciless wiping out of the traitors to the
great land of socialism by the organs of the dictatorship of the
working class, supported biré entire Soviet people. The exposure
and wiping out of the fascist agents, terrorist wreckers and spies in
the land of socialism strengthen its economic, political and military
might, break up the sinister plans of the fascist scoundrels, and
thereby helgo strengthen peace.

This has been the most powerful and crushing blow dealt to the
warmongers in recent times. It is an exceptionally importantieontr
bution to the struggle to maintain peace throughout the world. On
more than one occasion the Soviet&nhas upset the war plans of
the fascist aggressors by its consistent and resolute peace policy. It
can be asserted without any exaggeration that mankind would long
ago have been hurled into the most terrible war in history had not
the Soviet Union beemsistent and unswerving in carrying through
its peace policy, had there been no glorious Red Army in existence.

But while the fascist aggressors meet with necessary rebuffs
from the Soviet Union, which is acting in the interests not only of
the Soviet peple but also of the whole of toiling mankind, thisiea
not be said of the countries of bourgeois democracy. Here, as is b
ing demonstrated with particular clearness by the examples of Spain
and China, we meet with the overt and concealed assistance being
given to the fascist bloc by the ruling circles of the most important
Western notfascist states. Was it not support for the fascists when
the seizure of Manchuria by the Japanese militarists was met with
toleration? Was not the lack of resolute resistacéhé bloody
campaign of Mussolini against the people of Ethiopia encedrag
ment to the fascist aggressor?

Take the entire farce of nantervention in Spanish affairs,
which has already been carried on for a year under the leadership of
the British goverment, and the negotiations going on regarding the
recognition of Franco as faelligerend i are they not in fact an
encouragement to the war being waged by the fascist states against
the Spanish Republic?

Is not the present complacent attitude toward lttezen ra-
rauders in North China the most scandalous encouragement to the
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unbridled Japanese militarists, who wish to enslave the greéat Ch
nese people?

How can the peoples of Great Britain, France, the United States
and the people of other ndascist coutries look on calmly at these
things? How can they put up with this systematic toleration and e
couragement of fascist aggression, which facilitates the foul work of
the fascist firebrands of a new world war?

In the face of these things, it becomes stdlarer how great is
the historic responsibility which lies on those circles and leaders of
the Labor and Socialist International and the International Reder
tion of Trade Unions which are stubbornly resisting the eskablis
ment of united action by the &rnational proletariat, of action by its
organization on the basis of a united, agrepdn policy against the
fascist warmakers, of the establishment of a mighty international
front of peace.

When the Japanese militarists seized Manchuria, there were
people claiming to be leading lights in the labor movement who
assured the workers in their organizations that Manchuria was a
long way off and the Japanese invasion did not touch on the inte
ests of the international labor movement.

When Mussolinis fascis hordes crushed the Ethiopian people,
these individuals asserted that the events in Ethiopia were a local
colonial conflict and that the international proletariat ought not to
interfere. When later on the fascist aggressors brazenly attacked the
Spanish Rpublic and began a war within Europe itself, it was only
after many months of tormenting vacillations that the leaders of the
Second International agreed to a joint conference with the aleleg
tion of the Communist International at Annemasse, and yet not fo
the purpose of actually bringing about united action between the
international worke&organizations, but only to recognize tha: a
visability of joint actionfiwhere it is possible.

Since then the fascist intervention in Spain has been coasider
bly intensified. And now there has been added the new aggression
of the Japanese militarists in North China, which, accordingge Ja
anese plans, is to become a second Manchukuo and the basis for a
further seizure of China.

Is it not clear that at this moment, whthe Spanish people are
exerting all their efforts to beat off the onslaught of the fascigt-inte
ventionists, when the Chinese people are rising up against the Jap
nese militarists who have attacked them, the international wérkers
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organizations should &ast unite their efforts and come to the d
fense of international peace, resolutely and fully prepareation@

The situation is now developing in such a way that to maintain
peace throughout the world means first and foremost to bring about
the defat of the fascist invaders of Spain and China.

