UNSCREENED

by

WILFRED BURCHETT and ALAN WINNINGTON



Cover lllustration
KOREAN AND CHINESE PRISONERS SEARCHED

In compound 76 in June 1952, U.S. paratroopers rounded up prisoners in a bloody battle. They
are now being stripped and searched whilédmgs still burn in the background. Thgersonal
effects, including homenade gas masks, cover the ground. 31 prisoners were diltedver 80

wounded
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PRISONERS BURNED OUTN COMPQOUND 76

Dense smoke rises as U.S. Paratroopers move in on Juné&2Q@pX6rce prisoners into small
groups. Scores of prisonexgrewounded and 31 killed



ON KOJE

Bodies of wounded or dead prisoners in compound 76 lie in the wreckage. Others, some
wounded, move towards the compound gate. In pitched battles followioiglar from Brig-
Gen. Boatner for prisoners to be moved toth@ocompound31 were killed



Compound 76 early May 1952. June 10th U.S. troops hurled tear gas bombs to force prisoners to
newly-built stockades. At least 25 killed



WHILE BRITISH PRISONERS

Get suntanned on the hillside. Keith Clarke and Cecil McKee



Check mate with a laugh. Fred Moore wins the game from George Hobson, while &ritier
prisoner, Sid Carr, looks on



Prisoners in Compound 96 hold a memorial service for fivedklly guards. The casket is
surrounded by paper flower wreaths



Tear gas raid on compound 96 as troops move in to tear down flags. Soldiers and a heavy tank
stand by



British prisoners cheer their team on in the game
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British prisoners give P.Tisplay in the May Day, 1952, sports event
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A Korean prisoner of war escorted by his American guard
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The Chinese camp doctor drinks a toast for a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year
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Sports day in the British prisoner camp. A clean vault dve block
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Laying on the tugpf-war.
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Much talent has gone into the Christmas bulletin of the British prisoners
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AUTHORSONOTE

Reports of continuous violence against the Korean and Chinese prisoners of war on Koje Island
by American troops have shocked the world and puzzled millions of people. According to
American official communiqués and western ragyereports alone, some three thouspridon-

ers of war were killed or wounded by their American captors up to the end of Nl6Bine
guns,rifles and other small armbiand grenades, bayonets, and even fldimawversand tanks

were used against unarmegn

The meagre accounts of the Koje massacres fed out through the fine mesh of Aoersman
ship have tried to create the impression that these eventsovgalated incidents causedy
fifanaticab prisoners. Now the American government, in an effordivert public anxietyap-

idly turning to anger, has tried to turn history on its head by the ingenious inventiconteat
how it was not Generals Ridgway, Mark Clark diiullo Boatner who sent tanks afildme
throwers,machineguns and bayonets agdinsmarmed prisonerdut that the orders fahese
affairs were issued by the Korean and Chinese generals; that the unhappy Americahe were
victims of a propaganda plot

The purpose of this booklet is to cut through the propaganda and to show fostthien& in a
connected fashion, the sequence of events on Koje Island and in the other American prisoner
camps. Only by viewing the events as they occurred and as they were related to American policy
at the truce talks in Panmunjom, is it possible to tstdad the periodic larggcale massacres,

some of which found their way into the headlines

The authors were fortunate in being in Korea during all these events, not only at the truce talks
and the front but also in the rear where they had scores ofiawwsrwith prisoners who escaped

from Koje Island Kuomintang and Rhee agents who worked on Koje and were later parachuted
into North Korea and taken prisoner, and with captured United Nations soldiers whuemad
selves served as guards on Koje and hagbHy taken part in the massacres. The authaxse

pooled the information that each gathered separately and which is based on extspanah

The full story of Koje, like that of the Nazi camps atdg® and Buchenwaldan only be told
when the sunvors are free to fill in all the details of the picture which is broadly outlined here
But the picture is clear and conclusive. The Koje events were a necessary part ofAowernall
can strategy

Readers will find that some of the material in this bobklgplicates that contained in other
works written by the authors dealing with the broader aspects of the Korean war. In view of the
enormous significance of the Koje event, which are the ostensible reason for the continuation of
the Korean war, and to kak through the news blackout imposed by the American Command, it
was felt that a separate work on Koje was necessary. The macabre skeleton of Koje known to the
public from attenuated press reportgseds flesh and clothes in order to be recognised as the
monstrosity that it truly is
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CHAPTER |

fiKoje Island is a living hell. The shores of this island are no longer washed-aterabut by

our tears and blood. There is no breath of fresh air here, the pungent stench of blood fills our
nostrils in every corne of the island. We shall continue to fight for our just cause, for human
rights and for our own personal right to return to our homeland. We shall not hesitate to give our
lives for this noble cause a..

These words came out through the barbed wire @é kh a smuggled letter signed by time
matesi all 6,223 of them of one of the compounds of the American prisoner camp on IKeje
land. It was carried over the mountains to North Korea and broadcast over PyongyangiRadio
June 8, 1952, two days befdBeneralfiBullo Boatner ordered his flartrowing tanks intcac-

tion to achieve the purpose of the American Command on Koje

Even those people who do not know the rights or wrongs of the Koje events know th&tdhese
reans made no empty pledge. What thepdtfor, they defended to the very end. Unarmeth
food supplies cut off, they braved the tanks and flamewers, the grenades, gas andchine
guns

The toll of more than 3.000 killed and wounded there, even according to the demonstrably
minimised oficial figures issued by the Americans and the International Committee of the Red
Cross, stamps with blood the hallmark of authatytion this tragic document, afhich the

above pasage is only a small excerph. the minds of all people who read of the=vents the
guestion arises: How is it possible that under the flag of the United Nations, pii$anar
camps could degenerate into places whereadmission of the UN Commarid in fact the
American Command prisoners are shot by the thousand andityorg massacres take place
over a period of more than a year with no slackening of intensity?

Behind it all lies a decision taken by Truman and Acheson on the recommendation of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to refuse to return captured Korean and ChineggstrDemaree Bess writing in

the November 1, 195%sue of theSaturday Evening Posif which he is associate editoe-

vealed that on July 5, 1951, five days before the ekasealks began, the US ArnyPsyclo-

logical Warfare Branch submitted a schemeéhe Joint Chiefs of Staff for the retentiohpris-

oners

0 Apparently nobody in Tokyo or Korea gected) writes Demaree Besgthat the exchange of
prisorers would cause serious trouldBit back in Washington, nearly a week before the Korean
discussbns started, on July 5, 1951, the Amysychological Warfare Branch made a mbve
hitherto unpublished which had very far reaching consequences.... The memoraretum-
mended that some definite decision be taken, for or against forcible repatriaiosoofersin
Korea, before the matter came up for negotiation. Whatever stand we took,pgomvesd out,
would inevitably become a factor in psychological warfare. The &r@ief ofStaff forwarded
this recommendation for consideration by the Joine@Ghof Staff and the lattén turn passed it
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on to the National Security Council, whose members include the Presidetimea8dcretary of
State..0

fiForcible repatriation or fivoluntary repatriatiod was in fact only a camouflaged term for
fiforcible deentiord of prisoners and the certain stumbling block to peace in Korea was eagerly
accepted by an American government that had been pressed by public demand intmestarting
tiations but was already pouring cold water on them via every available propaagency

Psychological Warfare Branch, a sinister organisation which employs murder, forgery and other
commonlaw crimes as part of its stodk-trade, openly boasts of trying to foment civil war in

the Peoplé Democracies and of preparing for war agathe Soviet Union. It was the Branch

that devised the magiformula offivoluntary repatriatiod as afipsychologicab pill to dope the

public but it was left to another American organisation to provide a presentable frgmtolay

ingo that the prisonersid not want to go home. This was the notorious Couritgelligence