They must be taught a good lesson, they must be really made to
feel that the international proletariat and all progressive arid civ
lized mankind will not tolerate their military aggression and acts of
robbery and are ready to do everything to prevent them frdm fu
filling their plans of igniting the flames of a new world war.

Can it be that the Labor and Socialist International andrthe |
ternational Federation of Trade Unions will rest content now with
genery wordy declarations and incantations in favor of peace,
while in deeds they shun joint action by all organizations ofrihe i
ternational labor movement, which is so vitally needed?

Surely it is clear that joint action by the international worlers
organgiations in each separate country and on an international scale
is alone capable of mobilizing the forces of progressive mankind for
a struggle against war, to bar the road to themamgers, and also
to exert pressure on the official policy of the mospamant non
fascist states to curb the fascist aggressors who have thrown off all
restraint.

It is impossible to carry on a serious struggle for the raaint
nance of international peace unless first and foremost all necessary
steps are taken to establistumited front of the working class in
each country and united action by the international wobkegan-
zations. It is impossible to carry on a serious fight for peace unless
the forces of the labor movement and of the wide masses of the
people are mobilizd to drive the fascist usurpers out of Spain and
China as rapidly as possible.

The relation between the forces of war and the forces of peace is
not what it was in 1914. Tremendous world historical changes have
taken place since that time. The impertalsucceeded in castinglmi
lions of people into the inferno of a world slaughter when oircu
stances were such that neither a powerful proletarian state nor its Red
Army existed, when there was no Ped@pléront in France and Spain,
when the Chinese peopleere not in a position to defend theg-n
tional independence, when the masses of the people had not had the
experience of the imperialist war and the greakeparian revolution,
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when the international working class did not as yet possess such a
world organization as the Communist Intetional.

The international labor movement has sufficient forces and
means at its disposal to bring about the cessation of the intervention
of German and Italian fascism in Spain, the onslaught of thee Jap
nese militaristsri China, and to secure international peace.

This, however requires that the tremendous forces and means
at the disposal of the international labor movement be united and
directed toward an effective and unyielding struggle against fascism
and war.

August, 1937.
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XXI1

The Soviet Union and the Working Classes
of the Capitalist Countries

1

Unboundedare the joy and enthusiasm with which the millions
of working people throughout the world, all fighters against chpita
ist spoliation, fascist barbarism amdperialist war, greet the twe
tieth anniversary of the great October Socialist Revolution. Honest
supporters of democracy, progress and peace, the best people of
science, culture and art in all countries greet the twentieth annive
sary of the existence dhe first socialist state in the world as an
event of worldhistoric importance.

No other event in the history of mankind has had such treme
dous influence over the entire course of social development, over
the fate of all the peoples of the earth, as tfctory of the great
October Socialist Revolution. There has not been hitherto such a
state as the U.S.S.R., which millions of people in all corners of the
globe, regardless of nationality or race, love as their very awn f
therland, and with which thegél themselves, their lives, their fate
and their hopes vitally bound up.

As a result of the bourgeois revolutions, capitalism defeated the
feudal system and won a dominating position. It encircled the entire
world in its system of economy, overcame fdygkaticularism and
established big national states. But capitalism merely replaced one
form of exploitation by another, class antagonisms of one kind by
another. It could not unite the peoples in peaceful fraternity. It
deepened the gulf between them atireg new international corat¥
dictions and new causes of destructive wars of conquest.

As a result of the great October Socialist Revolution, socialism
was victorious over capitalism on esith of the globe. A powe
ful socialist state rose up in a tremoeus territory covering half of
Europe and Asia, in the heart of the world, a state based ondhe ab
lition of the exploitation of man by man and on a fraternal alliance
among the peoples, and showing the way to the liberation of ma
kind from the bondagefaapitalism, to the unification of all the
peoples of the earth in a supreme fraternity of free and hapgy wor
ing people.