Corps (CIC). Their job was to provide the facts to suit American policy, a taskith they
brought among other things several years of experience, assisting ChiastgeKand Syngman

Rhee in convertingCommunists into something elsé most frequently int@orpses

For a full understanding of the happenings in Koje, it must be recalled that for years before the
Korean war began, anyone in South Korea suspected of béRedaor even of even oknow-

ing a AiRed was flung into gaol. This was done on direct orders of the American mititary
thorities during the period of overt American occupation and many of the arrests werbynade
the Americans. It was continued when American militdaglvisers directed the Rhemternal
security services in trying to stabilise the South Korean rear for the attack across thar&3th

lel. Only a tiny proportion of those arrestex the orders of the American@©br the Rhesew-

rity police ever emered alive from the gaols. When the war began, the processteasified in

a futile effort to wipe out all active opposition to the Rhee regime

Sources which must be regarded as impecdaimyleftistdo due to their habit of normallgan-

ing over backwat to support the American Command in Korea, have testified to this milicy

the wholesale wiping out of Koreanwlians on suspicion of harbouring dangerous thoughts

The following examples come from a period before the Koje events became public.\Batethe

vital to an understanding of Koje because the apparatus which carried them through is the same
apparatus now running the prisoner camps, though now it has grafted on its side American racial
contempt for what they terfiGook® andAChinkso

lan Morrison, Far Eastern correspondentlToie Timeslater to be killed in Korea, recorded the
conditions he found in one of Syngman Risgarisons in Seoul, in a despatch dated October 25,
1950

fiThe crimes committed within its walls are the accepted methotiseoEouth
Koreanpolice sent from Pusan to eradicate Communism
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filnterrogation isa neat word like liquidationnlthis case it meant beating with r
fle buttsand bamboo sticks, and the insertion of splinters under the finger nails

fiDuring that morning aifle was shattered on the back of one prisoner, and two
women,one suckling a baby, were also interrogated. The scene described has
been and still ideing repeated throughout Kor@abhe prison guards from these
political prisons were later sent to Kajader the direction of th&merican CC

to carry ouffinterrogations andfiscreening.

A report submitted by M. Bieri, delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross, dated
December 18, 1950 and sent to Syngman Rhee reveals even more dreadifidnsothan the
Timesdespatch. This report, though printed and available nerasr published in the press.

AiMr. President reads the reporiil have the honour to dravwoyr attention to the following.

AON October 20, 1950, M. de Reynier, delegattheflinternational Committee of the Red Cross
and | witnessed a batch of civilian prisoners (both male and female, some of the latter carrying
infants on their backs) all tied to a rope, marching towards the Westgate Prison. We followed
them until they ented the prison, where by the way, we saw a number of the female prisoners
(some with infants on their backs) kneeling on the ground with bowed hefads....

Bieri, the ICRC delegate, then goes on to describefithaved and touched by these distressing
sightsd fe called on Rhé&s Acting Foreign Minister and tried to have the prisoners, who had
been arrested, he discovered, only because they were suspected of being CommQansts or
munist sympathisers, accorded the status of Civilian Internees as provitedGenevaCon-
vention of 1949. This was flatly refused and he was prohibited from inspecting the fmigons
Bieri relates in his report that after further pressure, his colleague, M. de Reynitomesl to

visit two prisons in Seoul

fiHe foundd thereport continuesj9,200 prisoners in a state of sestarvation,

T without adequate medical care (one prison doctor reports that he had no medical
supplies left),

T without facilities for washing themselves,

I absolutely inadequate accommodation (2@%opersons in a cell normallp-i
tendedfor 3).