223



In the course of twenty years of severe struggle, in the face of
the furious resistance of the defeated exploited classes within the
country and countenevolutionary intervention from without, in
conditions of encirclement by the hostile capitalist powers, the
working people of the U.S.S.R., led by their glorious Party df Bo
sheviks headed by the brilliant leaders of working mankimed,jn
and Stalin, transformed a backward, wretched country intoea for
most, powerful socialist state.

Whereas in 1913 Lenin, in characterizing the unbelievable
backwardness of tsarist Russia, pointed out that as regards modern
means of production the camy®s economy wasour timesbehind
England five timesbehind Germany anign timesehind America;
today the Soviet Union occupiéisst placein Europe andecond
placein the world as an industrial country as regards the output of
industrial productionNo one can now deny the enormous adakiev
ments of socialist construction, the tremendous growth of industry
and the record harvests of collectivized agriculture. It is a fact, is it
not, that such a stormy advance of economic development has taken
place h the U.S.S.R. as has never been known by capitalist society?
Whereas the development of industry of the capitalist countries du
ing the period 1890913 showed an average growth in production
of 5.8 per cent a year, and during the period 1B436 only 11/2
per cent, in the Soviet Union in 1936 alone the growth in industrial
output totaled 28 per cent. Whereas in 1936 the industrial output of
capitalist countries exceeded the 1913 levebhethird, in the -
viet Union it increased by more thaaven tiras.

In the sphere of agriculture a great historical victory has been
achieved. At the time when the agriculture of capitalist countries is
not emerging from the protracted agrarian crisis as the result of
which the sown area is decreasing, a great nuofljoducts being
destroyed and the level of all production steadily lowerinig, the
Soviet Union, in place of a backward, scattered economy there has
been created the most advanced and biggest socialist agriculture
with 99 per cent of the area sown the peasants collectivized.
Thanks to the collective farm order, poverty in the village has been
destroyed and there are no longer peasants who have no land, no
horses, no implements. More than 20,000,000 poor peasants who
formerly lived a povertystrickenexistence have joined the calle
tive farms and are today leading a weHdo cultured life. Socialist
agriculture is yielding record harvests unprecedented in the history
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of the country. In 1937 there was harvested neaf90000000
poodsof grain while the best years before the revolution gave four
to five billion poods.

Under capitalism, wherever there is an increase of the wealth of
the few, there is an increase, at the other end of the pole, of poverty
and misery for millions of working people;ehboom periods are
inevitably followed by severe crises which destroy the productive
forces and bring in their train unemployment, hunger and poverty.
The socialist system, on the other hand, does not know of crises,
does not know of unemployment and payer

Irrefutable facts clearly testify to the superiority of the socialist
system over the capitalist system, not only in the sphere of cono
ics, but also in the sphere of everyday life and culture, science and
art, in the sphere of the relations betwdbe peoples. Only the
bought apologists of capitalism can dispute this superiority. And
only hopeless cretins who not infrequently call themselves ISocia
ists, and political charlatans who distort Marxism, venture still to
prove that the working class iscispable of undertaking the historic
responsibility of guiding the fate of its own people and of thererga
ization of the national economy; that the proletariat, whidimnisx-
perienced in the state and economic affairs, cannot get on without
the bourgeois, who ardiexperiencedin these affairs.

Twenty years of the existence of the Soviet Union provide
splendid confirmation of the words of Comrade Stalin uttered in
1927 on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the October
Revolution:

The undoubted swesses of socialism in the U.S.S.R. on the
front of construction have clearly shown that the proletaréat
successfully govern the countmngthoutthe bourgeoisie anagainst
the bourgeoisie, that ttan successfully build up industryithout
the bourgeisie andagainstthe bourgeoisie, that @an successfully
guide the whole of the national economvthout the bourgeoisie
andagainstthe bourgeoisie, that dtan successfully build socialism
despite the encirclement of the capitalist state. (Josegh, $Htedb-
lems of Leninisippp. 2045, Russian edition.)