T with permission to write only one letter once and for all to relatives and friends,
T without special care for women, mothers and in particular their babies;

T also innumerable cases of dysentery, tubesis)] influenza and many sign of
starvation
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fiM. de Reynier saw a total of about 50 dead bodies in the morning of his visit, including men,
women and babies. According to the statements made to M. de Reynier by the Governor of the
prison and the prison dmrs themselves, the daily rate of deaths due to starvation alone is about
100. What M. de Reynier saw represented the sorry harvest of one night only

fiM. de Reynier further saw in the prison infirmary he visited, parents showing signs adpahat
peared tdbe beatingsandother forms of ill treatmend.(One of the authors who visited Seoul
Westgate Prison in July 1950, was able to inspect the array of torture instruments ysed for
ducing these signis not to mention an execution shed where two hangingkidake place at
one time.)

Bieri continues by pointing out that the prisoners should be protected by the Geneva Convention
and referred to a statement made to de Reynier byRMipister offiJustic®, to the effect that

finot one of those detained wasilty of any common law or other crideThey were there as

the Minister expressed it because they were Communists or favoured Communist ideology and
Oiwas therefore his duty for security reasons to put them into gaol and to kill them first before
theyhad an opportunity to kill othecsBieri reminded Rhee that these shocking conditoms

stituted a breach of the Geneva Convention which Rhee had publicly announced heewould
spect

Considering that Rhee guards from these very goals were later tradgferun the prisonom-
pounds on Koje; that the statement of the MinistefiJoistic® represented the policy é&hee

and therefore the policy of the people in Washington who jerk this pBpgienhgs and thahe
mere expression by a prisoner of wartleé desire to return to his family in North Korea or
China was classified by the Americans in their reports as the sigddiehard Communista-
naticd, no one can doubt the degree of nerve needed by a prisoner to stick to his righh-under
ternationalaw to be repatriated

This report of the€CRC, while not directly relating to Kojaonetheless remains a key document
in evaluating the reports given by prisoners who escaped from Koje and described life in the
compounds at first hand

Chang Werung wasone of the former Koje inmates we interviewed. Since the most dramatic
and almost incredible part of his story was later confirmed from an unexpected source and the
rest of his story coincides with less complete reports from many other former prisoners, i
quoted rather fully

Chang joined the Peog@eVolunteers soon after they were formed, became a-ogaiator at a
divisional headquarters and was wounded and captured on the western front in February 1951

He was given what all former prisoners wéerviewed described as a routine American or ROK
(Syngman Rhes Army) intelligence interrogation. Rifle butts swung and clubs were liberally
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used to extract information as to the strength and location of units, names of officers and other
matters, questns to which prisoners may refuse to reply under international law

AWhen | saw what happened to some of my comrad&sang saidiand after | had been beaten
up with a rifle butt, told them a few things to stop the beatigé.

From the front he was seto Seoul and then by rail to Pusan together with other military and
civilian prisoners

fWe were herded into closed, steel truok&hang saidfin what was a death train. We were
packed in so tightly that we couldsjusquat on the steel floor withaubving. t was deadlgold
and there was no heating. We were forbidden to talk. There was only one small holeatighe
of the truck so a guard could shine a flashlight through or poke a rifle in. We were giwen no
ter for the 24hour trip and only onemall ball of kaoliang (sorghum) to eat. There wasailet
and of course no washing water. Within a few hours the stench was unbearabiauhided
were crying and moaning. Some died where they squatted and were left there wireve
unloaded

Charg was temporarily put into Compound 11 at Pusan. Others including Chinese and women
prisoners were sent to Compound 12

fAiThe first they did was to register us and take away all our personal belongings which we never
saw againWe were given tawdry uniformsach marked with a number. After that our names
were never used. We were just numbers. We were herded into tents which were as crowded as
the cattle trucks, with just enough room to squat. These tents were surrounded by barbed wire
and outside the wire @ve American guards with rifles and machine guns. We were forbidden to
talk to each other and if anyone broke the rule, a guard leapt in and prodded with his bayonet or
struck out wildly with his gun. The only time we were could leave the tent was wharemge

called out for questioning or if the guard agreed we could go to the latrine. Often to humiliate us,
he would refuse even for urgent needs to let us go out. At night, though it was freezing cold, we
were not allowed to put on a coat or blanket to @the latrine, because the guards feared we
would try and escape in the dark. We got one bowl of watery grain swill three times a day and a
soup of stinking vegetables and salty water once a day. But life m the Pusan camp was only the
beginning of our trobles. We were only kept there until the interrogators were finished wih us.