Herein lies one of the most important lessons of principle of the
great October Socialist Revolution for the working class of the cap
talist countries, a lesson which needs to be particularly uneerlin
on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary.
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Much has been done by the proletariat of the capitalist countries
in supporting the first proletarian revolution in the history ohma
kind. Had it not been for this support the Soviet workers anshpta
would have shed their blood to a still greater degree and would have
had to sacrifice still more in order to defend the gains of the socialist
revolution. Nonetheless, however, it must be said outright that the
working classes of the capitalist countiesve not succeeded in tho
oughly fulfilling either their duty toward the firsbgalist revolution,
or toward their own liberation. Not only have they remained under
the power of capital, and in Italy and Germany have fallen victims to
the barbarous bonda of fascism, but they have involuntarily assis
ed in increasing the difficulties, privations ffewings and sacrifices
of the vanguard unit of the international jetafiat.

But what would the world have looked like, if the proletariat of
Germany, Austa-Hungary and lItaly, after the October Socialist
Revolution, in the period of 191820, had not stopped half way in
their revolutionary advance? What would the world have looked like
had the German and Austrian revolutions of 1918 been carried
through © the end, and had the dictatorship of the proletariat been
established in the heart of Europe, in highly developed industrial
countries, as a result of the victory of the revolution? A revaiatio
bloc of the WesEuropean proletariat and the workingsd of the
Soviet Union would not only have facilitated a hundredfold the-liqu
dation of the countervolutionary intervention and civil war, but
would have immeasurably hastened on the building of socialism in
the land of the Soviets. The fascist dictalip would not have exis
ed either in Italy, Germany, Austria or other countries. There would
have been no offensive of fascism upon the working class and the
democratic peoples There would not have been the present difficult
trials of the Spanish and Cleise peoples. Mankind would not now be
faced with the ominous menace of a new world $isarg

At the time when the Russian workers and peasants overthrew
the landlords and capitalists, all the necessary objective conditions
were at hand in central Eurofm the European and particularly the
German proletariat taking the path of the Soviet workers argt pea
ants. But this did not take place. It did not take place maiely b
cause the decisive word at that time in the leadership of the mass
organizations of th proletariat belonged to the leaders of the Social
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Democratic Parties, who had been in coalition with their owreimp
rialist bourgeoisie from the outbreak of the war.

In their effort at all costs to preserve the shattered foundations
of bourgeois societythey widely utilized the influence of the ideo
ogy and policy ofSociatDemocratismreformism in order to -
ceive the majority of the working class, by spreading the conviction
among them that the workers would be led to socialism not by the
further deelopment of the revolution, but by its rapid liquidation.
By their coalition with the bourgeoisithey split the working class
movement, weakened the proletariat, isolated it from the peasantry
and the small townspeople, and thus helped the bourgeogadhto
er their forces and to undertake the offensive against the revnlutio
ary workers and peasants. The political cowards and deceivers of
the proletariat who were at the head of the mass organizations of the
working class alarmed the workers with the pemspof sacrifices,
privation and economic ruin. They assured them that they would be
led to socialism not by the path Bblshevismby the revolutionary
practical application of the teachings of Marx and Engels, not by the
proletarian revolution and thécthtorship of the proletariat, but that
a peaceful and painless transition to socialism would be ensured by
the path ofSociatDemocratismi the path of coalition with the
bourgeoisie and the preservation of the bourgeois system.

Now the results of thenmenty years are before us. Who will
deny that the sacrifices and privations borne, for instance, by the
working class and working masses of Germany throughout the
whole of the postwar period and, particularly, in the conditions of
the savage regime of tHascist dictatorship~ are a thousand times
greater than all the possible sacrifices and privations that would
have been demanded by the victory of the proletarian revolution in
19187

Instead of the promised peaceful, painless transition tolsocia
ism, Sodal-Democratism, by its entire capitulatory and splitting
policy, cleared the way for the victory of fascism.