At Pusan, as many others including Chang reported to us, interrogation was carried eit by G
(regular US military intelligence) and CIC,ettbrutal Countefntelligence CorpsG-2 was an
all-American outfit, apart from some Chinese and Korean interpreters, while CIC was mainly
composed of Kuomintang and Rhee officials, with Americans in control at the top butaarely
pearing. All prisoners were thoroughly grilled by both orgations

G-2 was mainly interested in military information from the Chinese mainland and carried out a
line of questioning which convinced Chang that it was related to an extension of the war into
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China. He was questioned down to the finest detail absubdtive place, Szechuan, in tiee

mote Southwest, about military installations in his home district and even down to theafames
leading local Communists and government personnel. Chang, who gives the impression of an
honest but not too firm a personpatted that after other prisoners had been terribly beaten up in
front of his eyes, he gave his inquisitors quite a lot of what he describechiagportantinfor-
mationo

It was the CIC questioners who were handling the various, carefully scheduleoh steggsroc-
ess that was later to become knowrfasluntary repatriatiom Their interrogation, carriedut
by undisguised Kuomintang officials, first aimed at finding out the political backgrourttie of
prisoners and their first step was to list all wiad formerly been members of tKeomintang
army or party. They were far more interested in this during the early stagesimtetinegation
than in finding out members of the Communist Party or Youth Ledgut&cements to dclose
their former Kuomintag connections took the form of promises ttiety would be appointed as
compound administrators, with special food and conditions, wWienwere sent to Koje Island

fWe were kept in Compound 11 for two we&k€hang went onfiand then we were sent to

Koje. | was put into Battalion 4, in Compound 72. Many of the other Chinese prisoners were sent
to Compound 86. Conditions on the island were even worse than those on the mainland at Pusan
Food was reduced to half a bowl of sditied rice at each meal witBven worse soup than that

at Pusan. Again we were huddled 50 to 60 in a tent, forced to squat on our haunches all day and
never allowed to talk. If anyone talked they were hauled out and flogged for susp=ged

tance. The compound was surrounded by liguble walls of barbed wire and overlookihg

barbed wire were machirgun towers at regular intervals with the mackjums alwaygoint-

ing into the compound. Armoured cars patrolled outside and guards with savage dogg-were
tioned between the bantbevire fences. At night, giant searchlights would start up anamyent

and sweep the compound. Anyone approaching the barbed wire fences at any tianetwas

Chang was very clearly not disposed to tell us all of his activities in Compound 72¢canthe

seen from what followed that the Americans considered hiireleable antiCommunisbd ele-

ment. He was appointed as squad leader of the 20th Platoon, 4th Battalion of Compound or
Regiment No. 72. He stayed on Koje for about nine months until Dexeh3h 1951, five days

before the name lists of prisoners held by both sides were exchanged at Panmunjom. Then he
and four other Chinese prisoners were taken by plane to Tokyo for training at a special school for
secret agents. His later adventures betoranother place in this story

From Chang and other prisoners in Compound 72 who returned by various ways acbass the
tle-line, we learned that the main activity of the CIC up to the time that the-fieasaks be-
gan, was to organise various feuddle fisecret societi@sor fiborotherhoods in the compound,
ostensibly started by the prisoners themselves but actually by the CIC agentsagéetse
worked quietly to watch trends and reactions in discussion and to list suspgissdents or
officerswho had refused to reveal thesmkin order to remain with their me(Since officers of
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