Had it not been for the Socilemocratism of Turatti and
Daragonain Italy the victoryof the fascism of Mussolimiould not
have been possiblélad it not been for the SoctBlemocratism of
Ebert and Noskén Germany the victorpf the fascism of Hitler
would not have been possiblelad it not been for the Social
Democratism of Renner and BauerAustria the victory of the &
cism of Schuschniggvould not have been possible. Nothing can
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now conceal this truth, which is also irrefutably confirmed by n
merous now welknown documents from the pestar political
history of Europe.

In the conditions of the unparalleled revolutionary crisis at the
erd of the imperialist war, the reactionary Sodsmocratic led-
ers split the working class, disarmed it ideologically and politically,
hindered the development of the proletarian revolutions that had
matured, saved the domination of capitalism and thenedge the
working people a target for fascism. At the same tBoéshevism
true Marxism, united the working class, created an inviolabie all
ance of the workers and peasants, destroyed capitalism, ensured the
victory of the socialist revolution, and leal the building of socialist
society on oneixth of the globe.

And Comrade Stalin was a thousand times right when he wrote
ten years ago thafilt is impossible to put an end to capitalism
without having put an end to Sociaemocratism in the working
class movemert.

Herein lies the second most important lesson of principle for
the proletariat of the capitalist countries in connection with the
twentieth anniversary of the great October Socialist Revolution.

3

During the twenty years, the working masgeshe capitalist
countries, especially during the world economic crisis, experienced
much, suffered much and learned much on the basis of their own
bitter experience. The final and irrevocable victory of socialism in
the U.S.S.R. on the one hand, andldssons of the temporargd
feats inflicted on the working class by fascism, especially in Ge
many, on the other hantdave underminethe former influence of
SociatDemocratism not only in the working class, but also in the
ranks of the Socialist Partilsemselves and the trade unions under
their political leadership. In the Sociaemocratic camp there has
begun a process of departure from the positionsefafrmism of
departure from the policy of class collaboration with the bourgeo
sie, and of the trasition to the position of struggle jointly with the
Communist Party against fascism, to the position of united action of
the working class and of the afaiscist Peopl@s Front. This po-

" J. Stalin,Problems of Leninispp. 209, Russ. Edition.
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cess has already found clear expression in the establishment of the
united front between the Communists and Socialists in France,
Spain and Italy, and partly in a number of other countries.

The further development of this process is being facilitated and
speeded up by the entire course of the events of recent years, which
imperatively faces the working class with tmest important shock
task of at all costs barring the road to fascism in the bourgeois
democratic countries, of overthrowing fascism in the countries
where it is in power, and of defending world peace ag#estes-
cist warmakers. This process of the departure from Social
Democratism is being speeded up by the correct application by the
Communist Parties of the main lines laid down by the Seventh Co
gress of the Communist International.

As a result of the ifftuence of the victory of socialism in the
U.S.S.R., as the result of the development of the Pé&opi@nt
movement, of the growing influence of Communism in the ranks of
the working class movement, there will, without doubt, beran i
crease in the numbeaf Socialist Parties and organizations which
give up bankrupt Socidbemocratism, which wage a struggle t
gether with the Communist Parties against the common class enemy
and which stand for unity with the Communists in a single mass
party of the proletaat.

Such a unification has already taken place between thel-Socia
ists and Communists of Catalonia. It is being prepared jointly by the
Communist and Socialist Parties of Spain. The necessary precond
tions for it are also maturing in France as a resulhefjoint strg-
gle of the Communists and Socialists in the United Confederation of
Labor, and in the ranks of the afdiscist Peopl& Front, and also
thanks to the beneficent influence exerted by the establishment of a
United Confederation of Labor ovéie whole process of the rco
solidation of the forces of the French proletariat. The new p&act b
tween the Italian Communists and Socialists is still further stnengt
ening their fraternal relations and the bonds of their joint struggle
against the fascist cliatorship of Mussolini. Mutual understanding
and accord are increasing between the Communists and Socialists in
Germany in the struggle against the fascist dictatorship of Hitler,
despite all the machinations and intrigues of the diehard leaders of
the faeign executive of the Soci@lemocratic Party.

It may be said with confidence that by the twentieth anniversary
of the great October Socialist Revolution, the working class of the

229



capitalist countries islosely approaching the liquidation of the split

in the world working class movement which was brought into being
by SociaiDemocratism. There are still many difficulties and abst
cles of an ideological, political and organizational character in the
way of liquidating this split. There are difficulties roeected with

the very history and traditions of the working class movement in the
different countries, difficulties which are not so easy to overcome.
But the main thing is that the ruling classes of the capitalist-cou
tries, which are profoundly interest@ the division of the forces of

the working class movement, are doing and will continue to de ev
rything possible to prevent the unity of the working class movement
being established. For their benefit, the reactionary leaders of the
Socialist Internatinal are expending furious energy in order to turn
back the wheel of history. Even in the fact of the monstrous
Germaneltalian intervention in Spain, the ferocious onslaught by
the Japanese fascist militarists on China and the exceptionally acute
menace ba new world imperialist war, these leaders are doirgg ev
rything possible to wreck every attempt at joint action by the-inte
national organizations of the workers in defense of the Spanish and
Chinese people, in defense of peace.

But there are no suchfficulties and obstacles on the path to
unity in the struggle against fascism and war as the working classes
cannot overcome, if they are filled with the firm determination to
unite their forces and fulfill their historic mission.

The existence of the ldrof socialism, that powerful buttress of
the struggle of the international proletariat, the buttress of peace,
liberty and progresss a tremendous factor in the liquidation of the
split in the ranks of the world working class movemBnt.their
example,their labor heroism, their Stakhanov movement, their d
votion to their socialist fatherland, their merciless struggle against
the enemies of the people, TrotdBykharinite spies, diversionists
and agents of fascism, the working people of the Soviet Usxert
enormous influence on the bringing together of the split forces of
the world working class movement. The sympathy and love of the
working people of the capitalist world for the Soviet Union, the land
of victorious socialism, are steadily on the g&se. And this fact
acts as a most powerful antidote against the splitting work carried
on in the ranks of the working class by the open and masked agents
of the class enemy.
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The land of victorious socialism, which is playing such an ou
standing part in niting the international proletariat, is rallying all
sincere supporters of the work&cause still more closely around
the U.S.S.R. In the present international situation there is not, nor
can there be any othenore certain criterion than onés attitude
toward the Soviet Union, in determining who is thend and who
the enemyof the cause of the working class and socialism,esf d
termining who is asupporterand who armopponentof democracy
and peace. Thuchstonen checking the sincerity and homgsf
every individual active in the working class movement, of every
working class party and organization of the working people, and of
every democrat in the capitalist countries, is tlaiitude toward
the great land of socialism. You cannot carry oreal struggle
against fascism if you do not render all possible assistance in
strengthening thenost important buttressf this struggle, the Sov
et Union. You cannot carry on a serious struggle against the fascist
instigators of a new world blood bathybu do not render undiat
ed support to the U.S.S.R. naost important factoin the maing-
nance of international peace. You cannot carry on a real struggle for
socialism in your own country, if you do not oppose the enemies of
the Soviet State, where ghéocialism is being fulfilled by the heroic
efforts of the working people. You cannot beeal friend of the
U.S.S.R,, if you do not condemn its enemiesthe Trotsky
Bukharinite agents of fascism.

The historical dividing linebetween the forces of fasm, war
and capitalism, on the one hand, and the forces of peace, democracy
and socialism on the other hand, is in fact becomingattiide
toward the Soviet Union, and not the formal attitude toward Soviet
power and socialism in general, but #tgtudeto the Soviet Union,
which has been carrying on a real existence for twenty yéars a
ready, with its untiring struggle against enemies, with its dictato
ship of the working class and the Stalin Constitution, with the-lea
ing role of the Party of Lenin drStalin.

Herein lies the third most important lesson of principle for the
proletariat of the capitalist countries in connection with the twent
eth anniversary of the great October Socialist Revolution.

November1937.
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